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Twelve prayers prcpnreil by our n-veici! 

Kesliiib Chuniler Sen first appcarfd in 1861 under 
the title of "The THEtsr’s Prayer n<ioK" Tiie 
Booh was reprinted in 1864 and 1S7U in India 
and in igoo in England. Another bouLlet entitled 
the " IlANonooK OF thf.istk: Devotion " published 
hy the Indian Mirror Press appeared 'n 1S7S. It 
comprised seventy-liw prayers tahen indisc rimniat-Iv 
from the " Sunday Minor" of 1876, 1877 and i8;S 
Both the " Tiif-ist's Prayer Book " and the 
" Handhook of Tucisric Devotion" were later 
incorporated in a volume called “The Minister’s 
Prayers” of which^ the thinl edition appeared in 
1900 under the auspices of^lho Brahmo Tract Society. 
The combined volume, with its one hundred and 
■sixty.four prayers printed without nny strict chro- 
nological order, contained an additional number ol 
prayers from the “Sunday Mirror” of 1S76, 1877, 1878 
and 1879, and the " New Dispensation" of 1883. 

As a result of the impetus given by the JVava. 
ridhan Samj'/ia at Lucknow to the publication of all, 
the work's, published or unpublished, of Minister 
Kcshiib Chunder Sen, it has been decided to under- 
take the collection of all his devotional Uuerances 
to be found in (he old journals and periodicals anil, 
to print them in a convenient form. Thc 'prcse^' 
enlarged edition of the Prayers is one produc' i |3 
such an effort. VVe make no clwnge in Ui'„ 
of the book, although there have been • ^ 
in it here and there a few piayers whose ' 
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rar.not be drfinkcly ascribed to ICeshub and which 
are rather difficult now to separate from the rest. 
The first thirteen pages represent the " TheiST’S 
Prayer Book", and are followed by prayers culled 
from the " Devotional” section of the “ Sunday 
Mirror". Their dates begin from June 27, iSy’s 
and lead up to March 3, 1878. March 6, 1878 was 
the date of the Cooch Behar Marriage. It may be 
observed here that any one who reads the prayers of 
K'shub before the Marriage and contrasts them with 
those that followed it will mark a new fervour and 
pathos in the latter. The present volume is, there- 
fore, made to cover a period of about three years 
prior to Cooch Behar Marriage. The prayers are 
arranged in order of chronology with omissions 
where particular issues of the “Sunday Mirror" were 
not amiable, or where the issues did not contain any 
prayers. A few again recovered while the book wa.s 
in the Press have been inserted between the end 
of the year 1877 and the beginning of the year 
1878. These insertions which are distinguished by 
a larger intervening space and cover pages, six 
to 217 are the following: — 1876, — December 31 ; 
1S77, — ^January y, stf and 28 and February 4. Of 
the missing numbers of the “ Sunday Mirror" not 
yet recovered are ; — 1876, — January 2 ; 1877, — ^January 
14, February ix, June 3 and October 7. The numbers 
not containing any prayers are ; — 1876, — ^February 6, 
April 16, May 7, 14 and 28, August 27 and 
Drcember 3 and 17 ; 1877, — September 2 and 1 1 ; 
1878, — February 24, and March 10. This detailed 
t is given in the hope that friends and readers 
ht help in finding the missing issues so that they 
e included in a future edition. 
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PRAYERS. 


MORNING PRAYER. 

1 ^^ MERCIFUL Father, whose benevolent provi- 
< 4 ^ dence has protected me during the defenceless 
hours of sleep, accept my morning tribute of prayer and 
praise. I thank Thee that Thy loving-kindness has 
enabled me to enter upon the duties of another day with 
renewed energies and spirits. All things proclaim Thy 
glorious providence, andThine infinite goodness unto 
us. Before I go forth to the labours and enjoyments 
of the day, I would place my whole trust in Thy guid- 
ance, and consecrate the energies of my body and 
mind to Thee. 

Strengthen and prepare me for the trials which 
await me this day. MayThycounsel regulate my mind, 
may Thy love warm my heart, and may Thy sacred 
presence go vvith me as the light in my paths. Curb 
each impure desire, restrain each worldly craving, and 
sanctify all my aspirations and feelings by leading them 
to Thee. Make ipe prompt and faithful in the discharge 
of ray various duties, and in all my intercourses with . 
the world keep ’ my conscience void of uncleanness. 
Grant that temptations may not shake nry fidelity to 
Thee ; grant that, amidst all the vicissitudes of life, I 
may cleave to Thee firmly. Teach me to remember 
that to attain Thee is the sole destiny of life ; and help 
nie to spend the precious hours of this day and all days 
accordingly. Do Thou, O Everlasting Father and 
Friend, enable me to grow continually in purity arid 
faith, that each day may find me nearer to Thee.- 
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EVENING PRAYER. 

^ APPROACH Thee, O Lord my God, with humble 
^ thanksgivings for the manifold mercie§ which 
Thou hast showered on me this day. Each joy that I 
have experienced, each desire that has been gratified, 
each breath I have inhaled speaks of Thy goodness and 
calls forth my gratitude. Thy fatherly care has been 
with me all day, and has protected my body and mind. 
I praise Thee for the opportunities and means of good 
which Thou hast given me — for each holy thought and 
aspiration Thou hast enabled me to indulge, for each 
virtuous deed Thou hast enabled me to perform. 

Thou knowest, OThou Omniscient God, what sins 
I have committed this day ; Thou knowest how far I 
am wanting in that strict obedience to Thy law which 
Thou dost require from us. With deep penitence now 
I implore Thy mercy. Chasten and purify my soul 
by indicting due retribution, and arm me with resolu- 
tion not to fall into my sins again. Without Thine 
invigorating spirit, we cannot subdue the temptations 
which assail us. Fill me, therefore, Gracious Lord, 
with strength and constancy and faith, and help me to 
turn away from all that is evil and impure. May every 
day of my life be spent according to Thy will. Permit 
me now, 0 Lord, to retire to my bed with a heart full 
of trust in Thee ; and grant that, if I live to rise from 
this sleep, I ma)r consecrate my renewed energies to 
Thee. But if this night be my last night on earth, 
and my waking be in the regions of eternity, may I 
be carried on the wings of Thy mercy into the blessed 
mansions of purity and joy everlasting. 
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IN PROSPERIXy. 

^ RACIOUS Father, teach me so to enjoy the feli- 
cities which Thou hast unsparingly bestowed 
upon me in Thy great mercy, tliat they may not act as 
a snare to ray soul. May Thy blessings, instead of 
inflating roe with arrogance and vainglory, fill me 
with humility and fervent gratitude to Thee. May I 
remember that they are not designed to make me 
worldly-minded, but to call forth my greater and more 
earnest eKcrtions in the cause of Him from whom I 
have received them. Grant that the temptations of 
prosperity may not drown the voice of conscience ; 
grant that, amidst all the enjoyments and hopes of 
affluence, my heart may steadfastly cleave to Thee, 
Thou Giver of every good that I pos5e.ss. Teach me, 
kind Lord, that as I cheerfully enjoy Thy gifts now, 

1 may be prepared to abandon them as cheerfully, if 
need be, and be satisfied with whatever position I may 
fall into. Keep my heart alive to the vanity of ihn 
Avorld, and help me to remember always that the 
highest honours and the sweetest joys of this life are 
only for a moment. And may I always aspire to that, 
prosperity and that wealth which perish not — the 
prosperity of the soul, the wealth of a righteous heart. 
Be with me always, O Lord, and preserve me from 
temptations. 
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IN AFFLICTION. 

J^^ELP me, O Lord, who art with us in prosperity 
and in adversity, in joy and in sorrow, whose 
providence extendeth over the happy as well as over 
the poor and distressed, help me to bear my lot with 
patience and content. May I not deplore my lonely 
condition ; but thank Thee that Thou hast placed me 
under the chastening and humbling influences of 
aflliction, and opened my eyes to the hollowness and 
uncertainty of earthly felicities. May I specially rejoice 
that even in this fallen state Thy fatherly affection has 
not left me. WTicn no hands are near to succour or 
console me, when the world has altogether ceased to 
smile on me. Thy loving arms are around me. I 
beseech Thee, O Thou Helper of the helpless, Thou 
Friend of the distressed, to in>igorate me with Thy 
spirit, that I may resolutely bear the strokes ,of 
ailliction, however severe, and with unflinching for- 
bearance endure all privation and hardship. May 
ailliction or sorrow never draw me away from the 
duties which I owe to Thee : however low my position 
may be, may I always retain Thee in my heart. Thou 
All-merciful Lord of the poor. Save me from dis- 
content and despair, from vexation and heaviness of 
he-irt. ^ Animate and gladden me with assurances of 
Thine infinite love, and enrich me with the treasures 
of Thy spirit. Thou art my all, 0 Lord, May I not 
consider whether I am rich or poor, but earnestly 
strive to discharge my duties to Thee in faith and 
love. 
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FOR FORTITUDE. 

^ OD Almighty, inspire me with Tliy spirit, and help 
(S3C to pJacc my firmest reliance on Thee, that 
I may boldly encounter and subdue the temptations 
of life. Preserve me from the fear of man and the 
service of mammon ; keep me from whatsoever hindetb 
my affection to the vanities of the world. Teach me 
to remember ahva3-s tliat I have a high and sacred 
mission to fulfil — even to dedicate my whole life to 
Thy service ; and arm me with resolution and con- 
stanc}', that I may advance in the path of my mission 
with unfaltering steps, turning neither to the right nor 
to the left. Maj' I learn to prize duty above all things, 
truth above.the riches* and honours of the world.Thine 
approbation above the esteem and applause of man. 
Make my love and fidelity towards Thee so unshakable 
that I may not only sacrifice my worldly interests for 
Thy sake, but do so with joy, remembering that Thou 
art dearer than the dearest objects. Vouchsafe unto 
me, 0 Lord, fortitude and enthusiasm; that, if the 
whole world were to stand in hostile array against me, 
I may not swerve from Thee, but manfully vindicate 
and uphold Thy cause In thejace of all opposition and 
persecution. Help me so valiantly to fight for truth, 
in such unyielding and uncompromising spirit to obey 
Thy commands, that 1 may — ^if need be — ^lay my life at 
Thy feet amidst the diilicuKics and hardships of 
martyrdom. To Thy name, OThou Omnipotent God, 
be everlasting glorj’. 
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FOR DEUVERASCE. 

HOLY pAthcr, amid the temptations and perils 
of the world, Thou only art my refuge ; Thy 
protection is my only- ijopi^. Conscious of sin and 
corruption, where shall I, O Ebrd, repose my troubled 
heart but upon Thine infinite mercies.? , 1 am Thine, 
Thine for ever ; unto Thee do I cry, O my God 1 send 
me not away for my sins : but heal me, and root out 
the evil from my heart. O how solemn arc my relations 
to Thee, and how awful, therefore, is my iniquity ! 
Being Thy child and servant, I have disobeyed Thy 
commands : being the object of Thine unbounded af> 
fection, I have ungratefully turned away from Thee. 
Though Thou didst constantly bid me csche..- evil, and 
call me to Thy path,I neglected Thy bidding, 1 heeded 
not Thy call. Thy love to roe, 0 Lord, is infinite ; 
but I -love Thee not ; my love is fastened to the world. 
The magnitude of my guilt is immense, and makes me 
tremble to stand before Thy holy face. Deliver me, . 
O Thou gracious God of Salvation, and purify my soul 
with the waters of penitence. Deliver me from corrupt 
thoughts and actions. Deliver me from an unclean 
heart ; from bad company and counsel ; from hypocrisy, 
fickleness, and uncharitable dispositions. Deliver me 
from worldliness, and whatever tendelh to turn .tway 
roy love from Thee. Teach me to search my heart, 
and sacrifice whatever is wrong in it. When unworthy 
desires arise in my heart, and passions tempt me to 
evil, may 1 prayerfully throw myself upon Thy mercy, 
and with Thine aid fortify my soul. In all my spiritual 
endeavours, help me to look up to Thee for light and 
blrength, for Thou art roy all, O Merciful God. 
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SELF-CONSECRATION. 

3 c BESEECU Thcc.O Thou God ot Love, to engage 
, my whole life-in Thy cemcc. Bind me to Thee 
by the sweet attractions of Thy .love, and grant that 
•nothing on earth 'may alienate my heart from Thee, 
Make me so thoroughly Thine, that f may cleave to 
.Thee for ever, — in the hours of woe and the days of 
gladness, in weakness and strength, in health and 
sickness, iu my labours and recreations, in my domestic 
affairs and social intercourses. Wherever I may be, 
in whatever work engaged, may I serve none butThec, 
may I follow hone but Thee. As Thou hiist taught me 
to worship no created object, to serve no idol, cast 
out from my heart that spiritual idolatry which draws 
away my love and energies from Thee, and devotes 
them to the pursuit of some favourite passion, — that 
idolatry w'hich makes the soul bow down before avarice, 
fame, ambition, or the felicities of the world. Keep 
me from all sorts of idolatr}', ‘and teach me to acknow- 
ledge Thee as my only Master, the One True God. 
May 1 always remember, that the sole aim of my Hfo 
is to find Thee; and may all my thoughts and words 
and artions turn to Thy glory. May my whole life 
be pervaded by Thy holy spirit ; may Thy love be f’O 
centre of all my actions. If there is aught in a corner 
of my heart which I love-for its own sake, and which 
I cannot sacrifice for Thee, help me to root it out. 
Divert my affection from the world, and establish it 
firmly in Thee, that I may hanker after nothing but 
Thy picasantest company. Gracious Lord, enable me, 
I beseech Thee, so thoroughly to devote myself to 
Thee, that I may live and die amid the sweet joys ot 
true resignation. 
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PR \YER FOR THE USE OF SCHOOI.S. 

hai-e assembled again, O Thou Ever-blessed 

God, to investigate Tliy gloriK, and the' 
inomelitoos truths of our destiny and salvation.^ Voueh- 
safc unto os Thy enlightening and invigorating aid, 
that we •oS’3' be enabled to accomplish that object. 
Save us from prejudices and errors, and the bewilder- 
ing perplexities of controversy. O Thou Father and 
Instructor, nurture our souls in tme_ faith. Quicken 
our consciences, and keep us always alive to our duties 
and responsibilities:. Above all, teach us that reliance 
upon Thee is indispensable. As Thou exaltest our 
minds in the knowledge of truth, do Thou also train our 
hearts to a thorough love of Thee, and our wills to a 
practical obedience to Thy law ; for if wc do not prac- 
tically fulfil Thy law, faith is unprofitable. Whatever 
truth we learn of Thee, may wc at once apply to our 
life ; whatever duty we may learn, may we at once put 
into practice. Teach us to be assiduous and persevering 
in our pursuit of truth, and to avail ourselves of all 
blessed means of improvement which may come in our 
nay. May the writings of the devout fill us with good 
thoughts ; may the examples of the righteous quicken 
our aspirations and strengthen our resolves ; may 
constant communion with Thee purify our soOls ; may 
the remembrance of the brevity of life keep us from 
delays and the vanities of the world. Bless this 
school, O Lord. Bless them that give and them that 
receive instruction. Keep Thy holy light Steadily 
before each one of us, and enable us lo grow in faith 
anr rectitude, here and hereafter. 
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TAMU-V I»R W ER. 

G(ll> our Father, \Vho ha-it bound us together 
in this family by the ties of domestic alTeclion, 
help us to dravr near to Thee. Thou art the Guardian 
of our lives, the Giver of every good, our Guide and 
Counsellor. We regard it as our best privilege that 
Thou ha.st permitted us to call Thee our Father, and 
to bow down before Thee in filial trust and obedience, 
^lay we never forget Thine infinite mercies ; may we 
rejoice that Thou, Ruler of this universe, the Infinite 
Lord of the earth and heavens, art present at this 
family altar to hear and accept our humble prayers. 
.Sweeten and strengthen those relations which bind' 
us to each other, by drawing unto Thee the aflections 
of each one of us. ' Foster in us right feelings towards 
each other, and cast out selfishness, jealousy, and what- 
soever creates discord and ill-will among us. In all 
dome.stic joys, may we gratefully remember Thee : in 
all domestic calamities, may we learn to place our trust 
ill Thee, knowing that, in Thee is all our good. O 
Thou loving God, who with more than a mother’s 
affection dost feed and protect us, preserve the souls 
of Thy children in Thj' holy keeping. Chastise us, 
if we do wrong ; bring .us back to Thee, if wc 
run astray. Help us to keep our hcart.s from im- 
purity, and our hands from unrighteous actions. Send 
unto us meekness and humility, and prepare us for 
all the vicissitudes of life. May we live as Thy 
obedient children and faithful followers. Thou art 
the Lord of this family ; make this home the abode of 
divine love, purity and faith, of peace and mutual 
good-will. Bless this family, O Lord, and make it 
truly Thine. Father of all fami ics on earth, extend 
Thy glory everywhere, .'tiid drai • unto Thee the hearts 
b 
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of all Tltv children. To-Thcc, O God, we consecrate 
our hearts and souls, that we may be Thine ever- 
histiniTlv 


CONr.UnCATIONAI. I'KA^fR 

W IJ th.infc Thee, O neneCeent God. that Thou 
hast tptthercd us again in this sacred place 
of wor-ship to glorify and adore Thee. The- blessed 
hour to which v/e were earnestly lookfng forward 
amid the anxieties and troubles of the week has noiv 
arrived. Permit us to approach Thee, and prepare 
our hearts that we ma)’ feel Thy sacred presence. 
0 Thou Light and Love, Thou art everywhere. Thou 
art before our eyes in all the objects we behold ; 
Thou rlwcllcth in the innermost recesses of the heart. 
Everywhere is Thy benignant face, and Thy loving 
arms arc around us all. Help us so to concentrate our 
souls in Thy all-pervading spirit, so to feel Thy holi- 
ness and purity, that each corrupt desire, each worldly 
craving may perish, and all the sentiments and feel- 
ings of the soul may be brought at Thy feet. May 
the pleasures which we now enjoy in Thy company 
last for ever; may they continue to sweeten our 
svholc lives, and endear Thee to us everlastingly. 
Vouchsafe to keep us always under the shadow of 
Thy protection, and guide our steps in the thorny 
p.sths of the world. Amidst the woes and sufferings 
of the world, be Thou our joy ; amid its darkness, 
he Thou our light ; amid its temptations and perse- 
cutions, be Thou our shield and armour. Promote, 
amongst us good-will and aifcction, sanctify our deal- 
ings with each other, and bind us Into a holy brother- 



PRAYERS. 


hood. Mnjy' wc aid each oilier in doings and loving 
that which is good in Thy sight. Teach us, O Lord, 
to spend all our days in Thy service, and aspire to 
'be partakers of the rich blessings and lasting joys 
of the next world. Be with us always, Thou affec- 
tionate Father, and enable ,us to grow steadily in 
Thy loyc. Bring all men under the protection of 
true faith. Kfay Thy dear name be chanted by every 
lip, and mayst Thou find a temple in every breast. 
And unto Thee wc ascribe everlasting glory and 
praise. 


IHANKSGtVING AND PRAISE 

^IJLMIGHTY God, w*e would praise Thee, and 
declare Thy mercies with joyful hearts. Thou 
art our Father, and the source of all the blessings we 
enjoy. - At Thy command, the sun giveth us light 
and heat, and the moon sheddeth its serene lustre, 
and inviteth us to rest and sleep. By Thy law, the 
uncounted stars above bespangle the heavens, and 
the fields beneath smile in the luxuriance of harvests. 
Thou upholdcst the earth and heavens, and the 
countless myriads of animated beings. Thou givest 
us food and clothing, and the manifold pleasures of 
the body, liach breath that wc draw is Thy blessing. 
Wherever .wc turn our eyes, wc behold the ext^ibi- 
tions of Thy mercy. • Not a moment passes, but it 
reveals Thy marvellous goodness. All objects prompt 
ns to gratitude, O Lord, and call forth our fervent 
praise. Thou ait the life of our life ; Thy right hand 
prcscrvclh .ui. Our sustenance cometh from Tlice, 
and all oui delight prolecdi-tli from Thee. When 
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we arc hungry, Thou feedest us ; when we are wearv, 
Thou givest us rest. When woes and calan)iti*‘s 
afflict us, Thou wipest off the tears of our eyes’: 
when despair overpowereth us. Thou sendest us hope 
and consolation. ^When we are utterly cast down. 
Thou comest to help and cheer us. When we pre 
involved in sin and wickedness. Thou dost hourly 
knock at our hearts, that w’c may receive Thine-airl 
and be saved. Though we forget Thee and seek 
Thee not. Thou keepcst us always under the shadow 
of Thy mere)’, and doest what is good for us. Thy 
mercies, O Lord, — ^who can describe? Infinite is 
riiy kindness 1 Unbounded Thy paternal love unto 
u> ! May Thy kingdom spread over the whole earth ! 
May false beliefs and false worships perish: may 
the sun of truth shine upon all mankind, and may all 
hearts worship the True God. May our lips praise 
Thee -for ever ; may our souls always send forth 
fervent thanksgivings unto Thee. May all families 
and alt nations chant Thy mercies. And unto Thy 
blessed name, O Lord, glory be for ever and ever ! 


DEATH-BED PRAYER. 

^ RACIOUS Lord, the time is approaching when 
1 shall depart from this world. All my enjoy-, 
menls and felicities have forsaken me, my dearest 
relations and friends are turning their faces from 
me, — and alone as I did come, alone shall I depart. 
From all dear connections and pleasant objects of 
this world for ever cut off, I am about to launch into 
that vast eternity which stretches forth before me, 
O 'I hou Father, Preserver and Guide, Thou who.sc 
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hands have always protected me, accept my last but 
feeble tribute of gratitude for the blessings which 
Thou hast bestowed upon me, and especially for the 
strength and opportunities with which Thou hast 
enabled me to serve and worship Thee amidst the 
temptations of the world. Known to Thee are the 
manifold sins which I have committed in my life. 
Regenerate and purify me by Thy holy spirit, and 
receive me into Thy keeping. Help me. O Lord, 
to feet Thy love in this deserted and helpless state. 
My spirits arc declining : my senses are failing me . 
no object brings me delight ; there is none to console 
or comfort my heart. All around me is darkness. 
15o Thou, O Kind Father, reveal Thy loving counte- 
nance at this .solemn hour, and iill me with the sncels 
of Thy company. I thank Thee, Lord, that Thou hast 
not forsaken me, that Tliy hands arc near to lu lp and 
protect me tvhen all other hands arc away. I thank 
Thee for Thy assurances that Thou wilt never forstikc 
me; but wilt continue to animate and purify me by 
Thy love, time without end. Thou only art mine, 
mine now and for ever, my Dcarc.st Father, my 
Kvcriasting Friend. To Thy fatherly care, 1 com- 
mend my family, friends, and brethren.* Bless them, 
O Lord, and keep them for ever under Thy protec- 
tion. The world is la.st going out of sight. I'ermil 
me now, dear Lord, to depart in faith anti hope, and 
Ie.ad me to the regions of purity and peace 



pjiAynns 


June sj, /.V75. 

>N r-ATING AND DRINKING. 

?|i7p.'\Y 1 not forj'<'t Thee, 0 Lor«l, in little things 
ilyJii *" eating and drinking may I glorify 

Thee I Teach me to see Thy. merciful hand in my 
daily meals, and consecrate the body nourished by 
them to Thy service. 


■fj!\ GOD, in the bn.sincss and cares of (he tvorhl 
be Tliou near unto me. Many become worldly- 
minded and wicked because they arc absorbed in the 
thought and pursuit of wc.ilth. Save me, Good God, 
from this danger, and sanctify my daily businu.ss. 


SASCltriC.\TION. 

7Q’ t'LER of the universe, I approach Thee as a 
sinner panting for salvation. I have no inter- 
fst in theological controversies ; they perplex, harden 
nnd kill the soul, O God. The one thing n’cedful 
(0 which my heart most anxiously looks forward 
is my sanctification here and hereafter. I care 
nJil to be a Hindu, a Christian, a Mahomedan or a 
niiddhist, but I desire to be Thy devoted disciple and 
.seivanl. From earthly churclirs set me free, and 
let fpy soul unfettered soar to Tliee, and recognise 
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Tlicc as its only Master and Saviour, its only Home 
and Joy for ever. Put a clean conscience within 
me and purify me perfectly, O my God, and Thou 
shall have given me all I need and all I seek. 


I'OR OUR COU.'irRY.MEN. 

^ OD of our fatherland, our countiymen in great 
numbers have long since quitted the prison- 
house of idolatry and darkness in quest of truth. But 
they have not yet reached Thy temple. Alas I 
many have wandered away in a wrong direction, 
and fallen into the meshes of doubt and infidelity. 
They have been deceived, O Lord, by false philo- 
sophy, and the pride of materialistic science has 
turned their hearts away from Thee. Too much 
reading makes them vain and blind, and failing to 
behold Thee and Thy law their infatuated minds 
readily fall into scepticism and sensuality. Save 
them. Merciful God, frofn the horrors of unhelicf, 
and bring them into the right path which leads to 
Thy holy cUy. 


July 4- ' t^7S- 
, indolence;. 

us to remember that oar days arc few, O 
\ vC God, and help us to niiisli the work Thou hast 
prescribed for each of us »,\ith be coming earnestness 
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nnd h. Wliat wi- can anil :>lioulfl do _:n.'1.iy 

may n'c not inilulcntly put of{ till tomorrow. 


nR01I(F.RI.Y LOVE AND MflfAL Sf-ItVICK 

'^nnUGlI wc profcsc to love Time, O God, tlmrc 
‘idi is no love amoii" o>ir.«elvcs. Wt; arc not 
lirotlicrs unto each other though we all recognise 
riiec as our common Father. Make us, Loving 
F.ilher, one in Thee through prayer and mutual 


IN THE .MIDST OF IJISCOURACF.Mn.NT. 


SIY Father, how hard Is it to work and l.abour 
r\^ in the service of Thy church when the world 
awards dishonor ns recompense, and not one among 
professed friends gives real symfiathy or encourage* 
ment. Painful is it to fight -single-handed. Yet 
s.wcet it is at such times to remember that Thou art 


near .as our truest Friend, and sweeter to accept 
the reward which Thou dost dispense unto Thy 
tried serv.ants. Even if the whole world he against 
us. grant, O Lord, that we m.ay yet cheerfully Verve 
Tliee and rejoice in the place which cometh from 
Thee. 
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AGAINST WAR, 

God of love and peace, do Thou, \vc humbly 
beseech Thee, avert the calamity of a terrible 
war about to burst upon us. It is sad to think of 
the misery and sin and bloodshed which arc caused 
by war. O Lord, Thou hast forbidden war, and 
commanded Thy children to live in peace and bro- 
therly love, so that we may be fit for Thy holy king- 
dom. Our vengeful hearts are easily excited by 
indignities and insults. Teach us, Father, to love 
our en'emies and forgive them and return good for 
evil always. Merciful Sovereign, vouchsafe unto our 
rulers, in these days, wisdom and foresight, clemency 
and patience, and keep them from bad counsel. 
May Thy good name promote peace, good-wjll and 
love among all the nations of the earth ! 


July Ti, /S;s. 

FOR UNION AMONG THE BROTHERHOOD. 

God, promote unity and brothcrliness among 
the workers in Thy vineyard. They work, 
but often do they work out their own ■ selfish ends, 
neglecting the. interests of .the community. They 
work, but they often Work independently and apart 
from each other, looking upon all others as. intru- 
ders and enemies. Pride and jealousy are in our 
•heart, O Lord, and we cannot work together inV.a 
friendly spirit as servants engaged in a common- 
cause, Teach us to remember, Master, that we afe 
all employed in Thy service, and that Thou hast 



r /c. {)-/.. \s 


n|*;iortiniirt! our rripcrtivc rlulir* anti o*iliijal!on<. 
riitl h' lp us «o lo iilt-niify our-clvt**: a*iil our ini'*/* I*- 
.1- JO !)'• ol one licirt ami one aim. Union v.j'.l (;iic 
ji^ praco, union will jjivo »»< •.tn-njilb, anti wr «inl) 
work joyfully ami mightily, v.anqui«hino our atltfi* 
t.tnC' .iiiti makinp th'- rarlli Jr^mbl*! 


KiruNAi. sriuKrr. of \vitii»o;i. 

irrSllE wntlil Jrlls mo to road bulk*, and boro, xo 
wbor O (J-ul. Tlimi art fti ?nr tiro Bo'.t Hook 
•f.d in Thro fImI! I ‘•'■ok true wMtloni l lioy toll 
rut- \-t ij.i to men for in^truct^on. Thou art iny 
I i.M Uor . to Thoc alone I look for all the lioht th;it , 
I noivl amid tlif tlarknc<!< and tpmptatioi;>t of tlio 
world. In my inrooM heart do Thou, O Kternal 
Stuirce of Wisdom, spoak, and the truth th.'.t falU 
irom Thy lips shall *a%’c me. 


rOR TALI-nS WOMHS. 

rfS N the fallen women of our city have mercy, 0 
Lord. Omniscient, Thou knowest the depth 
of misery and iniquity into sshirli they have sunk and 
the Rrcat difficulties which lie in the sv.ay of their 
recl.iraalion. Sad is it to think of their lot. Xot 
only have they ROnc down deep in sensuality and 
m.ade vice their livelihoid, but they arc cut off from 
all reformatory apeneies and means whereby they 
may vet rise lo a better position. No pood m.an 
poes to them, paid hoaks seldom reach them, not,e 
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S'! near to give good ronnsel. O God, !iow hetidchH 
these our falK’o sisters ! Society hates them and shuns 
tlicni as so man)' unclean things whose very fJrcscnce 
is poison. Who will run to their succour ? To whom 
will they look but to Thee, O Father of the help- 
less and the f-illen ? Convert and sanctify their 
heart*. t.!id help them to forsake the p.ith of wit l:ed- 
ncss. Gre.it God, tearli ail men and women conti- 
nence that the world m.iy be free from adultery, 
prostitution and all loathsome vices and become 
the abode of chastity and purity. Teach us Thy 
servants to pray to Thee ever}* now and then, tliat 
tlirough Thy blessing all victims of sensuality in tliis 
land and elsewhere ni ly be saved from their fatal 
habit: . 


.st.Ct:M OK\IOK\. 

me, Lord, into the deep phiccs of worship 
JUl where the believing heart may behold Thee 
face to face and commune with Thee secretly. I do 
not wish to be where prayers are words and' worship 
is superficial. But may my soul always he when* 
the richest treasures of truth, purity and joy are 
found in Thy in-dwclling and immediate presence. 



P/tAVUC.S. 


7:>h- /•', 'i/S- 

Ar.AINSI IMPURC Tliour.lir. 


LIVER us 
lfS}‘ unchaste 


, O Lord, from the vilcnrs; 
imagination and give us 
. The sins of youth arc apt 
tvitii and taint the ima>' 


c'fccl 



ticing reproduced through life in varied forms of 
impure iliought. O Lord, protect us, and our young 
iiK-a from tbi< frightful evil. How long can \vc 
struggle with a mind that is diseased in tin. and witli 
feelings that delight in uncteanness ? Holy Spirit 
ol Ucd.lead out every thought into the light of heaven, 
and chasten every feeling with the touch ol Thy 
iightcousiirss 


NEAR AND NEARER I;M0 I’EKIT.C I ION. 

RANT, 0 Lord, that we may ever desire, and 
'ire evsT struggle to he continually better. When- 
ever we arc s.ilisficd with the present condition of 
our soul, however high that condition may be, we arc 
at the point of a downfall. It is Thy wish, O, Thou 
Rerfcct One, to draw us always near and nearer unto 
j)>Tfeclion. Why then should we stop in the w.iy ? 
I nhc us without ceasing from one stage to a higher 
Mage of spiritual blesscdncsr, and never leave lis to 
hr t or.lcutrd with our succcs.s 
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EFFICACY OF PRAYER. 

^ WOULD love and glorify prayer, O my adorable 
Ik Father, next to Thee. In prayer I find delight 
and strength and purity. In prayer 1 see Thee and 
hear Thee. If ever I have a foretaste of heaven it 
is when I pray to Thee. Therefore shall I magnify 
prayer as my dearest and richest treasure. 0 God, 
I love prayer and am passionately attached to it, it 
is so sweet and charming. Make my daily prayers 
sweeter and truer that 1 may love them more and 
more, and find in them life everlasting. 


FOR OUR MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES. 

¥ 0UCHSAFE more light and energy, O God, 
unto our missionary brethren. We look to 
them for precepts and for examples for our guidance, 
and in times of difficulty 'and trial we repair to them 
for friendly sympathy. Save them, therefore, 0 Holy 
One, from pride and worldliness and rationalism, 
and imbue them largely with humility,, asceticism 
and faith, that they may be 'unto us and our country 
true friends and guides. Make their hearts free 
from deceit and corruption,.that their childlike and 
guileless simplicity may win souls to them. Lord 
of the true church, inflame holy zeal in all Thy 
ministers and missionaries, and send them forth to 
conquer the world, and plant Thy banners in coun- 
I rics far and near. 
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July 23 . jS75‘ 

AGAINST INTEMPERANCE. 

M AVE mercy on our country, O Lord of nations, 
and stem the tide of drunkenness. The evil 
spreads, day after day, over this fair land once dis- 
tinguished for its sobriety, and makes fearful havoc 
among the old and the young. Alas ! how many, 
O Merciful Father, of our dear countrymen have 
fallen victims to this fell habit!. How many have 
died in agony, leaving behind them helpless widows 
and orphans, and corrupt examples that will yet do 
their evil work among generations unborn. How 
disease, crime and vice in all their horrid forms are 
ruining our country 1 How men and women are 
crying for relief 1 O Lord, save this nation from the 
jaws of intemperance, and crush all institutions and 
laws which encourage the evil. Give unto our rulers 
wisdom and charity that they may feel for their 
subjects and secure their happiness, health and 
purity by wise legislation. To our Governor-General 
and our Lieutenant-Governor, and all their coun- 
cillors vouchsafe such light as may enable them to 
save our country from a most degrading vice as far 
as is possible with human agencies. And we shall 
thank Thee and bless Thy dear name for ever and 
ever. 


FOR INWARD PURITY. 

»^HERE is sin, O my Redeemer, in my very 
'iC, bones. Pluck it out, and destroy the roots of 
all my evil habits. 1 am outwardly clean but inter- 
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nallj^ l am foul and wicked, and it is because the root 
is still in me that [ (ail to lead a bolj' life in spite of 
my prayers and frequently fall into sin. O God, 
wash my heart clean with the waters of Thy redeem- 
ing grace. 


rUF. Lives OF PROPHETS AND SAI.VTS. 

live.s of saints of all ages and countries bless 
'ilj, Thou, O my God, to my soul’s benefit. Truly 
they are a revelation, and if read aright they can 
enlighten and ennoble the heart. Lord, teach me 
to_ approach them in spirit and draw from them such 
wi.sdom and strength, purity and joy as they may 
afford us by their examples and precepts. May I not 
neglect the light of the past, but may I connect my 
soul with the long line of prophets and dispensations 
th.at have gone by, and find in them living truth. 
O God. .summon all departed saints to come and 
dwell in the heart of this sinner. 


AGMNST HOLLOW AND I.N’SINCERE PRAYERS 

?J^EEPEN our prayers, Holy Spirit, and infuse 
more life and fire into our devotion. Grant 
that everyone among us who prays may be found 
righteous and pure and devoted to Thy service, 
’^roni hollow and insincere prayers, individual and 
congregational, deliver us, and so regulate and 
enliven our daily and jvcekly worship that each 
word uttered may bring b.ack to is the blessings of 



Iiolino<!‘; and jny and prove an in'itrunieni of-^Anrii- 
licntion 


August j, /Syj. 
VALUE OF TIME. 


have no idea, O God, of the value of time, 
it sinfully, not rememl>crin.!r 
that we shall have to give an .account of our use of 
it Each hour, if rightly employed, would open up 
to us a world of self-help and of usefulness to society. 
Each moment might become to us the fountain of 
increased f.aitb and purity and charity. How many 
such golden moments and hours we spend unprofit- 
ably and even unrighteously. O God ! Teach us to 
make a right use of our days, so that we may feel that 
we have not only (not) w.istcd opportunities of being 
good and doing good, but that we have extracted 
from each p.assing hour as much good ns we could 
and should have done. May we consecrate every 
da> and hour unto Thee 


FOR OUR WOMANHOOD. 


GOD, help the women of the land, help our 
fOl wives, mothers, sisters, and daughtrr.s. Father, 
Thou knowest how miserable is their condition. In- 
tellectually and socially they are in the midst of 
darkness and sorrow. -The customs and usages of 
the country arc .against their improvement, and would 
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keep them perpetually in a slate of spiritual bond- 
age. We humbly call on Thee. Merciful God, and ask 
Thee to vouchsafe unto them light and life. Grant 
that they may join us in our pilgrimage to the 
heavenly land, and share those precious blessings of 
knowledge and faith which Thou art showering on 
ns in these d tys. 


AN EtSV AND NXTURAt. FAIIH. 

HAVE heard, 0 my Father, that there is a place 
^ in Thy spirUual kingdom where Thy devotees, 
attain piety and purity with case. They love and 
serve Thee as easily as they breathe. Tliey arc 
carried along the strong current of Thy grace, and 
religion is not to them, as it is to ns, a painful con- 
flict, a continued struggle. O God, help me to reacli 
that favoured spot that I too may be as free and 
happy as they in the possession of an easy and 
natural faith. Long have I toiled. Grant, 0 Lord, 
that I may lind no difficulty in worshipping and obey- 
ing Thop. and that everything concerning Thee may 
be/'r.ee^ unto me. 


POVERTY. 

"r-aORD. we have tried prosperity and we have 
tried poverty. The former has vitiated us ; 
the latter has proved favorable to our spiritual and 
moral growth. Poverty makes us humble and curbs 
pride and arrogance, i Poverty restrains the lusts 





of tliP flesh and all the passions of the heart. ^Poverty 
makes us fove and honour' each other. ' Po^'crty 
sweetens religion and make.s Thee, O God, dear to 
us Therefore vre pray unto Thee, kind God, teach 
us poverty and asceticism, and make us always lowly 
in spirit. 


tpCfSOW O Lord ! that Thou hast opened out before 
me the deep sinfulness of my soul, 1 beseech 
Thee to cure it. I never knew before that my heart 


O Lord, what avails this self-knowledge unless it is 
followed by self-correction, and to that end I beseech 
Theejlo help me. Make my soul ever pure, and ever ‘ 
innocent, content to bear Thy chastisement, and to 
be humiliated before Thee, and before all men. 


IN AFFLICTION. 

/Sweeten my spirit in the midst of my aflliction, 
O Lord, .md teach roe to bless Thee with a 
broken heart. When Thou gavest me joy and de- 
light, f accepted it with thankfulness, and now if 
Thou offerest me the bitter cup shall I not drink it ? 
My Good God, cause me to fee) Tliy presence when 
danger and sorrow are nrar, that I may feel Thy 
hand holds me in the midst of the darkness. 




NO WORK, BOr WHAT IS APPORIIONED BY OOO. 

LOVE comrauiiion, unceasing and sweet comi 
I munion ; but my friends tell me, O my God, that 
I must go and work. I confess. Father, I am averse to 
all work, except such jeis 1 feel to be Thy woik. 
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Whatsoever Thou commandest I shall do. 'iheerfully 
and enerjgetically, toiling the whole day, need be, 
for there is joy in such labour and devotion too. But 
1 would not, for the sake of the love and allegiance 
I have vowed unto Thee, do anything which Thou 
hast not apportioned to me as my work, or which may in 
any way disturb the spirit of communion or inflame the 
evil passions of the heart. Grant, O Lord, that amid 
the activities of life 1 may preserve the serenity and 
sweetness of devotion and that in all that 1 do 1 may 
abide in Thee and be with Thee. 


AGAINST UNBROTHERLINKSS AND RACE ANTAGONIS.M. 

God, jealousy and unbrotberliness rage 
in this land, and separate communities, sects 
and 'classes from each other. Neither religion nor 
the interests of a common country can unite us into a 
co-operative brotherhood. How long shall we natives 
of the soil war with each other and with the ruling 
race, while our dear country is being demoralized and 
ruined by such internal feuds and social antipathies ? 
Whatever our peculiarities and diliercnces may be 
O God, grant that we may work with one heart for 
the amelioration of our great country, loving and 
honouring each other, and allowing and helping each 
to do the work Thy Providence has appointed for 
him. Good God, promote love, mutual confidence 
and respect, and brotherhood among all the sections 
of the nation. 



/'A'AV/^KS. 


IN THE IVORI.D ANII Vr.T ABOVE IT. 

M y Gotl, in days gonv by saints and dcvotec.s 
usrd to rrtire from the norld in old age .and 
Rive tbcmstivrs op wholly to devotion and communion. 
And they rejoiced they could serre Thee and love 
Thee without hindrance in their sacred retreats far 
from tl-.e temptations and vexations of the world My 
soul likewise pants for lonely rommunion with 
Thee and desires to run at once into Thy bn.som. 
What means shall 1 cmploj* to jjive eflecl to my soul'.s 
yearninp.s? Tell me. O Lord of devotees Home 
and family and friends t will not desert, for that would 
he ajjainst Tliy law. So arrange then, 0 Friend 
and Guide, my household affairs, lliat I may convert 
my own home into a hermit’.s abodt; and find hills and 
valley.s where I am for solitar)' meditation. May I 
spend the re.«idue of my life as a retired ascetic, 
amid and yet apart from the temptations and trials, 
business a'nd pleasures of society ! Though in the 
world m.iy I j'Ct be above it ! 


Augttif /j, /d’75. 

FOR DEVOTIONAL IIAIIITS. 

*^rfHEmorc I pray, O myGod, the more am I ple,i,sed. 
yC* I rejoice in my own prayers. The words that 
go out of my mouth gladden me. For this I thank Thee 
heartily. I have hitherto v.alucd prayer lor the fruits 
it yields and the response it brings from Thee in the 
course of time. But I now feel Good God, tlutt the 
very act of prayer i-> sweet and agrcealdc, and that 
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there is abundant joy in devotion itself. Hel )■ 'me 
then to cultivate dev-otioiial habits with increased 
fervency, day after day, that I may realirc both their 
benefits and' their joys. 


FOR OUR WIVES. 

W o Thee, O Omniscient God, arc known all the 
obstaclc.s that lie in the path of our spiritual 
jrrowth. Thou knowest that our relations to our 
wives arc not favourable to our progress, and cause 
much Uneasiness and impurity. They arc not what 
they ought to be, hcljiful companions in our spiritu 
journey. Thou hast ^ven them to us that they ma, 
lighten our sorrows, sympathize with us in our 
misfortunes, soften our hearts and help us in sanctify* 
ing our homes. But they have not proved helpful to 
us in the way Thou desiresl, both on account of their 
own faults and the manner in which we treat them. 
In the world they help us ; but, O Lord, they impede 
the soul's growth in faith, love, purity and commu- 
nion. They are not our companions in our prayers, 
in the deeper consciousness of religious life. Bless 
them, God, and make them our spiritual friends and 
companions, that we may see Thee together, and 
serve Thee together, and with one heart glorify Thee 
for ever and ever. 
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AGAINST DIGOTRV AND SCCTARIANISM. 

AVIOUR. deliver us from bipotry and sectarian 
narrowness of heart. It is strange, Lord, that 
religion .should make us hate each other, and that 
in Thy name we .should maltreat our bretlin-n, giving 
vent to the worst feelings of jealousy, anger and 
vindictiveness. Tliose who are not of our faith »ve 
put ass ay with contempt and scorn, on the plea of 
our religious cxaltedncss and the sanctity of our 
church. But Thou forsakc.st none, no, not even infidels 
and atheists. Thou art kind and compassionate to 
all, Thou hatest not Thy unbelieving children. Why 
then shall we, O God ? Teach us to pity and help 
those who differ from os and belong not to our 
fold, and help us to pray unto Thee for their dcli- 
s-erance from error and unbelief. Even those who 
deny Thee, O Lord, may sve love and serve svitb 
brotherly compassion and interest, that sve may pros'c 
ss'orthy of the true church that haleth not but spread- 
elh the kingdom of love 


roil A CI.EAN CONSCIENCE. 

ROVE all things I desire a clean conscience l 
icSi give it, O God, for I caii have no peace svJth- 
oul it. if I jiray daily but have no purity of chatactrr, 
of wh.it avail are ray prayers? How can I .rejoice 
in devotion if it docs not subdue all my carnal pas> 
finns and chasten all my thoughts and wishes, all my 
words and deeds. Without purity my life cannot be 
aeecptable unto Thee, though I may pray ever ?o 
many times. Kay c\-cn*rhc world svill c.dl me a 
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holiowlhearted hypocrite, and treat mvr outwar^^^icty 
as vile insincerity. Grant that my daily prayt-ts may 
SO sanctify the depths of my heart that I may find no 
impure thought within. May each day of my life be 
bright and stainless, and may f daily draw near that 
stage of purity wherein it will not be possible for nie 
to desire or conceive, anything w-rong. O Fount.ain 
of Holiness, dwell Thou ever in the heart of this 


August SI, tSjS- 
AGAINST SPIRITUAL PRIDE. 

URB my pride, O God, for pride is one of my 
worst foes. When I was in the world I was 
nrou'l of tiriies and position, wealth and power. 
Since I have joined Thy church I have through Thy 
nracO cast away wotldly pride. But I am now a 
victim of spiritual arrogance. Mv wicked heart has 
only exchanged one form of pride for another. Even 
when I am humble and poor I feel proud of my 
humility and poverty, f feel that others are inferior 
to me in devotion, faith and purity, and cannot pray 
and live so well as I do. My jealous and proud heart 
would not allow a brother to sUnd near it. Father, 
chastise this stiff-necked sinner, and make me humble 
and meek. Bring me down to thc_ dust, and help 
me to feel how utterly worthless I am in Thy sight. 



PKAYKJiS. 


SKRVE Krtl) AMIOSr WORUJLY AVOCATIONS. 

?CXLESSEI> arc they who have dedicated their 
.CL? _ live*! entirely to Thee, O Lord, .itid cultivate 
devotion and charity as their sole mis.sion, for they 
glfidly serve Thee day and night and rejoice in Thee 
always. Hut we are fettered with the chains of daily 
Inisiiics-i. .apd cannot freely enjoy communion with 
Thee. living men of the world we have to attend 
to numerous calls and engagements and are often 
troubled with anxieties and cares which make us 
turn away from Tnee. Grant, O God, that amid such 
unfavour.ible circumstances wc may cling to Thy feet 
with firmness and humility and 'a full sense of the 
dangers which beset us. Give us strengtli so to 
subdue the world with Thy law and spirit that we 
may remain pure and cheerful amid all its temptations 
and tri.als. Though in the world, may we be spiri- 
tually-minded. and may the lowest^ work, of life btf 
lialluwed by Thy presence. 


ro SriTI-h IN HEAVEN 

tabest me to heaven while I pray, hut [ 
'JlC myself down to hell when I go 'to tlie. 

world to work. Is there noj, O my Saviour, such a 
pl.ace in hc.avcn as I may - fasten myself to during 
devotion so that neither the pleasures nor sorrows of 
daily life may draw roc aavay from it ? Give me such 
a place, dear God, that I may hide myself there the 
f*.xt time I go to worship Thee, and never again 
return from it to this world of sin and shame. A. 
‘••mil )r.ary sojourn in heaven Thy gr.acc has often 
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helped me to enjoy- I now entreat Thee, Lprd,_ to 
give me permission and power to settle in Thine 
abode. 


PERSONAL GOD. 

^^ORMLESS Invisible Spirit, to us Thou art a 
Person, clothed in all the attributes of personal 
love and holiness. VVe know Thou art not man. 
This we know also that Thou art not an abstraction.. 
We will not color Thee with the passions of human- 
ity, nor can we imagine Thee away into thin and 
empty space. But in the inmost heart Thou shalt 
abide as our dear Father and Friend, speaking to us 
tender words of counsel and comfort, wiping oiT the 
tears of our eyes, feeding us, guarding our hearths and 
homes, running about with us wherever we go and 
doing everything to please and sanctify us. We 
thank Thee that Thou hast dissipated from the world 
that foolish doctrine that none can love Pure Spirit. 
Here art Thou, Loving Father; we see Thee and 
worship Thee, and magnify Thy sweet personal love. 


August 2g, 1875. 
SELF-CONSECRATION. 


merciful Lord, permit me to retire from the 
eQu world, its activities and pleasures. Long have 
1 been in it and' served it. And now, Master, I ask 
Thee to let Thy servant' depart from it in peace. I 
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will not forsake home and friends and spend the rest 
of my life in a distant retreat, in solitary devotion, 
but will continue to do Thy will in my own humble 
sphere in the world and try to discharge my duties 
to those around me. I prav for this only that I may 
altogether renounce worldliness and give my heart 
to Thee. I do not M’ish to be fettered any longer, 
but hope to be enabled to remain always absorbed 
in Thy love. Do Thou help me to cart}- out this my 
cherished desire. Sanctify my relations to my family 
and neighbours and enable me to square my accounts 
with the world, that I may wholly consecrate myself 
to Thy woc.ship and service in the inner temple of 
my heart. 


FOR STUDENTS. 


Thou not bless these youthful and help- 
less students lynng at Thy feet, 0 God ? We 
are engaged in pursuing knowledge and acquiring 
the treasures of science. Great dilHcuUics beset us, 
and there arc many temptations and dangers in our 
path, from which, Good Lord, set us free. Too much 
reading may make us vain^- secular studies ra.ay 
make us sceptical and worldly-minded ; the love of 


amusement during moments of recreation may ex- 
pose us to corruptions and vicious ple.asurcs : constant 
Association with gay youths may teach us levity and 
.rivolity. Deliver us from these evils. Father, and 
so regulate our studies and amusements that we may, 
while' gathering earthly knowledge, be filled with 



t>.at liifihcr nitdoni which ieadctb the wul te ancliix 
and ^alvatioll. 


rUK rilR CUUCATION ULPAKf-MCM 

TfXlJiSS the Eduction Di |iattiaent. t) God, niid 
];rant liRlit and guidance unto thrsp u he ati* 
rntiu^tfd «viih iu mnnagi-ment. To ulucate the 
men and women of the land >o m to (it thorn fur time 
.ind eternity ii a work of great rcsponsibilitv. \Vu 
pray unto Thee that ail tho^e who are engaged in 
the woric may fully lealue the reaponsibility. Tcaih 
..11 — r andteachen, inspectors and dirt ‘ 


the sacrcdnc&s of their vocation, and help them • 
to feel tliat without Tliinc aid they cannot safely guide 
or nurture the tender hearts of their young pupils. 
May- they alwaj-s remember that the true end ol 
education is to enrich the student with Tliy truth 
and qualify him for Thy service. May all our schools 
.ind colleges he, under Thy guidance, nururrics of 
iruihfulness, wi>dom, purity and blessrdnrw, and 
L men trained therein go out int 
II of Thy light, and be blessed 


Sfftenher 
FOR GOD- VISION. 

TC WAS an iddaier, O Goil, but now, I thank Tlii-e, 
.A. I am n Tbewt. My inlrllerl rcjmccs that it lia» 
given up irror and rccognUcd the true God .Mv 
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heart, however, has not found entire satisfaction in 
the change. For when I was an idolater I used to 
see my deity and felt much joy in, the perception. 
But now I worship Thee and yet see Thee not, for 
Thou art the Supreme Spirit, invisible and unseen. 
My betters have told me that it is possible to see 
Thee with the eye of faith, as vividly as' men see 
external objects. The joys of such perception, vouch- 
safed to saints and all true believers, do Thou ,0 
Merciful Father grant unto me yet groping in the 
earlier stages of Theistic worship. Have mercy on 
this infant soul and enable me to behold Thy loving 
countenance. 


AGAINST HYPOCRISY. 


RE we not hypocrites, Lord ? VVe come to Thee 
in the garb of sanctity and pour forth prayer 
and praise in the choicest language of devotion. We 
pass before the world as Thy believers and worship- 


pers, and receive esteem and affection wherever we 
go. But what filthy hearts do we carry within us, 
and how unwilling are ive to apply the spirit of our 
daily devotion to our lives ! We pray like saints 
but we live like sinners. Thine all-seeing eye is a 
witness of our secret sins and of the anxiety and 


watchfulness with which we are every moment trying 
to hide those sins and appear respectable in society. 
Deliver us frofm the curse of hypocrisy, Almighty 


Redeemer ; and teach us to live righteou.sly that we 
may be true to our professions and prayers all the 
days we live. 



PRA YRRS. 


WUH COD ALWAYS. 

y^f^HOU .nrl the most beautiful of all objects ar.d 
^ persons, f have seen, O Thou dearest God of 
my life. None so sweet to my soul as TIiou iny 
Father and Friend. How I rejoice when in Thy 
company, 1 refresh and gladden my spirit under 
Thy benignant eyes ! How I remove all cares .and 
sorrows of the world by simply bowing beneatl. Thy 
feel! How my heart becomes a romantic garden, 
redolent of sweet fragrance .and music, when Thy 
lovin" and serene face shines upon me and Thy 
words breathe peace into my cars I How during 
tommunion I .am immersed in Thee, O Thou Ocean 
of Love and Bliss! Therefore f pray Thee, my 
Comfort and Joy for ever, do not desert me; never. 
O never desert me, but be with me .alw.ays. rlion 
art the light of my eye and the pearl neckl.acc of my 
heart-: to live apart from Thee is sorrow and de.ath 
to me. O Lord, continue to abide in me, Thou poor 
man’s treasure. 


EXPLORING PARTY TO THE INNER SANCTUARY. 

arc a small band of devotees, searching 
vi5.' Thee, O Lord, not in market places nor in 
tvin^cs, but in hidden retreats, far from the world’s 
g.aze. So far as Thy spirit can be attained in public 
places we have reached Thee. But much remains 
yet to be seen and enjoyed in the inner sanctuary of 
Thy house, where communities and congregations 
liavc no access .and where supcrfici.il search is un- 
availing. Therefore have ivc determined O Thou 
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secret and inexhaustible mine of wealth, to form a 
small exploring party of select friends, and with 
sufTicicnt provisions ^o forth exploring Thy hidden 
nature and discovering treasures yet unknown. We 
humbly implore Thy blessings upon this holy expedi- 
tion. Grant, Good God. that wi- may pass success- 
fully through deep devotion and communion to the 
land we seek.. 


Seplentber ts, iSjS- 
IN OLD AGE. 


-■QjEilOLD, 0 Lord, old age is slowly overtaking 
me, and grey hairs are upon my 'head. It is 
meet that I should at this time forsake the vanities 
of the world, and be conscious of my true state. The 
ambition of my life is still remaining unsatisfied, and 
iny great work unaccomplished. Unfold within me 
the germ of truth. Give unto me Thy strength, and in 
Thy love and peace keep me submerged. So that 
deaf to all false praise and blame I may do the good 
work Thou hast appointed for me and enter into the 
peace and rest ITiou hast prepared for me. 


BLESSINGS OF AFFLICTION AND SORROW 

OD of love, Thou knowest me and carest for 
me. Thou alone hast the right therefore to 
afllict me. Tlie sorrows which Thou sendest arc 
leal and deep, but they do not saidcii, they sweeten 
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my ‘spirit. In being humbled I feel 1 am sanctified, 
and in being stricken I am made worthy to be called 
Thy servant. Lord afflict me as much as Thou 
would-.t, but grant that my grief may always bring 
me nearer and yet nearer to Thee. 


TO ABIDE IN THE HOUSE OF COD. 

I come to Thee, O my God, and daily 
XJ' I return from Thee. Wilt Thou not make 
me abide with Thee for ever? 1 am tired of walking 
to and fro, and I feat this long journey forward and 
backward, for the distance is very great from .Thy 
hou.se to the world, will soon overpower my fceljle 
soul. Grant me a corner in Thy house that I may 
permanently abide there and bring the sorrows of a 
wayfaring life to a close. To be with Thee continu. 
ally all the hours of the day, sitting, standing, walking, 
is a most precious privilege which Thy servant long#- 
for Vouchsafe unto me but this privilege and I 
shall have all I desire. 


IN SOLITUDE. 

.^OLITUDE is sweet, O God, for in solitude one 
i{3 enjoys Thy lovely (lonely ?) whispers. When I 
am alone Thou speakest to me much deeper truths than 
those Thou revealest in the market-place before the 
multitude. There Thou speakest to «s, but here to 
wic. How I desire, O my dearest Saviour, to open my 
heart to Thee in the unreserved language of filial 





frndc'neiis divMtcd nf atl foniK and ceremonies: 
and how I wish to hear Fhee speak to me with all 
the familiarity of a‘lovin|r Father and Mother ! Sprak, 
O Goil, freely and anresem>dly, and tell me all Thou 
hast {>>11 to say to iiistruot me. cheer me .md save 


iNri.viTa PORCtvmcss oi con 

ifjR GOD, Than art exceedingly trndeislieartrd . the 
sweetness of Tliy fatherly solicitude sarpasses 
•lekcriptinn. The sorrows oi even the most wicked of 
Thy children do nat please Thee, nor art Thou even 
so hard as to be deaf or indifferent to the cries of the 
lesst of them. Thou canal not bear the thought 
that any of Thy children should perish. And the^ 
fore we find Thee daily dispensing various means 
to win back those that have gone astray. Thy love 
is most active. Thy providence never ceases to work 
for our redemption. Thy patience has no bonnds. 
Tuy forgiveness is infinite. If we sin a thousand 
times Thou art as anxious as ever, in the plenitude 
of Thy luve, to give us salvation in return for our 
wickedness. It is a comfort to see Thee abiding 
with us and working day and night, with more than 
a mother's tenderness, to dePiver us from evil. Good 
Lord, it is su'uct to lliink of Thy love 
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FOR OUR RULERS. 

MON’G those that Ml over us as rulcr.s there is, 
Lord, very little real interest in the welfare 
ol the subject-population. Do Thou, Great (3od, 
incline their hearts to the advancement of the moral 
and material prosperity of those whom Thou hast 
confided to their rare. As foreigners they cannot, 
and perhaps do not care to understand our real wants 
and interests, and they are too worldly-minded and 
.self-seeking to be an.vious for the welfare of the 
people Enable them to feel the weight of their 
re^ponsdiilities, and to use properly the immense 
power and resources they possess unto the good of 
the country. Help them to cultivate charity, justice, 
meekness, humility, and all other r irtucs that in^y 
make them useful and dear to the people under their 
sn ay. May they love Thee, Lord, and serve Thee, 
and may the country benefit b)- the influences of their 
persons! character and good government. 


1.ESSO.N FROM AN EVIL EXAMPI-F,. 

ESTERDAY, O God, the local court sentenced 
a young man to be hanged, for he was found 
guilt) of having murdered a woman of ill-fame. Lust 
and drink have proved this man's curse, and he will 
soon leave this world in sin, .shame and misery, 
leaving behind him a helple.ss widow to lament and 
an unconcerned public for a moment to pity his 
fate and csccrate his name. But who can conceive, 
without comp.'ission, the sorrows of the unfortunate 
wife, sorrows cau.<.cd by the infamous career of 



Pf{Ayi:jiS. 


■fS 


ail imniural liu-iband ? The heart aches to think 
of her (uliire. O Merciful Father, save tliis land from 
those monstrous vires, lust and drunken- ness, and 
make the case of this yoiin" man an example and 
warnin'; unto all the youths of the country. 


spiRiTuti- t'jroxicAriO'i. 

HAVE tasted, Fatlicr deal, the ivinc of sweet 
Jl, communion, which day after day Thou hast 
poureil into my heart during my morning prayers, 
•iiid I feet extremely happy. But such wme no longer 
s’tils the advanced stage of devotion to which Thou 
ii.ist brought me, and my heart naturally craves for 
stronger drink. From Thy incxluaustiblc .rtorc-housc 
do Thou graciously supply me with such nectar of 
love and joy as may keep mv soul under its inebriat- 
ing influences all d.iy and night. Experience has 
convinced me that there is far more real liappine.ss 
in s[)i,itual intoxication than in all the pleasure.s ol 
the world put together. Therefore I humbly pray 
unto Thee, O Father, vouchsafe unto me far more 
inebriating cuinnmiiion lliaii I have yet lasted. 


FOR PAriEtN’CR. 

ATIENCE is a small virtue. Lord and 1 am apt 
In despise it. Yet how often have I found 
that it is mighty in saving the sou] from sin and des- 
truction. The heart siiiks wlieicvcr clouds gather 
.-iiiiuiid It. It los’’s Luiiragr and fmtitude and falls into 
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gloomy despondency, if it cannot pray iveli or live 
righteously in consequence of carnality, and then it 
begins to feel that nothing can make it holier and ' 
that therefore it must pve up everything in desp?ir. 
But, Gracious God, Thou hast taught me that to be 
patient in such trials and reverses is to overcome 
them, and that one has only to wait with forbearance 
and he is sure of rising above his trials. Grant 
O God, that 1 may never be impatient, but that 1 
may ever hopefully look up to Tliee and praverfullv 
await the day of peace in the season of danger 

and trial. ® 


September 2b, /Syj. 
FOR OUR LITfLE BAND. 


0 Thou 

^ Faithful Shepherd of mcnl and defend us against 
the wiles of the wicked. Our worst enemies have 
been, and yet are in the midst of os. \Ve have 
defeated Thy holy purposes, we have defiled the 
purity of fh}; household, we have rebelled against 
Thy dispensation. How long, yet how long, 0 Thou 
God of long suffering mercy, wilt Thou permit such 
vile things? Behold Tliy faithful servants are 
aggrieved, the members, of Thy house cry out in 
agony and despair, and all hearts are filled with gloom 
and sadness. . With Thy right arm of, power defend 
the good against the evil, the weak against triumphs 
of wicked strength, defend the unstained reputation 
of Thy sons and daughters who have been called 
by Thee, and be with Thy children at all times. 
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POVERTY. 


X BESEECH, Thee, O Lord, vouchsafe unto me the 
jl* grace of poverty. Enable me to find out my 
utter worthlessness, and afllict me with the sense ot 
my deep want. Thee. O Lord ' I have not found, 
and in Thy absence my wisdom is folly, and my 
goodness -self-deception. O my God if others have 
learnt to disbelieve and scorn me for my wickedness, 
why should I not do the samething to myself ? 
Henceforth let mv name be counted with the poor 
in spirit, and n>y face bear the marks of inward 
indigence. Ereclv give unto me the unspeakable 
<»r.acc of feeling that I am utterly without the means 
of sahalion and purity, so that in Thy fulness 1 may 
find my whole resource and hope. Lord be Thou mine, 
and though I be contemned and spurned I will be 
happy and peaceful. 


UrE IN COD. 


trw MY God, it it has pleased Thee to take away 
wjw a portion of my happiness in this world that 
I may know, love, and serve Thee with a whole heart, 
Wilt” i^ then my spirit divided still, and my heart 
so dull and cold? It is • not that I want to regain 
what I have lost, but that 1 do not want to gain Thee 
with sufficient earnestness. Life in Thee, my God, 
is not yet such a reality to me that I shall seek it 
and cherish the whole ambition of my being for it. 
Prayer and communion arc more real than bi^re, 
and morning after morning I would approach'Thec 
with all the devotion of faith 1 find in my soul. But 
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to live in Thee, 1 am not nnxioui, to ‘■pend my d.iy 
with Tliee, in Thee, for Thee. The occup.ittons of life 
t.ike me to a di.itancc from the object of iny prayer, 
and the scene-: of the world dull and deaden iny 
spiritual eye My God, cause me tj find in Thtv 
tfie sustenance and habitation of my s-jul day and 
night. Crown my aflliclion by a conscious enjoy- 
ment of Thy hallowed nearness -all the moments of 
the day. Fill me with the blessedness of realizing 
that I am Thine and in Thee at all place*, under all 
I ircumstances, and for ever. Amen ! 


nROim;Ri.Y tovn. 

God, we, a small band of Thy .seivants, 
have been worshipping and serving Thee to- 
gether for many long years, and trying to live like 
a united family. But after years of varied endea- 
vours and much devotion we find we do not love 
I ai li other as we should. That term of endearment 
‘ brother" wc arc not yet fit to apply to each other, 
so great is our mutual distance. Lord draw our 
liearl.s nearer to «-.ich other, and help us to cast aw.iy 
selfi.shness, envy, jc.alousy, and .all p.assiuns th.ii 
separate and esiraiigc ns. Teach us lo love anil 
honour each other as Tiiv children, and sit at Thy 
feet alway.s as a loving .and blessed family. 
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HEAVEN or PEACE AND JOY. 

^ WISH to go deeper into Thy loving and tender 
heart. O my (3od, that the world’s cares and 
temptation.^ may not reach me, and I m.iy ever 
remain absorbed in Thy sweetness 1 have tried 
many places, but none Ls tree (ram trials and troubles. 
In Thy bosom alone is there rest for me Help me 
tu abide there and lind salvation in that tranquil 
heaven of peace and joy. 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIFS. 

/IiT,.-VUSE Thy light,- Almighty God, to shine on all 
(3iQ> ChrUtian missionaries working in this land. 
Do Thou revive, we earnestly beseech Thee, their 
declining zeal and energies, and increase their spiri- 
timlity and dev. tion. Unlike the noble band of 
apostles, martyrs and saints that have preceded them, 
they arc, at least most of them, dull prc.achers of 
dogmas that bring neither light nor life to our nation. 
O Loril, if they have come to benefit us may their lives 
show more earnestness, self-denial and prayerful ness. 
M.-ikc them worthy of Christ and acceptable to the 
people among whom they labour by imbuing their 
hearts largely with tlmt simplicity of faith, sweetness of 
devotion and lowliness of asceticism without which 
preaching is sure to be ineffectual. Lord, teach them 
to be humble and poor, and turn moyc to Ibe spirit 
than to empty forms, so that they ra.ay prove truly 
helpful in le.ading our countrymen to purity of life 
and godliness. 



4<! P/iAyJi/iS. 


TE\CH ME TO PRAY. 

lil^ORl), teach me to pr.iy. I have been prayin,^ 
, 32 | for many years, and yet there is wickedi'.ers 
fnou<;h in me. \ly prayers li.i\c not been qmic 
sincere ; much that I have said unto Thee from time 
to time, went forth from my lips, not my heart. I feel, 
and I confess with penitence, th.it I have often 
indulged in hypocritical praycr.s before Thee, Were 
I a true adorer I would be a* better and holier man 
to-d.iv than I am Let me not look to the language 
uf d<‘votion, not to its forms, but its rcalitv. Let me 
not pray like a philosopher or a rhetoriefan, but as .1 
child full of sintpUcity and frankness may I alway.s. 
speak unto Thee. That is true prayer O my God,; 
in which the soul makes no effort, but glides ‘.along 
the tide of natural instincts and impulses. Sit Thou 
before me as my Father, and teach me to speak as 
a child. 


October 3, tSjs- 
U.'tFAITHFULNESS. 

witness, O Lord, to the unfaithfulness 
of the .servants whom Thou hast so highly 
blest. Thy work has been neglected and Thy house 
has not been built because Thy sen-ants, who hold 
commission from Thee, arc fond of case and pleasure. 
Thou hast rcpetitedly exhorted and warned them that 
Thy commandments are not to be. trifled with, bill 
asleep in idleness .ind wilfulm-ss th-y hive not needed 
Thy voice. Giant now lh.tt we m.iy be aware of the 
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danoor which incviiably follonsdUoliedicnco of Thcp, 
and take pains to repair the niischiefthat our character 
has prodit c'-d. Siificr us no more to take advantage 
of Thy goodness, and give us no more indulgence. 
We do not deserve any further long-suffering, because 
our offences have been many and great. Compel us 
to serve Iho.'c whose servants Thou hast made us. 
Afflict us. and chastise us that we may look up to 
Thee only for our reward and consolation in the mulst 
of our labours and trials. 


SELF-FLATTrRV AND CROOKEDNESS OF HEART. 

unto US, O God. the gates of Thy secret 
kingdom which is far removed from tins world. 
Disallow .and destroy every falsehood of deed and 
word which comes in the way of our beholding the 
light of that kingdom. Persuade us to eschew 
tfie false conceits and imaginations which in our 
vanity vu confound with true religion. Give unto 
os the simplicitv and meekness of mind whcrcunto 
Thy holy will is' revealed. Our worst enemies are 
(.clMlaltcry, and a crookedness of heart which takelli 
delight in unrealities. O Lord, deliver us from the 


October to, 181$. 

MUTOAL CONFIDENCE. 

IJPjflOW can Thy servants work, O Lord, without 
mutual confidence of any kind ? That we arc 
unworthy is a fact, and left to our own jiidg^inenl 



so 
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would injure Tliy cause, without being able to 'erve 
it. Out since Thou hast chosen us, given u.s the 
great privilege of calling on Thee, and relying on 
Thy strength, why should we not seek Thy light, and 
in Thy wisdom be wise to serve Thee well ? O Thou 
who art the Master of us .all, inspire us with the 
right feeling towards each other, and give unto us 
the blessing whereby We may depend upon each other 
w itli respect and confldcnce. 


OUR COUNTRY-WOMEN. 

M .-WE mercy, O Lord, upon the women of this 
country who arc so unhappy. They have not 
the light of knowledge, neither do they enjoy the 
light of Thy face. Kept apart from society they pine 
in selfishness, superstition, and the love of mean 
worldly pleasures. They are the sport of men, and the 
objects of their unholy desires. Taken out from 
their present condition, they run the risk of being 
insulted and wrongly treated by 'the sterner sex, .and 
they may also catch the treacherous vices of false 
rermcmcnl. We pr.ay unto Thee, O God, deliver them 
trom these manifold evils, place them in their right 
position, and in modesty, purity, and true womanly 
goodness make them the ornaments and safe-guards 
ol .society. 
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HAPPINESS IN DEVOTION. 

RffHOU art peace, O Lord; Thy very presence 
soothes the heart and banishes sorrow. Who 
is there that came to Thee full of troubles and over- 
burdened with sorrow that did not go away rejoicing ! 
In this v.iHcy of tears how often does the heart faint 
and sink amid surrounding darkness ! But Thou, O 
Lird of joy, art the devotee’s strength and peace, 
and he enjoys sunshine in the darkest night. He 
does not worship Thee for dut)r’s sake, but his prayer 
is a pleasure. Thou makest him smile day and night 
in Thy presence. Help me, O God, to find such 
h.ippiness in devotion that 1 may be with Thee for 
ever and ever. 


SURRENDER OF SELF. 

^ 11. WE sold my independence unto Thee, 0 my 
^ God, and think it 'an abomination to have a 
will of my own. Many years of m^* life have I spent 
in my own way, with ray own judgment and incli- 
nations and tastes as my guide, and I have found by 
experience that nothing makes the heart so miserable 
as self-will. Teach me perfect obedience, Master, 
and draw my entire allegiance towards Thee. Help 
me to remain fastened to Thy throne with the chains 
of discipline and love, that I may not only bear Thy 
yoke but do so cheerfullj' and lovingly. 
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October ly, tSys- 
NEW DISPENSATIONS. 

^ DO not believe. Lord, that the book of revelation 
^ has been dosed, and that its last chapter has 
been given to the world. No, my God, 1 believe in 
Thy continued speaking, in the ceaseless unfolding 
of Thy gospel through endless ages. _ Day after day 
Thou art revealing new light, and dispensing new 
gifts unto us. Who will deny this ? O Father, Thou 
art ever new, and Thy light is ever fresh. Many a 
chapter of Thy saving gospel has yet to be written, 
and more deeply shall we hereafter enter into Thy 
counsels, becoming wiser and purer in the light of 
ni'Vi di.srensations, now veiled from us. Confirm my 
lar.h, 0 God, in Thy living providence, and help me 
to wait prayerfully and patiently for that fuller un- 
folding of Thy saving dispensation which is yet to 
enlighten and sanctify me. 


REPENTANCE FOR SECRET SINS. 

“157.1^ AKE known the hidden secrets of sin in my 
jlLd heart, O Thou all-seeing God, that I may do 
penance for them, and seek Thy grace for sanctifica- 
lion. Suffer me not to remain self-forgetful in the 
midst of mine iniquities, or to delude myself with 
the complacent sense of false righteousness. Let- the 
wicked be humiliated before Thee, and the self-willed 
feel that they have not the favour of Thy countenance. 
Descend, O God, in the terrible might of Thy judg- 
ment that we may feel and tremble for our many 
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oficnccs. Purge all tinclcanoess and unreality from 
Thy house, and from the midst of Thy servants, and 
let the faithful and the good stand justified by the 
light of Thy grace. Cause the deep unspeakable 
mortification of repentance to enter into the soul of 
Thy unfaitliful servant, that he may make no further 
delay to obey Thee, and to be what Thou wouldst 
make him. 


COMMUNION WITH NATURE. 


GOD, to the believer whose heart is attuned 
to Thy spirit all nature speaks soft and sweet 
music. To be with Thee is to be with nature. To 
feel and enjoy the harmony of Thy love is to enjw 
the harmony of the whole universe. When Thou, 0 
dear God, speakest to the inmost heart in the tender 
language of infinite mercy, hills and mountains, rivers 
and oceans, sun, moon and stars, plants and flowers, 
all discourse eloquently and sweetly of Thy majesty 
and beauty, and all nature proves a friend to devo- 
tion. The joys and the benefits of such friendship 
help me, O Lord, to enjoy more and more. Safe 
aiKi happy I shall be if Thy grace permits me to 
enjoy perpetual communion with Thee and with 
nature. 
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SERVICE OF BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

I am so unworthy to be allowed into the com^ 
^ munion of Thy children, O Lord, how much more 
imwortly I am to be allowed into Thy presence ! 
Yet anything of life or joy, or purity, or true man- 
hood that I am erer blessed .with is before Thee 
alone. Therefore I do pray and beseech that 1 may 
always abide in Thy presence which is sanctifying- 
and ennobling, and eschew all other company for 
which I am so unfit. It is for Thee to give me the 
fitne.ss 1 do not possess, and blessed by Thee I may 
proceed anywhere with a hope of gaining, and giving 
the help which it is Thy purpose that Thy children 
should render unto each other. Enable me to serve 
my brethren and sisters in the spirit of holiness which 
Thy perpetual communion alone cin inspire. 


October 24, tSjy 

LIFE FOR GOD. 

^T is not much, O Lord, that holds me to the hope 
of life and pleasure, yet how great is the power 
of self-deception which that little can exercise ! 
Self-deceived man understands not what it is to 
bold life for Thee. Lord, when wilt Thou send 
the grace which is to set me free for ever from 
self, and from the false sense of pleasure in 
which that self abides ? Remove from my path 
the stumbling block of all carnal -affections. Suffer 
me not to be swayed by the least feeling of my 
personal profit or loss. In all matters of suffer- 
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ing and patience, enjoyment and hope, life and deatli, 
let me hold myself for Thee, in Thee, and according 
to Thy will for ever. 


FOR STF-ADINESS AND STRENGTH. 

long, 0 Lord, can human firmness and faith 
prevail against the porrcrful world ? And who 
is strong enough to cope with the triumphant wicked- 
ness ofTliy enemies ? Therefore, O Thou Omnipotent 
one, infuse Thy strength into our hearts, and amidst 
the trials and weaknesses of the flesh make us steady : 
rausc us to seek and serve Thy purposes, and to 
slick to them in all 'discouragements ; cause us to 
rise over our circumstances and disadvantages what- 
ever they may be ; cause us at all limes to w’ork 
with Thee, that we may win with Thee at last. Be 
Tliou the protector, and the strength of Thj depen- 
dents at all times. 


P\MILY OF GOD ON EARTH. 

0^t\ST one pitying glance, O Lord, upon the men 
and women whom Thou hast brought together 
in Thy house, .and bless them to abide with 'Thee. 
Purify, ennoble, and sweeten their mutual relations. 
t5ivc them the rvillingness to serve Thee, and to 
serve each other in the true spirit of holiness, and 
alTectionatencs.s. Inspire them with the hope that 
they shiill yet form Thy family on carlh, and show 
an csample of peace, gobd-wiU and righteoushess. 



TRUE ASCETICISM. 


^ DESIRE to be an a<icettc, bat I cannot, O Lord, 
^ attain osceticisni. so strong is my attachment tn 
the world. 1 love riches and fam e, power and rank. 
1 love my home and relations and friends with such 
passionate and blind affection that I feel I am kept 
an-ay from Thee and Thy service. The world is 
dearer to me than Thy name, and hence is it that 
when Thou demandest my altc^ance and love I 
stand back, lest my worldly interests should suffer. 
Teach me to give Thee my entire heart and love Thee 
above all. I seek not outward asceticism, not the 
poverty of raiment and food, but the poverty of the 
spirit. Let my soul be like a ragged beggar, cut 
away from the world, and delighting always in Thee 
and the riches of Thy grace. 


SEEING GOD AUVAYS. 

hast made the question Where art Thou? 
impossible with all believers. For as soon as 
we ask that question, lo 1 Thou revcalcst Thyself in 
the heart. Thou art never far from us. Nor dost 
Thou ever bide Thy face. It is we that wilfully shut 
our eyes, and would not see Thee. If we open our 
eyes we behold Thee everywhere. Near and far. 
within and without, art Thou, O Omnipresent Spirit. 
So brightly dost Thou .shine in ali space that no 
believer can miss Thee. We thank Thee, dear Father, 
for this precious privilege. We bless Thy name that 
Thou hast made it impossible for us not to sec Thee. 
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October 3t, tSjs- 
COMMUNION OF HOLY MEN. 

■Reveal Xhysclf to me. O Lord, in tlie character 
of good and hoiy men. Thou dost make Thy 
abode in the hearts of Thy servants, and dost 
preside over the great impulses and deeds of their 
fife. Enable me to find Thee there, that by the light 
of their examples I too may form my character. 
Make it impossible for me to doubt or distrust the 
motives of those who are inspired by Thy breath. 
If in aught 1 cannot do as they do, give unto me the 
fairness and kindliness of heart to have faith in their 
uprightness and fidelity. Teach me, 0 Lord, the 
deep lesson of reverence to the good man. Vouch- 
.safe unto me the 'Unspeakable happiness of loving 
and learning of the elder brother in spirit. Lay down 
the genuine, lasting, and due relationship of soul to 
soul, amongst those whom Thou hast brought 
together . 


November /y. iSjs- 
TRUE SPIRIT OF ASCETICISM . 

^VEN for the little I have sacrificed for Thy sake 
and for the mortification of the flesh men 
praise me, O God, and many there are who condemn 
me. But my Father, I feel ashamed of myself when 
I reflect that I am far from being worthy of such 
commendation or condemnation. I am not an 
ascetic, though I would be, and I feel grieved when 
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the world gives me credit for- what I do not possess. 
Many, many miles I have yet to traverse before I 
reach the country of the devoted ascetics, many sins 
yet to sacrifice, and a great deal of pride, carnality 
and ambition yet to renounce. O my Saviour, ^ as I 
increase in years may I grow in the true spirit of 
asceticism ! 


PRAYER FOR THE PRINCE OF WALE.*; 

GOD of all nations, the eldest son of onr earth- 
ly sovereign has reached our shores. Cause 
Thy blessings to descend on him. Lord, and his ad- 
visers, and make him an instrument in Thy hands for 
the promotion of peace, prosperity and righteousness 
in this land. Protector of kings and potentates, keep 
the Prince of Wales from false counsel and from 
all that is evil, and keep his heart firmly set on Thee 
and Thy law. Open his eyes that he may see and 
understand the people over whom he will one day be 
called to rule, 'and so quicken his heart that he may 
truly love the country and its people. Grant that 
the joyful and loyal enthusiasm which his visit has 
inspired among the nobility and the people be pro- 
ductive of lasting fruits, even purity, mutual good-' 
will and happiness for evermore. 


NARROWNESS OF BIGOTRY. 

t^^OW .shall -I, _0 .Lord, eschew narrowness and 
bigotry ? I hate ’ and shun everybody wh o 
happens to differ from me in opinion, and have no 
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pleasure in his company.' I have not love enough to 
embrace men of differing, much less opposite, views. 
I have affection for those few only who are wholly of 
my ways of thinking. In endeavouring to honor 
truth I have become a narrow-minded sectarian. O 
God, teach me love and forbearance, and grant that 
while I pity the errors of my brethren as I pity their 
moral turpitude, I may always show the utmost 
regard for honest opinion. May I cherish a loving 
heart for all. 


GOD ALONE. 


desire to follow Thee, 0 God, and Thee 
^ alone, for Thou art our only Master and 
Kin^ There is no peace, no piety in following men. 
They speak differently and their words mislead. How 
can we please the world. Lord ? Some tell u.s to 
do this and others insist on our doing that, and 
in our attempts to please one class of men we in- 
evitably dissatisfy another class. The heart finds 
no peace in going to satisfy so many masters. Nor 
does the world reveal the true way to those that 
rely upon its guidance. How often, Father, have we 
been led into the path of evil by those whom we 
trusted 1 Therefore have wc resolved never to follow, 
man’s biddings, but always to obey Thy saving voice. 
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November 2t, -iSjS- 

HARMONY OF WORK AND DEVOTION. 

lifJpSoO much work, O God, makes the heart dry, 
and too much devotion induces quietism and 
makes one neglect the important duties of life. How 
shall I, Lord, harmonize the two? Haw shall I_ be 
devout in the midst of mjr daily duties, and be mind- 
ful of my duties in the midst of absorbing devotion ? 
I seek not those hoHow prayers, those silent and soli- 
tary meditations %vhich involve the least breach of 
that practical allegiance which I owe to Thee as my 
Master, nor do I seek that empty, though busy, righte- 
ousness which always works, but knows not the 
sweetness of loving devotion. Enable me, _ O 
Merciful Father, so to combine duty and devotion 
that while the hand works out Thy law like an un- 
tiring machine, the heart may be always warm with 
Th'y love. 


god's voice my guide. 

*WaIFE would be unendurable if I were deprived of 
,2^ the privilege of hearing Thy voice, O my God, 
in the universe and in the sanctuary within. My 
strength and happiness, my wisdom and purity all 
proceed from Thy inspiring voice. If Thj' words 
did not guide and cheer me, how weak, blind and 
miserable I would be. There is none on earth to 
teach me, none to strengthen me in the hour of 
temptation, none to rescue me from danger. Upon 
Thy word, .therefore, I place my entire reliance 
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and found afll my hopes for lime and eternity in the 
dark and dangerous paths of life. Do Thou cons- 
tantly guide and comfort me, Loving Spirit, with words 
of light and love, and grant that I may always feel 
that'l have One within and near me ever ready to 
speak to me sweet and kind word s 


LOYALTY TO EARTHLY SOVEREIGN. 

“uCbOYALTY to our earthly sovereign is one of the 
ties with which, God Almighty, Thou dost 
bind nations and communities for their mutual im- 
provement and the extension of Thy holy kingdom 
of love and peace. By placing them under the 
shadow of a coromom reigning power. Thou removest 
dissensions and anarchy, oppression and cruelty, and 
makest them work together as fellow-subjects for 
their material and moral advancement in a spirit of 
unity and fellowship. O God, grant that the visit of 
our future Emperor may so unite all the differing and 
opposing races in this country in the bonds of loyal 
fellowship that we may all learn to work peacefully 
and harmoniously for the benefit of our corporate 
life, and foregoing all party feelings and disputes 
merge our differences in a united demonstration 
of loy.alty to the Prince and to Queen Victoria’s 
throne. May Europeans and Natives of all classes, 
may Hindus, Mahomedans, Buddhists, Parsis and 
Brahmos form a loyal and loving brotherhood in this 
season of universal rejoicing 1 
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FOR THE EDITORS OF NEWSPAPERS. 

I RECT tlie intellect and regulate the hearts, O 
Lord, of all those who are charged with the 
conduct of journals and newspapers in this country. 
Great is the 'power they posses?. If rightly used, it 
will prove a blessing to the land, but if abused, it will 
prove a source of endless inischief. Therefore, O 
Merciful God, w'e humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe 
Thy guidance to.the editors of newspapers and help 
them to do their work according td Thy will.' Deliver 
them from jealousy and rancour, from partiality and 
injustice, from lying and misrepresentations and 
grant that their writings may not in any way injure 
public morals. Teach them to write truthfully and 
temperately, and make the Press, 0 God, a potent 
instrument in Thy hand for the moral elevation of 
the country. 


November 28, 

UNKNOWN AND UNRECOGNISED. 

¥ 0UCHSAFE unto me, O Lord, the secret soul 
of religion. Let Thy spirit penetrate into the 
innermost core of my being, and leave its purity 
there. Merciful Lord, protect me from all vain show 
of spirituality, and grant that my face may wear the- 
virgin veil of modesty. The wicked wish of man’s 
heart is to steal the reverence of others by a false 
exhibition of virtue, and religious practice. My God, 

I pray to Thee, deliver me from this evil. My 
longing is to live in Thy secret dwelling-place,, to 
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know Thy counsels in secret and obey them with 
the fidelity and loving obedience that court and 
call no notice, I am not strong enough to be able 
to bear the flattery of men, nor am I strong enough 
to be able to bear undeserved cruelty. I entreat 
Thee, therefore, hide me completely within the folds 
of Thy Spirit that I may pass by unknown and un- 
recognized, known to thee only in my uttermost need 
of Tl'.j- help and grace. 


AT THE FEET OF GOD'S FAITHFUL CHILDREN. 


^ would love him, O my God, that loveth There 
rtt. truly ; I would sit at the feet of him who sitteth 
at Thy leet. Thy 'feet are very beautiful, have I 
not seen them ? That beauty I would know and 
admire in him whom Thou hast honoured with the 
name of Thy servant. My soul knoweth no creed, 
nor caste, nor youth, nor age. Wherever Thy faithful 
children are, there I wguld go ; there, O Lord, lead 
me. 


1 sit before Thee, Lord, I feel how 
VC3ii‘ ^"tall 1 am. Even smaller than a grain of 
mustard seed am. I Before Thy immensity, I am 
as nothing. I am as a little drop lost in the bound- 
Ic.ss ocean of Thine infinite presence. Why then this 
pride, this self-sufliciency that kills me ? ..^m f 
worth anything, 0 God, that I should boast of my 
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knowledge and power ? Thou hast humbled me to 
the dust, and I cannot raise my head. O my God, 
make me humble all the days of my life. 


HARBOUR OF THEISM. 


^ us into the harbour of Theism, and saved us 
fr^”the thousand dangers of a stormy sea. Surely 
\vc would have perished had we not under Thy 
merciful guidance in due time found shelter in Tliy 
saving Church. Either infidelity or worldliness or 
sensuality would have ruined us. But having found 
Thy truth we rejoice. Heartily, do we rejoice, 0 
God, that in tins land enveloped in gloom we have 
seen the light of Heaven. We thank Thee that we are 
Brahmos, and have tasted the sweets of living prayer 
unto Thee, 0 Living God. Save us, save us for Thy 
mercy’s sake. 


December j. tS^s 

FOR PURITY. 

.AM happy and unhappy, O my God, Happy be- 
cause 1 have found refuge in Thy love and 
tasted the sweets of communion. Unhappy ' because 
I am so unworthy of the place Thou hast accorded 
to me under Thy feet, and because I am still a 
wicked sinner in spite of Thine unbounded mercies. 
For Thy dear name's sake, O Lord, remove .all the 
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causes of my unhappiness, and make luy life one 
blessed career of peace and happiness, sach as con- 
scious purily alone renders possible. There must be 
misery and wretchedness so long as there is sin in 
me. Lord, make me pure, and I will rejoice in Thee 
.'iliv.nj-s. 


TRUE FRltNIIS. 


"^C^.-VTHER, give me such friends and companions 
as will rebuke my follies and by wholcitome 
chastisement help me to draw away from vicious 
habits. There arc many around me who are constant* 
ly pratsing my virtues and extolling my merits, but 
their (l.attery vitiates me. As Thou guidest and 
punishest me from above, grant, Merciful God, that 
I may have here below among my earthly comrades 
true friends who by precepts and ex-ample, by conti* 
nued watching and stern remonstrances keep me in 
the right path. 


December tz, tS'^s- 
riIOKOU(-.H .S.VNCriFICATIOX. 


"JlTS it possible for rae, O Helper of struggling soul*, 
Jti to attain complete emancipation from sin in this 
life ? Can man's impure heart be thoroughly sanc- 
tififd and regenerated before he dies ? Tell me, O 
God. { am continually anil constantly struggling 
with temptations, and ,niy iinoatieiit heart cries for 
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a hopeful response to this solemn query. Thou has*- 
tauf'ht my hands to stand aloof from impure deeds, 
and my tongue from foul words. Carry now Thy 
sanctifying spirit into my inmost heart, and chasten 
every desire and thought. I wish to be thoroughly 
cleansed. 1 pant for complete redemption from the 
bondage of iniquity. O Lord, make me altogether 
clean, .ind grant that temptations and sins m.-iy not 
even venture to approiu-h me. 


rOR KUKOPCA.N'S. 

vouchsafe Thy light unto all European 
re.sidents in this oountiy. Diverse motives 
hiive brought them to this land, and in diverse fields 
of work are they employed. Their main object is 
to promote their own worldly interests. Surrounded 
by'an alien nation with whose, habits and customs, 
ideas and sentiments they do not and cannot sym> 
pathise, and of whose' political inferiority they are 
fully conscious, they are exposed to temptations and 
trials from which only Thy hand, God Almighty, c-an 
save them. Teach them to love the people with 
whom they h.vve been brought in contact. Teacli 
them to pity our failings, forgive our weaknesses, 
respect our .sacred traditions, and help us in our 
struggles for advancement. Persuade them, O Lord, 
to treat us with paternal solicitude and tenderness, 
lor we are weak and require their protection. 
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December ig, tS/S- 
FASCINATING LOVE OF GOD 


M ine eye hath not seen Thee, O Thou Soul 
of Beauty, nor hath mine ear heard Thy 
sweet voice, else why should tht world yet have 
temptation for me ? Thy service is not attractive 
to me, eU-e why should I neglect it for a single day ? 
O my glorious Father, conquer me entirely with 
the holy handsomeness of Thy face. O my sweet 
Mother, fascinate me with Thy unspeakable love 


INtTNlTE SOURCE OF BRlGHTNr.SS. 


r SPIRE me with Thy breath, Thou Infinite 
Source of Brightness, and let me behold all thing 
clearly in Thy light. 


WIIOLE-ItEAKICU LOVE. 

JQ EHOLD, O my God, how the resources of my 
3 IS nature have been wasted upon the world. 1 
have devoted an undue measure of my affections to 
those men and things that will pass away, and in 
passing away shall leave a desert behind in my heart. 
Thee I have very feebly, loved. Thou who art mv 
portion, and my all in this life, and in eternity. 
Regulate my affections, and my energies, that 
nothing may be wasted and nothing unduly taken 
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away by objects that are not worthy. Teach n:e. 
O God, to give Thee my whole love, and when Thou 
hast it. dispose of it as scemeth bc.st in Thy sight. 


FOR OUR SISTERS IN FAITH. 

3 r WOULD pray to Thee, O God of Mercy, for the 
’ welfare of those M my countrywomen who have 
embraced Thy holy faith. Deflcient in the light of 
knowledge, deficient in experience and self-govern- 
ment, they are in the midst of great danger. Shield 
them therefore with the protecting wings of Thy 
paternal love, and offer them the holy guidance of 
Thy Spirit. Shed the light of cheerfulness and pictv 
in the heart of our matrons, and teach them to walk 
in the path of duty and usefulness. Keep the pure 
brow of our virgins uncontaminated by evil and temp- 
tation, and vouchsafe unto them always an increasing 
measure of holiness and wisdom. Enable us to 
train up our children in the ways of goodness and 
virtue. And in every way make us worthy to be 
called Thy family. 


December s6, 

FUTURirv. 

LL things that befall me in the prc.scnt, O Lord, 
are eloquent with Tliy will as to what nry 
future will be. Trial and trouble, failure and hunii- 
liation surround me. Thc.se show that I have’ not 
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been what Thou didst wish I should be. Make me 
able to read Thy teachings aright. SufTer me to gather 
in the wisdom which my circumstances, all ordered 
by Thee, involve. Command the present to impress 
upon my heart Thine will in the future. Enable me 
to obey Thee with the cheerfulness of freedom. Thou 
art ever anxious and active for the salvation of the 
world. Why should 1 not cast in my lot with Thee ? 
My God, let me interpret Thy purposes in the work 
of Thy providence, and fulfd them with mind, heart 
and will. 


HIDDEN I.OVE. 

t'^^OW deep and hidden is Thy love, O Lord ' Who 
is more affectionate unto us than Thou art ? 
Yet Thou keepcst Thy heavenly love concealed from 
man, all the while most busily employed in providing 
for his good. Thy actions for the highest and holiest 
good of man, proclaim Thy love. Teach me to love 
my fellow-men with a -similar love of unexpressed 
depth, inwardly active for service, outwardly calm 
and unimpassioned. Thine highest command Ls to 
love others. How can we, O God. obey this beautiful 
command, unless our love is purified from all earthly 
and carnal dross ? Make us therefore the partakers 
of Thine holy affection (or Thy children, that we may 
be co-workers with Tlicc in the blessed work of 
others' good. 
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EVER IN THE PRESEMCE OF COD. 

company of a_ good man has a purifying 
'JC. effect upon the mind. Infinitely more sanctify- 
ing must Th\- presence be, O Tliou Holy God. Why 
is it then that my heart is not j'ct cleansed though I 
sit with Thee every day, and am encompassed by 
Thy holy presence ? Perhaps Thy real presence I do 
not feel or I would be thrilled and sanctified by its 
electrifying effect. Teach me then, O God, not to 
imagine a presence, but to realize in all its serious- 
ness the fact that Thou Holy One art actually silling 
before me. 


ALWAYS PROGKLSS. 

God, I have watched and studied the lives 

of many of my fellow-believers, and have 
come to the conclusion that there is a limit to reli- 
gious progress beyond which men seem unable to 
advance. Earnestly and joyfully they begin their 
religious life, and they run on with rapid strides, 
overcoming .ill obstacles and difiicuUics in their way. 
Through Thy grace. Kind Father, they acquire wis- 
ilom, love . purity and {leace in a great measure. 
Having reached a certain point they then recede, 
and their lives thenceforth manifest weakness, vacil- 
lation, worldliness and despondency. Inspite of their 
struggles they cannot advance. Lord, very few indeed 
get beyond this fatal limit, and those who do, succeed 
only because of Thy merciful interposition. Grant 
that 1 may alway.s progress and never halt in the 
path uf duty and devotion. 
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PRAYER IN ILLNESS. 

.V disease, and in the fccblcncsi, of my heart, I 
^ call upon Thee, my (Jod. When I enjoyed the 
priceless gift of health, 1 triflud with it. 1 did not 
make the right use of the powers of my body. Now 
that I am strclehed on the bed of pain and feebleness, 
1 remember my shortromings and .\in filled with vain 
regret. Lord, if I ever recover my he.ilth and spirits 
again, leach me to consecrate them to Thee and 
Thy work If I rise never mare to enjoy the physi- 
cal gift.s Thou didst once bless me with, enable me 
to look up to Thee with resignation and faith Bat 
whether \ shall be well again or not, give unto me in 
the midst of my sufferings and feebleness Thy grace, 
the blessed consciousness of Thy nearness, that even 
in pain and weakness 1 may find my repose in Thee. 


TO PURIFY OUR DllMESTIC RELATIONS. 

W E.\CfI US, O Lord, to purify and exalt the 
domestic relations of our life. The affection 
that binds us to our own is sacred, it is hut the 
recast of Thy loving care for Tliy f.amily. As Thy 
living relation with us all is pure, ever-ennobling, 
ever-productivc of goodness and happiness, so may 
our affection for each other be. We pray to Thee 
that we mjiy never lack in doing what is our share 
towards the lasting wisdom and pence of those ivho 
.ire naturally rcUt'^d to us, who low and .ire loved with 
gcmiine tenderness. .M,iv we be .tide to make iheini 
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and they to make u» holier and lieavcnlier day by- 
day Make our family the seat of every virtue and 
grace, where Thou mayst dwell with us evermore. 


nRAIIMO MISSIONARIES AND rilFIR F\MIMER. 

beseech Thee, O God, feed, clothe, and 
' iX'Se* l-ike care of all those who have taken the 
vow of Thy missionary service. Friends in this 
world they h.avc but few, none to think of them, 
and ke^ their families from sufferings of body and 
mind. Even good men look down upon them ,heed not 
their cries because they are poor missionaries. They 
have no claim upon any one but upon Thee, 0 Lord, 
whose servants they arc. Cast upon them Thy pitying 
glance. Protect them and their dear ones from 
s.ufTering and sorrow, train tip their uncared fot 
children in virtue and in truth, give cheerfulness .and 
good consolation to their dejected wives, that in all 
things they may all be worthy of that love which 
Thou undoubtedly bearcst for them. 
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fruit'? l?ave not proved la<?ting. The festival that 
abides in the heart give Thou unto us, that ive may 
rejoice not for a day or week only, but everlastingly. 


^f^ilKKE is nothing so precious, O tiod, as a pure 
SJ)? heart, .and it is this which I la.ck. I have 
sought it for years, .and prayed for it, but I h.ave not 
found it yet. Wilt Thou not by the miriculous 
interposition of Thy redeeming grace crush my sins 
completely, and give me the treasure of a clean heart, 
without nbich religion is a mockery, and my dailv 
pnayers iho supplications of a hypocrite ? Do give mi' 
tb.at, O merciful Father, and, whether I am rich or 
poor, I sh.a1l be happy; 


rOR THE SMVU.nR VIRTUES. 

endc.avouring to rc.alize great objects and high 
A! principles f have failed in little things. Perh.aps 
I was ambitious, 0 God, .and my ambition li.as ruined 
me. I went about in quest of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
taught others how to live as a holy family, and always 
talked eloquently ot regeneration, heavenly life and 
such things. But my pride, 0 Lord, Thou hast con- 
founded. For I feel th,at even the smaller virtues, 
such as veracity, honesty, kindness to the poor, are 
far from me. Teach me not to neglect these simple 
duties and keep me, Kind God, from the baser forms 
of iniquity. 
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TO TURK AWAY FROM THINGS TRANSITORY. 

LMIGHTY God, my forefathers believed in the 
unreality of the material universe, and took 
care not to fasten their affections on earthly things. 
Though I do not regard what I sec around me as 
altogether unreal, teach me. Lord, to look upon the 
fascinating objects of the senses as hollow and tran- 
sitory, and grant that I may never set my heart 
upon them, but upon the realities of the spirit-world, 
hlay I love Thee, Spirit Eternal, above all things, 
and turn away from the baubles of the world. 


January 23, tSj6. 

TO BE PERFECT AS THE FATHER IS PERFECT. 


S H Friend Unseen ; — daily, hourly Helper, Teacher, 
Comforter, Confider, Father ; — Help me to make 
some return to Thee, or Thine, for these accumulating 
heaps of good, and piled up blessings. Do not crush 
me with the thought that to whom much is given of 
him much wilt be required ; and that according as 
1 receive .so much I give. Oh these blessed oppor- 
tunities ! these multiplying trusts 1 these ever-recur- 
ring invitations to be good and do good as Thou 
art, and as Thou doest : — and to be perfect even 
as our Father in heaven is perfect 1 AVhat can 
I do but say that I love Thee, — and more and 
more try to make it true. Say that I love Thy 
children, my fellow-men, the poor and the poor- 
est, the weak and the weakest, the vile and the 
vilest ; — the evil and the good, the just and the 
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unjml, and seek continually better ways of making 
them wise and true ; of aiding them to sec Thee 
even as 1 see Thee, shining through my darkest, 
saddest hours and most sinful gloom, with unwearied 
love and overpowering beneficence If I have wronged 
any man, Oh Father, may I go and be just to my 
brother, m 3 ' sister, thy children, before I dare offer 
ni}- gift to Thee. May we all increasingly resemble 
Thee, as sons and d>aughters follow the example 
and live the life of a. good father and mother. Oh 
Spirit of Life and Love and Wisdom and Strength 
and T'uth and Goodness and Justice and Mercy 
and Holiness, show me 'fhy way*, in all Thy works 
and in man Thy best work ; in Thy holy children 
and the holiest that have trod the earth, honouring 
Thee me Father, in spite of scorn and hatred. So 
win me to be Tbinc forever. 


January tSf6. 

MV SXLVATION A WITNJJSS UNTO THV MCRCY. 

my salvation, O Lord, and that of otliers 
like me, bear witness to the truth of m 3 reli- 
gion. 1 he world is then only convinced when they 
behold sinners saved. Let my life be a sufficient 
le.stimony unto m 3 -sclf of Thy grace. Lord, give 
unto me peace in the midst of m 3 ' struggle.s, strength 
to overcome my feebleness, and purity of will to be 
obedient .and faithful to Thee. Let my salvation 
be a miracle unto me, and unto all others who know 
me. Save me in Tly power, O Good Lord. 
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PERFECT PURITY. 

¥ 0UCHSAFE unto me perfect purc-minclcdness, 
O Lord, in relation to the other sex. 0 lei 
the chastity of my sight, feeling, thought, and ima- 
gination he able to bear the utmost scrutiny' of 
Thy all-seeing-eye. Purify to the utmost all my 
relations with my wife, my sisters, and all those who 
inherit the holy attribute of Th)' motherhood. Let 
all carnality be banished for ever from my heart, 
which do Thou condescend to make Thy pure habi- 
tation. I am unfit yet, O Lord, to associate with 
Thy daughters, because I have not known the right 
attitude of mind towards them. When wilt Thou 
make me fit to be a member of Thy household, where 
Thy children, both sons and daughters, all reside 
in perfect peace and purity ? O Thou Holy One, 
deliver me not only from the evil of temptation, 
but make all temptation impossible to me. 

'*My son, drink always of the fountain of my purity, 
let my holiness be as a crown unto Thee, and 
rejoice in my righteousness without hesitation. In 
my lioly household I will make a place for Tliee, 
where thou shaft abide for ever. Amen ! 

February /j, tS^b. 

IN THE INNER SANCTUARY. 

“fhlEAD me, 0 Thou God of prayer, to the place of 
.it^ communion which is wholly beyond the world, 
and where no earthly influences can any longer 
reach me. ‘Flie .house of worship built here is not 
unassailable.bchold how the fatal noose of worldlincss 
fastened round the soul, draws her away from thence 
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very easily I want to be at a place where tlie earth 
cannot lind me. Where is that place but in Thee 
O Lord ? Thou art Thine own sanctuary, Thine true 
altar is established in Thee. Thou fillest Thy own 
house, Thou art all in all there. Lead Thou me 
therefore within Tlice to worshio and to communion 
to behold Thee, and be with Thee for ever. 


LOVE GOD ABOVE EVERYTHING ELSE. 

pf^ELL me O Lord, what is more valuable or more 
“TJ, beautiful in life than the wealth of deep and 
genuine love ? Nothing is more worthy of Thee than 
that. Such love I have frittered away on the poor 
and passing objects of this world, reserving nothing 
for fhee but vain' hollow professions. My God, I 
feel that my affection has been wasted, and the 
waste has brought on me much humiliatijn and self- 
reproach. To Thee, and to others who in Thee are 
truly worthy, I have gpven nothing; to the unworthy, 
to those who insult, and trample upon my affection, 
1 have given all. O, if I had loved Thee with half 
the intensity which I have thrown away upon worth- 
less pleasure and beauty. Thou wouHst not have left 
roc alone in ray shame and sorrow. But human folly 
will never know Thy value, the carnal man will never 
behold the beauty of Thy Spirit. Descend, O Thou 
fountain of all that is lovely and good, descend to 
fill my soul with Thy grace, that in Thee I may 
regain what I have lost, regivc what 1 have hitherto 
withheld and find the peace of devoting nty whole 
heart to Thee. 
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INFINITE CAPACITY FOB GOODNESS IN US. 

•JJ'^THAT unbounded capacities of goodness and 
purity hast Thou imf-lanted in man’s soul 
mj gracious God, and how poor is the use I have 
made of them. Return, and leach me to bless Thee 
and enjoy the inheritance wherewith Thou hast amply 
■.urrounded me. Enable me to make the fitting use 
of my opportunities and gifts, that I may find the 
jioner of calling myself Thy servant and Thy son. 


February 20 , j8j6. 
PURITY AND PEACE. 


(n OD of joy, Thou art blissful because Thou art 
ftv ever pure. How can I pray for peace, without 
^sng for purity ? A reproachful conscience will 
‘ /_ive man any rest. Therefore my supplication 
to Thee possession of a clean 

heart Purge my soul from every vice, from every 
thine that takes away the freedom and cheerfulness 
ol enjoying the light of Tby holy face. 


JUDGING OTHERS. 

ELI VER me always from the terrible respon- 
ri3 sibilily of judging my brothers, O Lord, and 
W the fatal ambition of being a teacher unto others 
set me free. 
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DEPENDENT YET INDEPENDENT. 

^(WGAKE me dependent 3‘et independent of liiimnn 
«tyic synipathj-, dependent wh^re I can by othere' 
sympatliy serve Thee and find Thee, independent 
where by courting the good feeling of others I fail 
to profit by the trials and difli nil ie- of life. What- 
ever befalls, let mi always be assured that Thy arm 
supports me. 


February ay, iSy6. 

DEEP CO.M.MUNION. 

^TOW much of imaginary and unreal religion I 
MsK* shall have to fcave to attain Thv true know- 
ledge, and enjoy the blessedness of Thy presence, 
O Lord, teach me. Tlte sweetness of so-called de- 
voUon is not Th^ communion always, nor is the 
brightness of the mind to be always called the glory of 
Thy picsence. It is true.those things come in Thy 
name, they come and go, but never last. The seer 
knows they arc not Thy trae sight. Seeing Thee 
who can ever forget, and Thy communion once 
enjoyed absorbs a man at all times. Suffer me to go 
down into the very depths of Thv being, to know all 
that a soul like mine can, and should know for it is 
good to briiold Thee and know Thee, and live in 
Thee with heart, mind and will. 



So 
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sow WITH THE SWEAT OF THY BROW. 

® GOD, prosper those who set out to .seek Thee 
in right humility of spirit. Reveal Thy.sflf 
unto those who wait for Thee. May Thy blissful, 
ness be their portion who have consented to bear the 
lo.sd of privation for Thy sake. God, Thou art the 
giver of all rewards, and diligence and painstaking 
jntience are never lost sight of by Thee. Let Tliy 
servants whom Thou hast chosen, sow with the .sweat 
of their brow, labour in rain and sunshine, suffer and 
sacrifice in Thy name what they hold dear, and when 
’1 hoit thinkest fit Thou shalt give them that abun- 
dance, which when a man reaps never sorrows or 
suffers in this life again. 


March 5 , tSjS. 

INNER LIGHT. 

7,^ THANK Thee, O blessed God, for the light with 
JV, which Thou dost renew and clothe the world 
eve-y morning. 1 adore Thee for the beauty and 
splendour which nature evcryivhere displays under 
that light. Teach me to seek the inner light which 
is tar more rcnov.iting, and glorifying, and, under 
its beneficent influence, te.nch me to find the 
sweetness and sanctity of Thy face. 
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SUCRETS OF THF. HEART. 

,1^0 UL Of ni}’ !:oui. ivtio but Thou can undcristand 
the secrets of my heart? When wilt Thou 
permit me to understand the secrets of Thy purpose 
towards me ? Essence of all beauty, when will Thou 
charm me with Thy incomparable picsence ? Behold 
hotv my heart is an.'cious to enter the domain of Thy 
righteousness. I am bruised with the thoughts of sin. 
Givi- me, O Lord, the healing of Thy embrace. I am 
smitten with the false fatal glare of youth and 
pleasure. The chaste holy handsomeness of Thy 
lace do Thou reveal unto me. 


ilarJs 12, iS';6. 

GIVE THY HEART TO GOD. 

‘I'fjyrY son, give me Thy heart. Who knows or 
understands Thy‘ difficulties as I do, and who 
can remove them ? The harmony which Thou seekesl 
is nowhere in the world ; the wisdom, the peace, and 
the purity which Thou wouldst h.ive, no one can give 
hut Myself. Why followcst Thou vain phantoms 
here below ? There is no lot'c in the world, it is 
all vexation and disappointment. I am worthy of Thy 
love. Love Thou me, and -be still, and free from 
care. My Father, take my heart. Thou knowesi 
all my thoughts, and canst remove all the diffi- 
cullies in my way. E\-ctytliing is v.ain, false, and 
disappointing around me. Thou alone art true and 
abiding as Tlwu art holy. bc.niliful and good. Teach 
k 
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me lo love Thee, and be still in the depth of Thy 
ccnimunioii. 


March ig, iS/6. 
let me not rove. 

TfaET me not rove. O my God, but may I settle 
in life ere it is loo late. I must be miserable 
ifiknow not why I am here or what I have to do. 
To so about like a houseless wanderer from place to 
place, from one sphere of work to another, to be 
driven to and fro by outward circumstances, without 
a plan of life, without fixed principle of faith and 
character, argues self-willed infidelity. From this 
evil, 0 Lord, deliver me. Give roe a house to live 
in, and definite work to perform, that I may be always 


A QUIET \ND TRANQUIL HE.\RT. 

If^TfllOU dost reflect Thine image, O Lord, iipon 
• ill,’ still waters. But if ray heart is unsteady and 
restless like the stormy sea I cannot sec Thee. 
Subdue all inclinations and dispel all thoughts and 
anxieties which ruffle my temper and make it refract 
the sweet light of Thy image. Give me. Father, a 
quiet and tranquil heart, above all the distractions 
of the world, so that I may always behold with joy 
Thv holv and tender face reflected in my own inner 
self ' 
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A DEPARTED BlbHOP. 

PON the soul of the departed Bishop of Calcutta 
fOj may Thy blessings rest, O Father of us all. 
Grant that those to whom he ministered during his 
days on earth, may cherish and follow the example he 
set of philanthropy, toleration, and untiring zeal. 
For Thy mercy's sm:c, God Almighty, convert every 
professing Christian in this land into a moral power 
tor the good of the country 


MESSENGERS FROM HEAVEN. 

EACH me, Merciful God, to honour those im- 
mortal saints whom Thou sendest now and 
then from the world beyond the grave into my inner 
sanctuary. May I gratefully bow before them as my 
benefactors and* the benefactors of mankind. May 
1 welcome them and receive and profit by the mes- 
s.agcs which they bring as emissaries from the land 
of joy and blessedness ' And may I accommodate 
them in my heart as my honoured guests as often 
as thev come, and in their company grow in love and 
purity • 


March a6, tS‘j6. 

BEARING THE CROSS. 

irO.UlLD up for me the cross, O Lord, whereon my 
JiXi)' earthly aifcctions and dc.sires may be nailed 
' and sacrificed for Thy glorj'. Make mine the peace 
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that results from resigned seH-sacriricc. Every rela- 
tion \\liosc source cannot be consciously traced to 
'I'tiee ts the cause of endless trouble and every \vi,ii 
that Thou dost net bless is born to grieve the spirit 
The load of trouble and grief that comes out of ih- 
weakness of the heart; teach me, O Lord, to bear 
with patience and meekness. Draw out the thorns 
ill my flesh, even though the process will cause me 
to bleed c.\ccedingly, and cure me from the deep 
disease of my soul. 



Titn SORROW or the richteoo.';. 

l*r|nE sorrow of Thy righteous scrvanl,s is turned 
yi into ble.ssedncss by Thy compassion, O God 
of loving kindness. It is 'not true that Thou 
itclcst no sorrow, but the strength of perfect lot c 
I onverts it into the profound freshness of a new joy. 
Man’s sufferings arc great but they only can give 
him an insight into the depths of Thy tr.mquillily. 
Wound and mortify my spirit as Thou wilt, only give 
me in the end the healing consciousness of Thy 
sympathy. 


'• Oh. this is blessing, Ihis is rest — 
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MY ACCUSERS. 

TfritiPON those who look down upon me with scorn 
and disapprobation, God cause Thy mercy 
to descend. Upon those who take pleasure to con- 
tradict, accuse, and humiliate me, send Thy abundant 
grace. There are some who have spoken hard words 
to me, there are some who have ill-used such persons 
as I honour and love, there are some who have 
thrown mu at a distance, O God bless them all, and 
relorm their ways 


Apt il 3 , 1876. 
SPOTI.ESS PURITY. 


GOD, our Divine Mother, we pray to Thee for 
JviJw the spotless spiritual virginity that dwells with 
Tliee for ever. Make all evil thoughts utterly foreign 
to me ; wash out all the many stains of my heart ; 
and cause all vile imaginations to be impossible. 
Enable me to devote all my days, and all my powers 
to Thy holy service, and the good of mankind. Mine 
cj'es, mine hands, mine mouth, my whole being wash 
Thou clean, and void of offence. Our Mother as 
Thou dost combine tenderness with purity, and ar£ 
beautiful only in Tliy goodness, so cause my soul to 
be like unto Thee. Let me honour sanctity in all, in 
men, and in women especially ; let me bow in deep 
humility and reverence before those daughters of 
Thine whom Thou hast honoured with the eternal 
virginity of Thy nature. 
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GROWTH IN SAINTLINESS. 

s.iinls above seem to say unto me, 0 God, 
lli.it my prayers are hollow and my communion 
unreal. Compared to their faith, their devotion, 
•ind their joy, my spiritual progress is as nothing. 
What 1 have known, and tasted of Thy sweetness _js 
but a drop compared to the ocean of ble.ssedness in 
which they live immersed. Make this conviction 
.slrong, 0 God, that it may' curb my pride, and make 
me alw.ays humble. It is a pleasure to know how 
little 1 am when that knowledge is accompanied by 
the hope that even this ray little life will expand into 
the luller and heavenlier life of the saints above in 
the fullness of time, and that 1 shall live to be quite 
as happy as they are now. 


LOVE TO ENEMIES. 

pray unto Thee, God of Love, for the , wel- 
fare of all our opponents and enemies in 
the world, and of all those vvho bate and curse us. 
'1 here arc many whom we have irritated by our 
misdeeds and vices, our pride, and seKishness, .ind 
our insolence. Others have become our enemies 
because of our reformed faith and practices. Others 
dislike us because they do not know us and often 
misunderstand us. Father, do good to all such men, 
and help us to forgive and forget their enmity. 
Teach us to love them as our brethren in spite of 
their antagonism. May we always bear in mind Thy 
holy injunction that though others may be our sworn 
enemies we have no right to be enemies unto others ! 
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April p, tSj6 
THE DEEPER REALITIES. 

[’PE.VL to tlic sense of my soul, O Lord, and 
there enable me to behold .md understand the 
hidden relations of things. The five .senses delude 
and smother the soul, they misinterpret the objerts 
and uses of life. The knowledge th.U comes through 
them comes with an appeal to the desire of enjoyment 
and possession. The relations which thev would 
cncovirage arc the short-lived earthly relations that 
surely c.iuse inLscry. Even the religion they foster 
is the tainted religion of the world. O Spirit Supreme, 
leach me all knowledge from within, cause me to 
foster the relations that arc born and fed in the 
Spirit ; give unto me that spiritual religion that grows 
n ithin the soul, that interprets all things, enjoys all 
things there. 


TRUE HOPE. 

“(^.T^ITIIOUT hope no m.an can live, hope is life’s 
wN-ot' sustenance. Cut to centre any hope in 
man is to court sure dis,appoinlment. There is only 
one source from which the fulfilment of hope can 
come, and that is, O my Gotl, Thyself. Let me 
entertain such hopes only as Thou dost justify, Thou 
sh.dt bless them with fulfilment. 
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April 23, IS^6. 

OUR VICEROY. 

B less our nexv viceroy and Governor-General. 

' God Alraighty, and vouchsafe unto him such 
light and strength as may enable him to govern this 
country unto Thy gloiy. Grant that he may rule 
justly and mercifully the millions Thou hast entrusted 
to his care, promoting their material as well as moral 
prosperity. 


THE BETTER LAND. 

W HERE is that home into which saints and 
prophets and all Thy devote, d servants have 
gone to enjoy rest and peace evermore? My heart 
longs to go there, and join that happy band. But 1 
cannbt. My time has not come yet. I am still en- 
chained by sin and fetlcre^by worldliness. My spirit 
is not free. My heart is not pure. Set me free, 
Kind God, from the trammels of sin and make my 
heart clean, that I ma3r be worthy of the better land 
above. And when the time comes show me the way, 
that I may walk with Thee into the mansions of 
light and joy. 
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COMPANIOXSmr of smuts and prophets. 

^^yt'^MKRE is mj* beloved Chri^ti Lord? I wish 
'a'W' *<* *"‘e hini. And where « Thy soul-entranc- 

ed devotee, Chaitanya ? Where is Socrates ? Where 
are janaha and Sukdek? Where arc Nanak and 
K.rbir ? Where they are my heart wishes to be. 
They h.ivc won my aft'ections, and I cannot live 
without them. But alas ' my wicked heart cannot 
go there. Grant then. Merciful F.illier, that those 
holy .iiid saintly spirits may come and abide in my 
heart. In their company I sh.all find heaven. 


t.OVE 

"'r^OV IN’fi God, how sweet is it to love ' How happy 
SkX •'<“ ' I have tasted the sweets of love 

lhrau:;h I hy grace. I pray I may learn at Thy teet 
to love yet more warmly and tendcriy. May my love 
grow and cNpand day after day, embracing fricnd.s 
and foes, men of my faith and country, and men of 
other persuasions ami countries, ail .sects and com- 
mnniiies without prejudice' Teach mo. Father, to 
love those who stand outside the pale of my love and 
s vmp.tthy, and grant that 1 may be more lovingly 
itl.iched to those whom I love. 


April 30, tSi6. 

DIVINE r.UIDANTE. 

^CJl’IRlT of God. .All-seeing witness of the deepest 
ily thought.s that are unexpressed, guide a soul 
that has long looked up to Thee in trust and reliance. 
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Tliou dost cause light to come out of darkness, and 
good to come out of evil. .Confound all Ih^t ^ 
■wicked in me and turn m}'_ feelings and inclinations 
n Inch are so easily misled Into the paths of righteous- 
ness and Thy holy will. 


SPECIAL PROVIDEXCE. 

"^l^ELP me, O Lord, to find my place in Thy King- 
dom, teach me to discover the unfailing aids 
that surely lead to Thee. My God, if my trust and 
dependence in Thee be real, fasten them upon the 
right relations and duties of life. Let Thy Provi- 
dence be unto me embodied in real events and 
objects which preclude all doubt and question. When 
the time of trial comes, enable me to hold by that 
which Thou hast pointed out to me. As Thou art 
Thyself ever infallible, so the ways appointed by 
Thee are infallible. 


INTERCESSION. 

"■/"'50RD, cause Thy blessings to descend upon those 
to serve whom we labour and are always 
anxious. May the men and women unto whom we 
minister be aided and cheered by Thy Spirit. Help 
to explain our counsels and actions to them, deliver 
them from the evil that is within them, • and rightly 
establish our relations with them here and hereafter. 
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May 2t, /S^6. 

THE RICH AND THE POOR. 


GOU, I will nut hate the rich,- nor will I hate the 
poor. Give me a heart that shall love and 
re.spect all classes of men, and be partial unto none. 
What have the rich done that I shall abuse and 


revile them, and think them unworthy of heaven ? 
Riches and poverty are both Thy gifts, and both must 
be honoured. There is nothing impure in either. 
Whether therefore men be rich or poor, grant, O 
Lord, that I may serve all alike as Thy children and 


therefore my masters. 


TRUE SEfcF.CONXEALMENT. 

^P^EACn me to hide my deeper life, 0 my father, 
so that men may not see it. Let not what 
1 show be a measure of what I am ; but mercifully 
grant that far above the d.evotion and piety which 
others see in my outward life, may be the real good- 
ness of my heart v/hich Thou alone const give and 
which mortal eye can never see. The roots of god- 
liness can never bear to be exposed ; they dry up 
if exposed. Therefore, O God, keep my true self 
concealed within me, for if men see and praise it, 
it will wither away through pride and arrogance. 
How often have I lost my best possessions because of 
popular applause 1 Kind Saviour, whatsoever cannot 
bear the gaze of others, whatsoever is really good 
and pure and heavenly in me, do Thou conceal in the 
depths of ray heart. 
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June 4, i8j6. 
RESrtNG IN GOD. 


7KT is not possible to obtain rest in the world, O 
‘al Lord. Even the dearest and best in it think 
nothing of wounding us deeply. By Thy mere, ul 
dispensation, such wounds tend to do good to the 
soul but they are often hard to bear. In the fulness 
of rhy mercy, grant that we may endure our lot 
with resignation and peace and in perfect IruSu' to 
Thy beneficent purposes. 


CONSOLATION. 


uf?20RD vouchsafe to comfort me. Vouchsafe to 
be my friend and guide. Chasten my heart, 
^^cten it with Thy holy chastwement, and console 
me when I am heavily pressed. 


WIDOWS AND VIRGINS. 

trSPON all widows and virgins, O holy God, cause 
W Thy blessings to descend. Preserve them 
always in the light of Thy purity, and let Thy 
holiness be as a garment to their body and soul. 
Keep them safely away from the evil eye “l 
bad men, from the speech and reach of Uiine 
enemies who seek the ruin of innocent souls. 
Let their reputation be always bright and untar- 
nished like the rays of the sun, let their joy be 
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.itway-s to worship Thee, and be Thy handmaidens 
And may ihcir pure influence be the remedy of such 
social evils and corruption as we flnd around us. 


‘June n, 1S76. 
pi'RiTV OF iiE.vnr. 

RANT unto me, O Lord, a pure mind that is 
v\.X assured in confidence upon Thy approval, and 
I seek no more. Gr.ant unto me a clear conscience that 
lives in the atmosphere of Thy holiness, and I shall 
he s.atisfied. I would seek not the approbation of 
men and fear not much the evil words men delight 
to utter, only suiter me to be faithful in the service 
to which Thou hast called me. The strength that 
Thou dost bless a good conscience with can defy 
the hardness and injustice of the world’s treatment. 
Hnahle mu in all circumstances to preserve my heart 
undefiled. 


Atlton WITH MK. 

"JIXTrY son rest securely in me, be assured of my 
1X3 aI lot'c nnd protection, and abide in safety. Do 
not call up Thy fears and suspicions, let not I'hy 
imagination delude Thee, wliun I am at hand to 
succour and rescue Thee. No one that put his trust 
in me, did ever sullcr. No one that wept at my 
feet was ever given up. I am nigh unto Tliy trouldcd 
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heart, despair not ; my right hand is ready to save 
.Thee, why shouldst Thou sink ? 


MY ONLY STRENGTH. 

God, my Saviour, who is so gracious as 
Thou ? A word from Thee is like the water 
of lile and joy to me. Thy promise is the rock of 
ages. My Father I would abide safely in Thee even 
when my soul misgives. I will put my trust in Thee 
when my best friends in the worlds have failed me. 
The readiness of Thy right hand to shield me is like 
a fortress of strength to me that defies the wrath of 
sin, and hardness of the world. I bless Thee and 
• would do Thy work cheerfully. 


THY EVERLASTING PRESENCE. 

the darkness of solitude, in the depression of 
melancholy, O Thou God of light visit me. 
Visit me in the still hour of evening when there is 
no one near, visit me in the gloomy hour of midnight 
when the world is buried in gloom. Visit me again 
when 1 totter alone on the brink of despair and \vhen 
distrusting doubts take away from me the staff of 
my existence. When the fear of death, of desertion, 
of homelessness, of poverty, of degradation stares 
me in the face, and fills me with fright, good, good 
Master, be not far. Fear not, 1 am with Thee 
always. 
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Juitr iS, 1S76. 

THE NEGLECTED ONES. 

i^,AUSE Tliy blcstingt to dcsccnH O Lord, upon 
the uncared — for children of Tliy servants, the 
little hoys and girls for whose trainio" few take much 
rare. Turn our hearts tii mercy to their welfare, 
and teach us to take pains for tlicir good. Suffer 
those little on"s to grow up in the p.-ith of virtue, 
.snd in the knowledge of Thy ways Hring them up 
aceofiling to the wisdom of riw providence, and the 
law of'lhy loving kindness, and let them be faithful 
to (he lives and convictions of their parents. 


THE OLTCtST. 

esco!nn>«nifated and poor in their 
loneliness, O Lord, and cheer their told deso- 
lation. Teach us to give pity and love when peace 
of iiiiinl has fied, and to speak sweetly unto those 
win suffer in mind and body. To the home of 
misery teach us to bring consolation, to the bed of 
si-'kness romfoit. and always stand by the oppressed 
and deserted. 


THE PASSION FOR PURITY. 

the flame of 
I may kindle it 

in those souls who arc around me. Crc.atc 'in me a 


"I^INDLE in me. O holy Spirit 
purilv and piety wherewith 
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depth of sweetness and peace of which I may partake 
with others. Lord, let my thoughts and feelings be 
better than my words, my actions better than my 
feelings and thoughts, and my life better and purer 
than anything I can outwardly do. 


June 2 ^, i8‘/6. 

LOVING THE POOR. 

and humility, vouchsafe 0 God, unto 
Thy devoted servants. The world wishes it 
not, but rather that they should serve Thee and 
Mammon both. Asceticism is hateful to the world 
for it is of heaven heavenly. There are thousands 
among religious men who are as the upper ten, and 
though pious never sink below the line of respect- 
ability. They mi.x with the aristocracy and are partial 
to those in high places. The poor they shun, and all 
that pertains to poverty. Train up devotees, we 
beseech Jhee, who shall be friendly to the poor, and 
shall honour the surroundings of poverty, so that the 
largest and most despised section of Thy children 
may have patrons and friends in them. Who will 
be friend and minister unto the poor if Thy devotees 
do not look to them ? Good God, grant for the sake 
of the poor that the more advanced devotees may be 
perfectly poor in spirit and life. 
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THE INNER SANCTUARY. 

7(cN the inner sanctuaiy there is no turmoil Lord ; 

neither strife nor sorrow is there. How pleasant 
is it to dwell with Thee there and enjoy serene com- 
munion ! Let the world clamour and pierce the sky 
with its terrific war-cries, nothing can disturb the 
harmony and peace of the soul that is hid in Thee. 
Let clouds and storms darken and distract the out- 
ward universe, my heart shall lie sweetly absorbed in 
Thine infinite joy. 


MY HEAVEN. 


HO U in me, and I in Thee this, this. 0 Eternal 
Spirit, is my heaven. No other heaven do I 
seek. Grant Lord that I may always find myself 
immersed in Tliee, and Thy spirit rooted in the 
depths of my heart. In such profound intercommu- 
nion Thy unworthy child shall find joy unutterable. 


FLOWERS. 

f HESE flowers, ah 1 so beantifol and tender, made 
by Thy hand, have fascinated me, and I cannot 
tesist their attractions. It is for their sakes that T 
cannot leave this sweet retreat. The rose and the 
jessamine on cither side seem to say — ‘Go not’ 
and 1 cannot go. Dear Lord, may these heavenly- 
flowers teach me love and purity ? 
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July 2 , i8j6. 

ABSOLUTE SELF-CONSECRATION. 

[ I not a thief and a robber, O God ? Have 
I not stolen this body, wealth and all my 
earthly possessions which arc all due to my brethren 
and retained them for my own use? Ei-cry penny I 
possess, every drop of blood in m}* body belong!, to 
others and I cannot use it as mine own. Lord, teach 
me to consecrate my body and mind and all I bavc 
to the service of my brother and sister. 


m 


SOLITUDE AND SOCIETY. 

<^MID plants and trees, flowers and fruits the 
heart remains pure and happy and easily 
learns simplicity, humanity and asceticism. Amid 
family cares and engagements and the bustle and 
business, the trials and temptations of society, it is 
hard, very hard, my God ! to become godly. But 
as Thy child must serve society and achieve purity 
in the battlefield of life, grant Father, that in the 
rural retreat amid the beauties of nature, I may be 
fitted b^’ true communion for the duties and trials of 
social life. 
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July g, i8j6. 

A PICTURE OF HEAVEN. 

VJfjHlNKlNG and being are closely connected. If 
bjjr I think often of the world, its temptations and 
pleas"'“i • become wordly ; if I think of heaven, 1 
must heavenly-minded. But how seldom, 0 my 
God, d<> I think of heaven. That sweet and charming 
picture heaven which Thou hast shown me to-day, 
do Tho“ always hold up before me. How happv 
that de^'otod group of Thy loving children gathered 
round Ti'y feet i Oh how happjr I Father, may I 
constantly think of their heavenly joy and seek it 1 


“JCSATHER, dear Jesus loved Thee, and he loved 
Thee so intensely that he said, " 1 and my 
Father are one.” O God, teach me that singleness of 
heart, that obedience of will and child-like trust 
which Jesu.s, Thy son, po.ssessed in abundance. May 
1 love Thee as he loved Thee. 


LOWLINESS. 

HOW difficult it is to he poor 1 1 have tried, 
JI^ I have struggled, but poverty, sweet and 
heavenly poverty k far from me. Lord, I have entered 
the hermit's cottage, and put on his rude tattered 
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raiment and I eat and live in a lowly style. Yet am 
I not poor. My heart is yet the heart of a rich man, 
proud, haughty and fond of the pleasures and luxuries 
of the world. O God, humble my spirit, and make 
my heart poor and lowly. 


SELF-SURRENDER. 


5HY do I fancy, O God, that there is such 

a being as “ I” with independent rights and 

possessions on earth ? I, as an independent master, 
do not exist except in my own imagination. If I 
exist, 0 Lord, it is only as a born slave whose every 
thing is sold and therefore belongs to others. Help 
me, Father, to realize this my true position, and to 
feel deeply that not my earthly possessions and even 
ego itself belong to those around me. 


July i6, iSf6. 

THE REAL AND THE UNREAL. 

NLY the soul’s pure gladness of life in Thee 
is real, O my God, all else, all else is deeply 
false. I have seen the noble human face in the 
bloated ugliness of approaching death, the unspeak- 
able foulness and contortions of the last disease, and 
it all passed away soon into gloom and unconscious- 
ness. I have seen the- sun-lit beauty, aad healthful 
fragrance of innocent youth before it passed away 
into sickness, decay and old age. It is all so sadly 
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unreal and deceiving ! My God, what miserable 
mockerj’ is man’s hope of life and joy but in thee ? 
Suffer me, to be secure in Thee, no other safety I seek.. 
Enable me to feel what cheerfulness 1 am worthy 
of only with Thee and in Thy service. 


DIVINE PURITY. 

?Tf?HE grace of holiness, my Merciful Saviour, I 
entreat Tliec to bestow. 1 have longed before 
Thee for the holiness of flesh and the holiness of 
spirit and neither of these is yet mine. Untainted 
and washed out by Thy redeeming mercy let me 
approach Thy feet ; how can I draw near to Thee with 
vneleanness still clinging to my heart ? For the living 
waters of Thy cver-glorions righteousness my spint 
thirsts, Thou dost know, O Holy Spirit, vouchsafe 
to show me the salvation wherein the soul becomes 
pure for ever. 


NECLECTBD WOMANHOOD. 

the honour and welfare of Thy neglected 
daughters 1 once more lift up my feeble hands 
in prayer to Thee, O our common Father, suffer all 
Thy servants to plead for those who cannot plead for 
themselves. The delicacies and depths of woman’s 
nature Thou alone hast sounded and dost know. 
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and do the work for which Thou ' didst send them 
here. Enlighten us also that we may not be harsh 
and unfeeling where we should be kind and sym- 
pathetic, that we may not be indulgent and weak 
where we should be stern and unbending. Above all 
teach us by truthfulness and purity and a loving dis- 
position to help, and aid each other in going to Thy 
home in heaven. 


July aj, 1876. 

HUMILITY. 


^ REAT God, enable me to feel how small I am. 

In Thy majestic presence I am but a worm 
crawling on the earth, a mere grain of sand. Let me 
hide myself in shame under an over-powering sense 
of riSy utter worthlessness. What am I, O God, 
before Thee? I am as nothing. Lord teach me 
humility. 


INDIVIDUALITY. . 

THIS wicked and miserable individuality ! 

Grant, O God, that I may soon be free from 
it. 1 would merge my proud self in Thee and the 
community. I would have no distinct and selfish 
personality ; 1 would not live for myself, but for , the 
world. Teach me, my Father, to live in mankind 
and for the good of mankind. May I be absorbed 
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in humnnity’s cause. Lord, root out self and selfish- 
ness and make me one with those around me. 


July 30, 1S16. 

DAILY WORK. 

^SI^ORD, 1 am about to engage myself in my daily 
work. As worldl]r business perverts the un- 
derstanding, deadens spiritual susceptibilities and 
aspirations, excites avarice, cupidity, jealousy, pride 
and all the baser passions 1 humbly surrender myself 
to Thee and beseech Tliee to deliver me from these 
evils. I r.innot venture to enter the regions of worldly 
tri.als and temptations without invoking Thy aid. 
Help me God 


RESIGNATION. 

TRTfi' friends complain, 0 my God, that 1 do not 
attend sufficiently to the wants of my wife 
and children. If I neglect my duties to them I am 
guilty before Thee. But my conscience tells me 
that in this matter I practise the rule of resignation. 
My wife and children arc in Thy hands. Teach me 
to believe that I ought not to think anxiously about 
our food or raiment. May we trustingly worship 
Thee and serve Thee and leave all the rest with 
Thee. 
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August 6, iSj6. 

ONE BODY. 

f HOU hast appointed Thy servants, O Lord, to 
build one house, and not many houses. But 
they are building each a separate house for himself, 
because they do not agree, and condemn each other s 
building. Father, in this disagreement we see our 
pride, selfishness, and infidelity. There is one dis- 
pensation of which we are parts, one body whereof 
we are members and in one house, O God of provi- 
dence, hast Thon called us to dwell. May we hav’e 
such faith and such union ? 


GOD, anger is a St of passion, which though 
subdued for a time, returns as soon as eSccit* 
ing causes appear. I have tried these twenty years 
to control it, but Thou knowest, Master, that 1 have 
shamefully failed. Even now, though I have prayed 
so long, provocation upsets my -temper and makes 
me think of revenge. When I first came unto Thee, 
ifiy saviour, 1 brought unto Thee a most unclean and 
vindictive heart. Thou hast taught me forbearance, 
but the root of the evil in me is not yet gone, and 
when trials' come I cannot stand. Teach me such 
love that I may altogether subdue my evil pa5sion.s. 
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BEAUTV. 

EiERE is a bcaul}' in Thy face, dear Lord, which 
l>:ts fascinated Thy de\'ot:d saints above. 
Even to this sinner Thou hast partly revealed it, but 
my heart Thou hast not yet won. O how hard and 
corrupt is my heart. If I see Thee continually shall 
I not love Thee ? Yes. 


NEW FLOWERS. 

"■(fN the gaidens of the world all species of flowers 
have been numbered and c^sified. But in 
Thy g.itden in heaven new species grow, which none 
ever saw before. Sweet ideas and sweet joys spring 
up, not only fresh flowers on the same tree, but fresh 
species of flowers, the like of which the heart never 
saw. Who knows what new light and joy Thou wilt 
send to-morrow to Tliy humble worshipper ? 


August rg, i8j6, 

TRUE PRAVER. 

Tf^aORD, I cannot pray unto Thee, day after day, 
for tho removal of the same vicious habit, 
unless I am a hypocrite and a' confirmed sinner and 
really unwilling to part with favorite sins. One 
sincere prayer, uttered before Thee, out of the depths 
of the heart, is capable of overcoming even the most 
.-inveterate sin, such is the power of true prayer, 
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such the power of Tby saving grace. How is it llien 
that though I have prayed a hundred,, yea a thousand 
times, my sins are not yet gone, my heart is still 
estranged from Thee. Grant, O God, that my prayers 
may not be vain repetitions, like those of a Iiypco- 
crite. 


BHARAT ASRAM. 

“^^aORD, let Thy blessing descend in showers upon 
the Bharat Asram. Though imperfect, and 
mismanaged by those into whose hands Thou hast 
entrusted it, it has, so far as it has proved true to 
Thee, conferred great benefits upon those who have 
taken shelter in it. Here the homeless have found a 
home, and the helpless wanderers in life’s path has 
here found rest. Make it. Kind God, more and more 
a sweet home and a place of education and discipline 
unto its inmates. 


rpSJpORE humility vouchsafe unto me, 0 my Fallicr. 

Pride is roy bitterest enemy. It defile.s my 
heart as nothing else can, and shakes the very foun- 
dations of faith, love and purity. 1 think I aip 
humble if I can only bow reverently before Thee 
and acknowledge my nothingness. Thus 1 deceive 
myself. Before my brother and sister I cannot bring 
down my arrogant head. The dust of their feet 
1 do not yet accept .as the means of my salvation. 
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Cntslt my pride hard as stone, and make me humble 
and meek. 


IfE GOD, I glorify tears. They are my friend and 
helper. In them I find light and strength and 
joy. If my eyes are dry I apprehend danger, for 
all my enemies seeing that the time is favourable to 
them begin to attack me. With tears in my eyes I 
see through them the rainbow colours of heaven, and 
rejoice. Grant me Lord, tears of love for ever. 


August 30, iSf6. 

TEACE AND GOODWII-L. 

RANT, O God, our Father, that all hearts may 
*50 united in peace and goodwill before Thy 
alt.ar to-day. Grant that the sacrifice of our tears 
and prayers may be acceptable to Thee, and sancti- 
fied through our fraternal love for each other. Grant 
0 God of peace, that brother may forgive the offences 
of brother, and sister may embrace sister in the 
holiness of their sacred relationship, and all may 
assemble in Thy house without the least ill-feeling 
to celebrate Tliy goodness, and rejoice over Thy 
blessed name. 
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HUMILITY. 

g UFFER rae, O Lord, to lie low at Thy feet, and 
be very humble. My pride has ofTcnded both 
men and women, and humiliated me much in my 
own estimation. I hare been a bad example, and I 
have perverted those whom I should have taught to 
be meek. For all this, righteous God, chastize mu 
severel}’, and create in me that poverty of spirit 
which wills often to conciliate me to those whom my 
conduct has hardened. Bless me so that 1 may cease 
to be a stumbling block in the w-ay of Thy children 
in Thy house and rather be a help to them in their 
need. 


MINE ENEMIES. 

^AUSE Thy blessings to de.scend, O Lord, upon 
mine enemies, upon the men and women who 
hare bated rae, slandered me, persecuted me, and 
used me spitefully. I seek their true welfare at Thy 
hands, because their unkindness has often done me 
tliu greatest good. Behold, O my God, I am but a 
poor sinner, and deserve much severity in the hands 
of men. If their severity has been at times exercised 
when I was prepared for it, I cannot complain, 
because they have as often withheld their punish- 
ment when my conduct fully called for punishment. 
Cause Thy grace to visit mine adversaries, those who 
hold different ideas and opinions from myself, those 
whose faith is different from my own, those who 
condemn my ways of action, and entertain a very 
low estimate of my worth and work.' Merciful Lord, 
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teach me tolerancei larg'e-heartedness, and the love 
of all men. 


September 3, i8'/6. 


the outcast sinner, O my gracious Saviour, 
cast Thine pitying eye. Cast Thine forgiving 
glance upon him who has made himself vile and 
abhorred of men. Let Thine face shine upon him in 
the midst of his degradation ; soften towards him 
the hearts of those whom he has injured ; let him not 
altogether die in misery. My God, my God, are we 
not all of us sinners, has not every one of us outraged 
the majesty of Thy law in Thy presence for which 
we are punishable? Why then should I hate the 
brother sinner because in the world’s estimation his 
transgressions have been greater than mine ? Hold 
ttie degraded and the outcast within the safe shelter 
of Thy motherly bosom, give them hope, and give 
them peace, give them purity, and deliver them from 
further trials. 


dealings with me, O Lord, have been as just 
as merciful. To think of what Thou hast done 
for me in the past, softens the hardest heart, and 
overpowers the strongest scepticism. Thou knowest 
my natural, my innate worthlessness, and the vices. 
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and follies of which I have been repeatedly guilty, 
are patent before Thine eye. Yet in spite of all thi*- 
I'liou ha<-t lifted me up and through a long seric-s of 
years hast led me forward from happiness to happi- 
ness, from virtue to virtue. Let me, O ray ever good 
Master, make the confession of ^hy goodness and 
my ingratitude. Let me read .back the hi.story of 
Thy dealings, and the book of Thy dispensation, and 
humbled, and enlightened, believe and declare tlit-rc 
is no one like unto my God. 


THE SOHROWINC. 

t^pTOW lonely and disconsolate is the world to 
those who are truly sorrowful. Nobody iin- 
dcr.stands the heart’s aches, and those who know of 
it, pass it by. Thou alone, O my God, fcelest for 
those who suffer silently. Cause the sorrows which 
Thou dost send to cleanse and chastize my soul, 
spare me not until Thou hast made me, what I 
should be. O Lord, humble down the head that 
jiroudly sets itself up, and make Thy gracious 
wounds to penetrate the most unhealthy parts of the 
•soul. Thou Supreme Healer no man dies whom 
Thou hast undertaken to cure. And if the world 
shall prove to be an indifferent spectator of my pain, 
teach me only to be more firm, and more faithful. 
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UNITED SERVICE. 

wihh to serve Thee, O God, with united 
'uVm iiearts, as a family having one head, as a 
regiment under one commander. It is good to work 
together in Thy sendee, and it is great pleasure too. 
rUere cannot be greater joy or success than when 
Thy sevants unitedly carry out Thy heavenly pur* 
ptise-. on c,-irth. Lord give us love, Jmw us together 
more firmly in Thy service 


susrMV'in communion. 

"OTlNn God, have mercy upon us whose thoughts 
,ir X, wander about during pi.ayer. How often we 
has c endeavoured to collect mir thoug.ils and yet 
as often do they run astray. The sss'cets and benefits 
of cuncentr.'itcd and sustained communion we have 
not yet succeeded in realizing. Help us Lord so to 
control our minds th.at they may not be disturbed^ by 
a single foreign thought during prayer and niediiation. 


10, tS^ti 

PROVIDEXCI'. 

GOD, I magnify and praise Thy unbounded 
love it is true, but I feel that 1 must now and 
then minify Tny mercy and try to realir^ only that 
much of it which has been .actu.ally experienced hy 
mo in my life. Tliat Thou art infinitely good I be- 
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!isve in iheor}’ only.but I cannot conceive its va-.tness. 
Teach me to feci Thy love as it is vouchsafed unto 
me in small measure from day to day and grant that 
I may hold and enjoy it as a street reality'. 


OLD TRUTHS. 

M N my attempts to acquire neiv truths, J am apt 
to’ forget old lessons. Grant O my Saviour, 
that my interest in the old testament of Thy 
dealings with me may continue unabated and ever 
fresh. Grant that I may now and then call to mind 
all those truths and joys which Thou didst confer 
upon me in days gone by, and learn to love and 
worship Thee as my Friend and Guide for ever. 


September tj, iSj6. 

POVERT\’. 

'?I^ORD, like other good things poverty too ebbs 
away from the heart after a time unless it is 
duly and prayerfully watched. As the world guards 
riches, may I, Merciful Father, be enabled through 
Thy mercy to guard my highest treasure on earth, 
my poverty and lowliness of spirit. Grant that I 
may be as diligent and prayerful in acquiring as in 
keeping that treasure. 
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PURE EYE. 

ALVATION is in the eye, O my God. There, 
fore I beseech Thee to purify my eyes, and 
give me the power of seeing things in their true 
light. Te.-ich my eyes to see the hollowness and 
unreality of the riches and pleasures of the world, 
and turn with ioy to Thee as the onlv Realitv I ought 
to love. May I by ioofciitg constantly at Thy holy 
face s.inctify my eyesight altogether and learn to 
cast pure glances upon objects and persons. Dwell 
in my eye, my Father. 


September 24, tSj6. 
run MYSTERY OF THE GOD-HEAD. 

"JfJaOR-Di "’hat shall I say of Thee? Thou art un- 
knowablc and yet knowable. Thou art with- 
out shanc and figure, yet most beautiful. Thou art 
immutable, yet Thou appearest in various aspects to 
Thy children. Absolute' and the only Lord of the 
universe, yet '’ever)' individual subject of Thy king- 
dom IS a free being. Thou workest without noise. 
How busy art Thou yet how calm and peaceful, how 
strict and immovable yet how tender and reconcil- 
able ; unapproachable yet accfissiblc to any one that 
.seeks Thee. Almighty yet Thou art subject to the 
necessity of Thy God-hca'd. Omnipresent but ever 
absent, ever nc.ar and ever distant. The Universe 
cannot contain Thee, yet Thou art present’fully in 
every object. Thou art ever anxious for every 
individual,- yet Thou appearest the most unconcerned 
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spectator of the world. Infinite is Thy abliorretire 
of sin, yet Thou dwellcst in .the soul of a sinner. 
Extorting monarch yet most liberal. Extremely 
worldly, having so large a family and immense pos- 
sessions, yet Tliou art the greatest ascetic. August 
and great, yet Thou personally attendcst to the 
comforts and welfare of the minutest and mean. 
Tnou art most uncompromising yet accommodating. 
What shall I say of Thee, Lord ! May my feeble 
\ oicc stop, my little mind be numbed, and my soul 
lost in the wondrous immensity from where no travel- 
lers ever return. 


October t, iSiO. 

AS A CHILD. 

^IHOUGH grown in years, I am, 0 God, my 
Father, I am as a child before Thee. Give 
me the power to feel as a child. Take away this 
crookedness from my heart, and this impurity. The 
hardness that is within ra'c is not worthy of Thy 
child, and this self-relying worldly prudence which 
does not look up, and does not depend upon Thee. 
I have been in the holy company of children and 
felt their innocence and their simplicity. O.Lord, 
it brings sorrow’ and shame into my heart to sec that 
I am not equal to one of them in love and artless 
goodness. Make me as holy, as simple, ns loving, 
and as dependent as a child. 
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GROWING IN COD. 

W HERE is no increase within my soul, O God, 
iny holiness and my love do not grow. The 
slow and imperceptible advance that there is in all 
human nature, docs not satisfy me amid the great 
trials of my life Enable me to feel that Thou art 
in me .always and that 1 am pure and tender in Thee. 
Without constant increase of love and heavenly 
purity, life loses all its warmth and fragrance. 
Cleanse and soften everything that is within and 
let me grow in the inward gifts. 


Octobers, iSj6. 

COM.MUNION OF SAINTS. 

^T?XPLAIN to me,"0 my God, the doctrine of the 
jCi communion of saints. The best and truest 
men have gone to thee from this world of sin and 
sorrow to dwell with thee in joy and blessedness for 
over. Their company I seek, O Lord, next to Thy 
holy c'o.npany. Though they arc absent Thou canst 
make me dwell with them in spirit now and then 
and profit by their sanctifying and gladdening pre* 
sonce. Grant me this privilege for Thy mercy’s sake. 


SECRET MESSAGES. 

'^jrF there are deep and secret messages which Thou 
wouldst communicate to me for my soul’s bene- 
fit, draw me, O Loving Guide, into some hidden 
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place and there reveal the glad tidings. Tell me 
•where Thou wilt speak to me, on the top of the hill 
or the banks of the river or in a rural retreat and 
1 will be there at the appointed time and wait for 
Thy heavenly voice. O God, I wish to be instructed 
by Thee in the deeper counsels of heaven. 


SPIRITUAL UNION. 

§ HALL we meet in heaven, O Lord ? Thou sayst 
we shall, if we are united in spirit here on 
earth. It grieves us to find there there is no such 
loving union among us, and that, therefore, there is 
little prospect of our forming one loving family in 
heaven. Give us. Kind God, such love and purity 
as shall knit us together for time and eternity in Thy 
holy house. 


HUMILIATION*. 


^HY shall I feel dejected and humiliated if 

' men revile and abuse me ? Rather should 

I fet-l thankful unto Thee, O Lord, that men are 
leaching me to be humble and lowly by their kind, 
though apparently unkind treatment. Teach me, my 
God, to feel my unworthiness. 
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October /j, iSjS. 

WORLDLY WANTS. 

Rf^HE distress of poverty, O God, threatens to 
22* press upon my mind very much sometimes. 
1 am often inciined to feel humiliated and ashamed 
because of my want of means. Sweeten my heart, 
my good Father, when the wants of the world tend 
to depress me ; for my livelihood and comfort teach 
to depend upon Thee entirely ; and when the suffer- 
ings of those whom I love are about to make my soul 
sorrowful, give me the consolation of feeling that 
Thou art my Father, my portion, my wealth for ever. 
Thou who bast the support of all creatures in Thy 
hands, support me in the midst of my loneliness and 
poverty 


THY NEVER CHANCING LOVE. 

?^HOU art always the same, O my merciful Lord, 
it is only 1 who. am different at different 
times. Glorious and beautiful in Thy protecting love 
when I rise from my act of loving prayer, Thou art 
loving and protecting as ever when 1 have ceased 
to love Thee, when my heart is hard and unfeeling 
as a stone. Thy relations with me never change, it 
is only my relations with Thee that change so often. 
And in the unsteadiness of my heart 1 feel as if Thou 
art changed to me. Help me, my Father, so that 
even when roy heart is as a .stone, I may still trust 
in Thy nevcr-chaiiging love and goodness. What 
love and ' trust Thou dost in.spirc in me, make it 
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constant, so that in all states I may Tondly and 
firmly rely and live in Thee. 


TREATING OTHERS 

^ USPICION and hard usa^e seem to make the 
*'5 world very dark. Deliver my heart, O God, 
from the evil suspecting and ill-using others althougli 
I may not agree ti'ith them. Teach me tt> treat '.all 
men with sweetness, respect, and delicacy, and what- 
eser be the return I get, let me bear if meekly and 
with dignity, as Thy sers'ant. 


October az, t8j6. 

GUIDE ME. 

HOM have 1 in the world, O my 6od, but 
Thee? There are many 1 would call dear 
and near, and for whom I would willingly toil and 
suffer. But in the real darkness and distress of life, 
at the moment of real trial and separation, who 
stands with me but Thou ? 


MY OWN IN THE SPIRIT. 

God, I am alone, and have only Thy right- 
mercy on my side. Show me the right 
u ay to behave towards my fcllowmen, show me the 
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way by wbicli I mar cease to be a trouble unto 
others. If it please Thee manifest unto me in spirit 
the brothers and the sisters, the fathers and the 
mothers, 'the friends and the helpers whom I may call 
my own irt catling Thee my own. 


REStGtJATtOS. 

^jf^HOUGH I be in constant want teach me yet, 
O my God, to take away my heart from the 
thought ef worldly riches Let holy poverty sweeten 
my soul to trust in Thee more fully and resign my 
all in Thy hands. 


A PURE CONSCIENCE. 

should I fear man’s condemnation, O 
jt' Holy God, when Thou dost acquit me in 
the court of conscience. And why should I feel 
elated by other's prawc when Thine awful voice 
convicts 'me of guilt. I pray unto Thee for the light 
and rest of a pure conscience. 1 cannot claim that 
others will give me rest, I cannot claim the right 
of human approbation, for even if I deserved it 
all, it would harden me, and lead me away from 
Thee. My Father, ble.ss me, that delivered from 
my many sins, I may stand in humble innocence 
before Tby face. Fear and sorrow, care and bumi- 
li-ition cease when I stand justified within the em- 
brace of Thy sanctifying love. 
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TKY COMPASSION. 

/JJTAUSE Thy manifold blessings, O Lord, to dcs- 
ccnd upon the heads of those who have f.'illcn 
into disease or destitution by faithfully working as 
Thy servants. Suffer Thy unspeakable peace to 
enter into those hearts that are aching with anxiety 
for others’ good. Upon those who labour far from 
home and friends in Thy vineyard, cause all blessing 
and success to descend. Let Thy suffering servants 
feel soothed by Thee at all times. 


October ag, tSj6. 

I.OVE. 

?(? HUMBLY confess, 0 my God, that I have made 
a great mistake in my life, I have always be- 
lieved that I should, and that I could serve Thee 
.md the world conjointly. Alas 1 I now feel I have 
deceived myself. He who serves Thee must renounce 
worldliness altogether, and love thee exclusively. Help 
me then, dear Saviour, to make Thee the only object 
of my affection, the ever-shining and beloved neck- 
l.tce of my heart. 


A MESSENGER FROM HEAVE.V. 


si tree across the path of ray vision. 1 i 
s Thy messenger, O loving God, and asked it 
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it had any message from heaven for me. Ft spoke 
nnt, yet was I comforted. I devoutly trust, O llord, 
thine inspiring dove will some day bring n\e glad 
tidings from above. 


VOICE OF NATURE. 


TiJjTyjHEN the world was young they say, birds 
beasts spoke, and alt material objects 
too. They speak still. O God, if only my soul is 
young enough as a child to understand them. They 
speak indeed with charming eloquence to the believing 
heart. I>oes not the moon speak ? Do not the 
rosV'j. spc.ak ? Yes, sayst Thou, 0 God. Grant that 
1 may always joyfully- converse with nature. 


Revember y 1S76 
COMMUNION 

■^^^OG.\ philosophy taught me, O God, that on the 
shores of the ocean of eternity there is a 
house where the weary traveller finds peace and 
forgets sorrow. I thank Thee, Thy merciful guidance 
has at last enabled me to find that house in my 
inmost soul. It is so quiet; its solemn stillness 
makes communion with Thee quitp natural, easy and 
sweet, while its extremely favourable situation, being 
contiguous to eternity,, draws the heart away from 
tills 'world, and prepares it for the next. Idclp mei 
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I'n^rrn Spirit, to ilwrll will* Tlicc thcrr. lor Tlioii nrt 
•t Si’rrrt (joJ, and lovr"-l solitiicin. 


intT rurFSD. 

U true that even spintu^l fricntUliip dissolv-rl 
after a time, and dial the bi-^t of (rii-tiils in 1 hy 
liouic part? Lord, is this possibJe ? lioiv tan i 
rea«e to lore and esteem him whom I have onre 
acc< pted for better and worse as my friend and eont- 
pwiion for eternity? My Father, 1 rannot. Tho'p 
wliom Thou hast united nothing can separate, in 
earlier days I met in the path of life one who n I 
loved warmly and passionately. He was ne^t to my 
heart .slways. Now he is far away. Yet is he tic.'tr, 
iny God. The mtslcric.s of true love who can com- 
prahend ? Teach me, Everlasting God, to he faithful 
and affectionate in my heart, to all those whom Thou 
hast bfonglit to me and linked to my foul as friends 
and co-workers in Tby kingdom. 


OnOORAPHY OF THR SOIX. 

AM sadlv deheient, O my God, in Ibc knowledge 
JL of the geography of the soul, and i bcsecrliTliec 
to enlighten me. "fhy wise and devoted children 
are enabled with the light of such knowledge to 
trsvel through the various countries within, seeing 
and enjoying all interesting places and gathering trea- 
sures here and there. Teach me. Lord, where are 
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tlio^e lulls of faith, valleys of communion, gardens of 
love, oceans of peace of which seers and prophets 
have spoken so eloquently. Tell me also, kind 
Teacher, where, hid in deep places, lie those inexhaus- 
tible mines of spiritual wealth which have made so 
many of Thy devotees truly rich. O God, teach me 
the geography of the inner regions, and vouchsafe 
unto me a complete knowledge of the heights and 
depths of the soul. 


SPIRITUAL DEVOTION. 

OD of India, my educated countrymen are aspir- 
•0? fo *’'gl' places in the service of the State, 
ai' 1 their agitation in this matter shows how very 
c^i.^est and eager they arc. But how few, alas! 
among them covet high places in the kingdom of 
Heaven 1 Lord, teach them to seek spiritual eleva- 
tion, and grant thill they may hunger and thirst for 
such honour.^ as perish not. Let us all feel how 
poor we arc in spirit, and, discontent with out present 
low position and resources, let us seek compensation 
and better prospects in heaven. 


November rs, tS/6. 

RADICAL CURE. 

no ii^'SICIAN, heal the maladies of my soul. I 
have tried the doctors and all the patent medi- 
cines of the world, but have found no benefit in them. 
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Thou alone can't h'-al me, and Tliy medicines alone 
can hrin^ me relief. The evils in my outward life. 
Thou ha*.! already remedied in a great mea.Mjre. Hut 
as jn my blood and deep in my bones the seeds of 
corruption are lodged, administer the r.‘medie.N of 
heaven there, O God, and make me altogether clean 
and healthy. I have often heard Thee ;.ay. Thou 
llcalcr of the soul.that I must go oat of this vorld 
for a few weeks fora cluinge if t desire “.omplcte 
renewal of health. Be it so, Lord, (rrant that 1 may 
breathe the purer air of heaven (or some lime in tlK: 
regions of the .saints above, .and then return with 
nnovatid health. 


linAVENI.V CAPTAIN. 

^f^T is no longer a river : the sea, the open sea 1 
behold all around, O God. The onward course 
of /ny life has brought my frail bark here, and I now 
feel more than f ever did before, the necessity of 
entire dependence upon Thee. For who can navi. 
g.alo the sea ? Its length and breadth and depth 
are appalling to me. The tremendous storm, the 
tiianng svaves I dare not face. And then 1 know 
not w hirh is the cast and ss'hich is the we.st. All is 
dark, dismal, and fearful. _0 Captain, in Tliy hand 
must 1 leave the helm entirely amid all thc.se dan- 
gers ; and that heavy load, f carry with me, my own 
understanding, svhich may cause me to sink at 
.any moment, f will throw overboard Guide me, O 
guiile me, Heavenly C.aptain, into the heaven of joy 
.and ble.s^cd^css. 
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THE DISTANT LAND. 


f ^HAT is that land I see at a distance, half hid 
in mists, yet bright enough to attract my 
heart ? Is that the land of joy and Salvation which 
Thou hast, O my God, promised to weary pilgrims ? 
Then glory, glory, glory to Thy hallowed name. Lord, 
hasten my movements and make me run, that I may 
soon finish my journey. Thou whisperest, O God, 
the home is yet very far, and it will take fifty thou- 
sand years yet to reach it. Only fifty thousand, 
dear Lord ! That is nothing if 1 am sure of reaching 
that sweet home. 


THE SOVEREIGN OF INDIA. 

N the first day of the New Year our Queen, O 
(1^ God, will be proclaimed Empress of Hindus- 
than, and that day will be observed as a day of 
general rejoicing. When will that day come, Father, 
when Thou, King of kings and Lord of'lords, shalt 
bo declared the Sovereign of India, and the kingdom 
of heaven established in tins land ? That will indeed 
be a blessed day for all of us, when the tyranny of 
passions will cease, and the reign of ignorance, 
superstition, and sin will come to an end. Lord, 
hasten that day. 
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Noraember /p, iSyt. 

INWARD PURIFICATION. 

"^I^ORD! I thank Thee for the sweetnes'; of Thy 
presence which Thou hast many times revealeil 
even unto this sinner. I thank Thee for the many 
consolations and deeply soothing glances of Thy 
loving eyes on my soul in the midst of my great 
troubles. I thank Thee for the deep joy of the sense 
of holy poverty, asceticism, and purity which Thou 
hast privileged me at times to enjoy. I dare not 
undervalue them. But, my God, what hast Thou 
done to my state, >vhat shall 1 profit with these, 
however excellent they may be, if my inner self 
remains as unclean as before ? Was I not told, my 
God, that in spite of Thy many indulgences, and my 
sensible but momentary devotions, Thy holiness will 
not spare a least speck on my soul in the day of 
reckoning? Thou knowest how re.stlessly I ponder 
over' my state day and night. Have, therefore, a 
pitying glance on me, and see how miserable I am 
on , account of my sins. ,l implore Thy saving grace 
now to break asunder like a potter’s vessel, my 
pride, selfishness, lust, envy and all that is amiss in 
my soul. Make me white as snow and create a new 
spirit in me. May the old monster entirely die .away, 
and may I be born anew in Thy holiness and peace — 
a new creature. 


DIVINE COMPULSION. 

3 1 VERILY perceive, my God, that Thou hast per- 
J sued and attacked me, cl.se why so much 
violence used towards me ? Art Thou deaf to the 
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idle and nieki'd plradinRs nf mjr perverted soul to 
enioy a Utllr morr peace and little more rc*t ? Then 
ncLcpt mi* nt I am, and du with me nhat ncemelh 
l!noti in Thy MQlit. I did not know, my God, tlinl 
JhoM dost *0 full I'dy lead hinnem to Thy path. [ 
thought that Thou keepest ThvseK .iloot from un- 
it illinK 'inner*, .iiid only <4ve>t thoHC that hr their 
own liei'ivill boroe and a-k salt. ition nom Thee. I 
non sei-. Lard, the doctrine of tree-will, as I under- 
stand it, I III IIS out unsound 


Ul'R MOVCMFNI. 

I'PIii'IMB Diirrtini; Power, ipiide ariehl the 
1U cause whirh Ihou hast plaird in our 

hands Help and eiiUchlen those to whom important 
wiirk i- mtrvsted From v.tin imaginatisns, un- 
it orthy dispositions, and obstructive selfi liness set 
u* free laird, let I1iy Spirit rule over our church, 
and all its details, 01 er the purjioscs and plans of our 
leader-, « ter the actions and inclinations at our men 
.ind n linen. Our places id know ledge and inslmc- 
liiiii fill with the liiihi of Thy sober wisdom; our 
ill-uses of WOP hip make Thy holy abode ; our places 
oi liwi lling sanctify with the sweetness of Thy love 
.inJ serin.e. O Lord, Uess and prosper our move- 
rieiil acsordinc to Thy will. 
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Novcniber 26, 1876. 

RIGHTEOUS HOPE. 

M erciful Go^ THou h.isl made all otlicr 
spiritual gifts hard of attainment, but the 
great blessing of hope in Thy kingdom is easily 
avail-able. Holiness, faith, and love arc difficult to 
acquire but Thou feedest the hungry soul with hope 
.alnays. The high aspirations of the Brahmo’s ic> 
ligious life may yet be very remote to realize, the 
great destiny which Thou bast set forth before us 
may fail to obtiiin the sympatliy of the world, but 
fill us with strong hope and lead us on, our He.avcnly 
Captain, to our goal, cheering us with righteous and 
real hope, and we shall be content to live and die 
before Thee in peace. 


COMMU.N'IO.N WITH SAINTS. 

IjjrfEACH us, O Lord, to understand the doctrine 
communion with good men. Teach us to 
appreciate the inestimable good of being with them, 
and learn of Thee in and from them. Make us 
worthy to sit with them, and benefit our souls by 
their example and conversation. 


THE LATE CVCLO.N’E. 

JS UPREME Ruler, God of might and metcy, have 
compassion, we pray Thee, upon the souls of 
the hundreds of thousands who have perished by the 
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late cyclone in ourcountry. Unaware, and unprepared 
.thev were hurled into sudden death, and we hear of. 
them, their sufferin,^, and their terrible passing away, 
like a strange dream that is related ? The mystery 
ol Thy dealings with the nroYld is past our compre- 
hension, we wonder, and we are struck with awe, 
and humble ourselves to the dust before Thee. 
While we, unworthy as we are of life, are spared by 
Thee in health and happiness, and everything is 
cheerful around us, so many of our brethren and 
sisters .are lorn aw.ay untimely from all that they 
priced. Our common Father, how can we forbear 
to ask Tby gracious blessing on them in the other 
world. And while we pray for them we cannot 
forget the survivors and sufferers left behind amongst 
us by the wind and flood. Lord, rouse in our hearts 
the feelings of compassion, .and the sense of duty. 
Give the rulers of the country to understand their 
responsibilities at the present moment of sadness and 
suffering. Incline the landlords and the rich to come 
forward to help the poor and unsheltered. Dut of 
our energy and substance may we m the n tme of 
sacred duty sp<»nd for Thy afflicted children, and do 
what we can to make them happy. 


Decemher to, tSy6\ 
TIIY FACE. 


seeing Thee Thy true devotees have become 
pure. We have seen Thee, but we have not 
yet become pure. That vivid perception of Thy 
■^Holy face which instantly cleanseth the heart and 


q 
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induceth holiness do Thou vouchsafe unto me, Kind 
God. In the sweetness of Thy benign countenance 
I have found hope and comfort. Now in the light 
of Thy holy countenance may I find purity and 
righteousness. 


^ OD, at Thy feet I lie prostrate as a debtor, 
encumbeVed with liabilities altogether beyond 
my power to redeem. Thou hast, showered on 'me 
mercies untold and undeserved, and I feel with all 
my sins and iniquities that I can never make a return 
for such unceasing favours. Enchain me then as the 
hopeless debtor deserves to be enchained for having 
failed to meet his debts, and hold me a captive in 
the fetters of Thy love. 


December 24, tSjb. 

THE EMPRESS OF INDIA. 

OUR Thy choicest blessings Almighty God, 
upon our sovereign. Fill her heart with Thy 
Holy Spirit when she assumes the title of Empre.ss 
of India. Grant that she may feel that the title 
cometh from Thee, and bringeth .with it a heavy 
trust and stupendous responsibilities. May not Pro- 
clamation on New Year’s day prove an empty 
pageant but may Thy daughter and servant Victoria, 
and may all her Councillors, and her representatives 
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here all see in that ceremony Thy right hand placing 
the Empress Crown on her head : May Victoria’s 
reign be in future more and more conformable to 
Thy law of justice and charity. (Jather Thou all 
the tribes and races of India with their rulers in Thy 
blessed fold that they may all be subjected to Thy 
benignant sway for ever. 


TRUE POVERTY. 

poverty I have yet to learn, my God. 
Vi Sackcloth and ashes are not poverty, cooking 
one’s own meal is not poverty, self. mortification is 
I not poverty Nor are they who weep incessantly to 
be accounted poor. Father, in lowliness of spirit is 
true poverty. May^ I not be as an arrogant prince 
in rags ; Teach me to be poor in spirit. Teach me 
contentment, .simplicity, meekness, forbearance, humi- 
lity, and self-abnegation 
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Fehruary tS, iS'jy. 

SPIRITUAL SAXITy. 

tr^ORD, Thy devotee desires to he a matter-of-fact 
to be altogether above the reach of 
dreams and fancies. I confess, my Father, I am ex- 
cessively fond of communion and solitary devotion. 
1 wish to sit with Thee, converse with The<*, look at 
1 hee, and be glad in Thy company. But all this 
must be real, and I ivill have no mystical reveries of 
illusions to deceive me in such sacred matters. I 
hate dreams and 1 will not revel in vision though it 
may seem heavenly. O Thou Great Reality help me 
to see Thee as Thou art, and so hold the light of 
truth steadily before me that I may be always a 
matter-of-fact man in the spiritual world. 


FAMINE. 

FAMINE of appalling magnitude is devastating 
ioi this fair land and making sad havoc. God 
Almighty, vouchsafe unto our Viceroy and his coun- 
sellors and also the Governors of Bombay and Madras 
and their counsellors such wi.sdom and strength 
as may enable them to work unitedly in this hour 
of trial, and successfully grapple vvitli this mighty and 
widespread evil. O Father of' India, grant that there 
mav be no weakness of vacillation, neither heart!e-.s 
indilf'-rencc nor proud obstructiveness in the councils 
of our rulers. In the face of this great disaster oilf 
wisdom is as darkness and our 'might is as nothing, 
O Lord. What earthly Government can feed millions 
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of famishin^r subjecb> when the soil refuses to vield 
}»niin ? Gracious God, help us with light from above, 
that we may see and work as best as behoves us in 
this season of peril. 

SOLirARY COMMUXIOX 

VX^O-DAY 1 have found Thee alone, O God, and 
therefore I rejoice. With brothers and sisters 
I have often come unto Thee, and offered united 
homage to Thee, and enjoyed the blessings of con- 
gregational worship But it is a peiiiliar pleasure 
and privilege to sit with Thee in solitude, and divulge 
those secrets, which the heart would not publish, 
but would reveal only to the Dearest Lord in the 
inner sanctuar)'. Read these private messages of 
my soul, O my God, and answer them in holy and 
sweet whispers. 


WORK AND WORSHIP. 

YTfO me, a sinner, work is as hard, 0 Lord, as 
worship. The difficulty f experience in doing 
Thv work IS scarcely less than what I find in com- 
munion and prayer. For true work in order to be 
acceptable to Thee, my Master, must be done in a 
righteous and godly spirit, lilcrely perform a work 
is easy ; even to work all day with untiring energy 
is easy. But to work unto the glory and in a devout 
spirit, is must difficult. Grant, O God, that I may 
work in Thy service always as an indefatigable, 
humble and trusting servant. 
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February 25, 

SERVING THE NEEDY. 

n’E unto me the grace, O Lord, to serve the 
weak and helpless. The strong and the well- 
to-do can help themselves, and there are others 
ready to help them, but who will undertake to look 
to the poor and the u-eak "i O my Father, hoiv can 
I approach Thee with the supplication to give me 
succour in the midst of my own miserable helpless- 
ness, if 1 am slow and unwilling to be of service to 
those who lack strength and means in thy household ? 
First let me help Thy daughters who are so weak and 
unaided, then those who' are really poor among Thy 
sons, and then those tvho are rich and strong among 
them. Make me, as Thou art, always the friend of 
the weak and the oppressed in Thy house. 


^“TriNGLE holiness and love in equal measure, 0 
Thou beautiful God, and let me drink both to 
my heart’s content. In the corrupt currents of the 
norld, behold Lord, purity and affection do not flow 
together, and Thou seest men who are loving but not 
holy, and many a pure-minded one from whose heart 
love has fled away. I stand at Thy door a humble 
supplicant of both. What shall I do with the affec- 
tion which defiles and degrades my soul, and what 
shall 1 do with the purity which makes me hard as 
a stone? From Thy face love and holiness mingle 
in eternal beauty. Alake me a partaker of Thy two- 
fold blessedness of loving and pure perfection. 
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A SELECT SPOT. 


NE hit of ground, O my God, I want in Thy 
wide world in which the atmosphere will 
breathe nothing but Thy fragrance, fn the midst of 
bad and unhealthy air even the healthy become feeble 
and die, and where the air is pure and genial the 
sick and the sorry recover, and live, fn Thy mercy 
find for me within Thy Kingdom some space, however 


narrow and little, where I may perpetually breathe 
Thy purity and goodness. I would sit in this select 
spot to pr.ay to Thee, to work for Thee, to rejoice in 
Thee, and to spend my life with Thee Without a 
select spot, beyond the heat and noise of the world, 
Where can my soul make its abode ? My Father, do 
assign to roe such a ground of rest and purity in 
this life. 


THE PRIVILEGE OF COMMUNION. 

“^T is hard for me, O ray Saviour, when Thou art 
Jlj unattainable, and it is cejually hard for me when 
Thou art attainable. When it is difficult to behold 
and approach Thee, I am in the danger of death b}' 
my hard-heartedness, sinfulness and the trials of life. 
And when I can approach Thee and behold the 
beauty of Thy face without ranch trouble, how I 
undervalue and dishonour the grace which brings 
Thee always near my heart, sinner as I am. I have 
offended Thee, insulted and grieved Thy spirit away 
by my heedlessness and disrespect, and for this sin 
if Thou dost withdraw Thy presence from me, surely 
. I will die. Do therefore enable me to honour, value 
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.inti -idorc the privilege by which 1 can so easily gain 
access to Thee every day. 


•MV OW.V IN THE SPIKIT. 

'“K' X exile in my own land, and a foreigner af 
home, I am full of weariness, and void of 
triendship Show me my home, O Lord, and cause 
me to know my own dear ones with whom 1 may .-.it 
in lave and confidence, they knowing me and 1 
knowing them, as of Thy old familiar household. 
Father, let me not live and die a stranger when 1 am 
so close to my oivn hearth ; and save me from tlie 
blindness of not recogniaing those who are my •true 
•ind tried friends ever ready to help me and love 
me. Put out these faithless eyes which see enmity 
where they should sec companions and dear ones, 
which see exile where they should sec my own land, 
and give unto me the purer sight that shall fmtl me 
alwat s in the bosom of Tby household and in the 
midst of my home. 


THY BEAUTY. 

"^p'-EXEYV the colour of Thy beauty always before 
mine eyes, 0 my Father, and let it never fade 
in mv heart. Thou .art etcrnalfr. equally handsome 
alw.iys, but the dust of worI(fline.ss, sinfulness, so 
blind's me at times, tb.it I cannot behold Tliec, and 
I aniiot enjoy the beauty of Thy face. With wliat 
consolation can I live in this world, and bear the 
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burden of sorrow, if Tliy presence loses its eharm 
in my soul ? I earnestly and very humbly pray to 
T'— ‘'-erefore always* be new and beautiful to me, 
-• to me in the glory of the colour of Thy 
love and joy when I approach Thy throne in prayer. 


March 4, iSjy 
THY SERVICE. 

vTT 1\'E unto me the perfect calmness of absorption 
in Thee, O my God, and draw me away far, 
far from every manner of distraction that the world 
can ofter. ' Let my spirit be like a metal fixed and 
qui^t in the crucible of Thy communion. Cause Thy 
burning presence first to soften it, then to purge it, 
then to melt it, and turn it into Thy own hue and 
substance, that I may mingle like lire into fire, and 
find perfect rest in Thee. My Father, my M >ster, I 
was born to serve, deprive me not and let not 
neglect Thy service. Behold. O my God, how by 
indifterent and halLhearted service I have faile*d 
to please my brethren, and made myself miserable. 
Vouchsafe unto me the inward consolation of having 
been a faithful servant to Thy sons and daughters, 
and even if they discourage me, and dislike me, 
make me able to stand in Thy presence as an 
obedient and humble dependent whose sole aim in 
life is to make others comfortable. 
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GOD-ABSOBPTION. 

T^r-D and filled with the loving word-; of Tliy 
^0 worihijj I pray unto Thee, O Thou Infinite 
Spirit of Reality, guide me for a time into Tliy inner- 
most communion, yes for a time, even if it he for a 
day. Suffer me to sit beyond every obstruction, 
every fear, every sin, and every temptation which the 
world can offer, sit absorbed within 'fliee. and Thou 
in me, and behold Thee without intermission and 
|j luse, and hear the profoundest secrets, and del-jjht- 
ful things which Thou hast to reveal. When 1 am 
wandering in the market place, and working in the 
office he Thou at my side, mine eyes still concen- 
trated within Thee and my heart ab.sorbsd in Thy 
beauty. 


WITH COD AND HIS DEVOTEES. 


^T^ESCEND into my heart, O Supreme Teacher, 
with Thy favourite disciples, come to visit me, 
in company with the saints and the good iren of all 
places and times who have loved Thee, served Thee, 
li^ ed and died for Thee. Lord their spirits are united 
with Thine, and in seeking union with Thee, how 
can I cease to court union with them ? It is delight- 
ful to sit with those who have won Thy favour, and 
to learn from those whom Thou ha«t taught. Lord 
come to me therefore, come to me in company with 
Thy faithful servants and followers to enlighten me 
and raise me up. I know not yet who they are, bill 
ter.ch m- to honour the good and pure of every age 
ai.'J people and make inc as one of them. 
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BEING GOOD. 


Thou hadst behaved with me, my God, as 1 
iX, behaved with Tliee, I would have ceased to 
live by this time. Thou didst remember me_ when 
I forsook Thee, Thou didst deal bountifully with me 
when I treated Thee with dishonour How can I 
he as good to Thee, as Thou hast been to me ? 
Teach me in gratitude to Thee, to be good, and for- 
giving to inv fellow-men, and return some measure 
of the bounty to them, which Thou hast poured upon 
my heart. 


March It. tS-if. 

loyal TO VOWS. 

?RT is hard, O Lord, to take the vows of religious 
X life before Thee. If we are unable to keep 
them faithfully, by breaking them we make ourselves 
more culpable than if we had never taken them. 
Yet if we take not any vow what will bind down our 
hearts to faithfulness and purity? Behold how 
strong our carnal nature is, and how easily we are 
carried away from Tliee and Thy commandments. 
Fasten our spirits with iron chains that we may 
strictly keep to our appointed religious exercis^es, 
and never swerve to the right, or to the left. Let 
o«r reli^'ious vows be our meat and drink, our cos- 
tiimc, and our rest. Make us loyal and unflinching 
in the discharge of 'Our sacred vows, and give us to 
obey Thy will everlastingly. 
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MY DUAL SELF. 

7P AM the worst Chandula. and unfit for the society 
Jt" of holy men and women. The soul that is 
within us thou didst create with Thy substance, O 
God, but it is degraded and has lost the purity of its 
origin. Every one who comes in contact with me, 
becomes coarse and defiled by my touch, and I ani 
humiliated deeply within myself. Hoiv 1 feel ashamed 
to lift up my head amongst Thy children. Yet, O 
my Father, there is in me an instinct which earnestly 
and strongly longs for Thy holiness, and the light of 
Thy countenance. Thee I cannot defile, low caste 
as I am, Thy nature I. cannot degrade if 1 am allowed 
to associate with Thee. Take me to Thy company 
therefore, and elevate me from the low state into 
which I have fallen. 


LIFE AXD REALITY. 

?0,E unto me exceedingly real, O God, Thy poor: 

devotee prayeth with uplifted hands. Be unto 
me real as the vast expanse of heaven, real as the 
mustard seed that is very minute ; real as the hard 
Great .Rock. Real as the sweet flowing sea of Thy 
liquid tenderness. Be true to me as the mother that 
never faileth the child of her womb, and the Father 
that never deserteth his own offspring. My Father, 
first teach me to be a tnithful man, then a spiri- 
tual man, then a devotee, then a yogi. .Mas 1 in 
this world of unreality, how, I have been deprived 
of the primitive virtue of truth. Behold, O Thou 
Spirit of Truth, how false my words are, and iny 
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fccling«, and my actions, and even to a great extent 
my prayers. Lilce unto a deadly thief falsehood 
has robbed my home, and my heart of its most 
precious treasures. I pr.ay unto Thee like one tliat 
is cast down ; burn in me» and about me everything 
that is falst.. In my life, prayers and religious exer- 
cises consunre into ashes everything that is unreal, 
if but a little of what 1 now possess be true, O pre- 
serve me with that. Fill me uitli truths vast, various, 
and manifold, of many colors, and char.ictcrs. 


OLD AGE. 

^•sGE grows upon me day after day. O my God, 
and the strength and energy of mv life, every 
one says, \\ ill soon ebb away. My Father as with 
age my body becomes feeble, my spirit may find its 
freshness and faith fade away, and my soul becomes 
ns old as my body. - In the feebleness of waning 
life, and amidst the trials of old age, preserve Thou 
the freshness and energy of roy soul. Make me a 
steadfast old devotee when the infirmities of the 
flesh h.ivc surrounded me , and aged and weak in 
body m.tke me always tender and youthful in heart. 
Gaining in years in worldly life, white and mature, 
make me still younger and fresher for heaven, and 
bless me with the life that is everlasting in Thee. 


THY BEAUTY. 

.fT^.AUSE the earnest gaze of mine eye to be fixed 
upon Thee. O Lord, and unfold Thy beauty 
before me petal after petal like a glorious flower. 
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Lit Tliiif beauty be of one kind to me in tii- 
inornni^. of another kind in the afternoon, and differ' 
ert asjnin in the eecnin" Who can behold the 
unfcildtni; of Thy beauty but he who-.e iiMon^ is 
p- riecily I dm and still. I am tossed about amiiUt 
the unsteadj in;; currents of ih-* uorld, turnincf hither 
:ird thither and never facing Thee with the serenity 
111 .1 composed spiritual gaze. Dr.iw me by Thy 
hi'.iuty so that m)* eye be fixed, and my hc.nrt f.isteeed 
111 the uonderful beauty of Thy fare. (?aiis« the 
lloodh of Thy .secret nature to rush out bdore my 
t harmed sight, and Thy hidden truths to enrapture 
rn inmost being. 


Match tS, 

DUTIES AND DnVOTtOSS. 

one of a vast crowd I stand before Thy door, 
, 3 JL O' Lord, Thou canst but hear me in my turn 
as 1 lion hearest others that wait for Thee. There 
are many who hate received Thy grace, and ohe^-ed 
and worked for Thee with all their might. This 1 
hate not done. Between my devotions and daily 
duties I have never yit been able to cstablisb the 
right rel.ition. Thou knonest Father, bow much of 
my work icmains yet unbegun and unrini.«hcd. Be. 
tween one thing and another the short day passes 
aw.iy .and neglectfully and unthinkingly I Hing it 
on the othi r side o? the sea of eternity. Yet iny 
•ippointed work here 1 must do before I can be ad- 
mined to Thy kingdom. Give me the good sense 
ai d 'trenglfi therefore, to begin and finish my w urU 
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early , !»ive me to obey Thee and work (or Thee in 
the short day of life, that when the night comes, and 
dawns in a better land, I m.ay be admitted into Thy 
kingdom, and among the company of the blessed. 


enjoying the bounties ol Thy love, my 
saviour, I thought not that Thou iverl 
weighing my poor soul in the balani-e of secretly 
appointed trials. O Tliou Holy and Upright One, 
Thou hast tried me in the midst of Thy dispensation, 
and h.nst found me sadly wjinting. In the process 
of Tliy searching and impartial csfimination, the 
secret grave faults of my character have come out 
oho by one. 1 should gladly have passed as a good 
man, but Thou hast proved roe to be a very bad one 
before Thyself, and other men, and I now sit down 
humbled. In the home of Thy Asram Thou didst 
ask me to be nnscUish and meek ; I have proved 
selHsh and v,-iin ; I have proved quarrelsome, jealous, 
and very unloving. Now, O Holy God, deliver me 
from my well^roved vileness, and make me sit 
purified with Thy sons and daughters in the home of 
Thy blessed dLspensation. 


THIS WORLD AND THE OTHER. 

S REAMING of the Kingdom of Heaven in the 
upper spheres of spiritual life, I am caught in 
the midst of my little vices in the lower sphere of 
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the world. O Tliou all-seeing God, Thou knowe.^L 
that there are not many obstructions in the way of 
my prayer, but there are numberless diOicuIties for 
me in the world below. And if 1 am obliged for my 
safety to leave the world, it is not because I am 
unworldly, and resigned to Thy will, but because T 
am weak and wicked, and can ill bear the diflicultics 
which I have created around me. My falsehoods 
and uncharitable acts have taken away the confidence 
of my brethren and sisters from me, and how can 1 
complain if I am now the object of their distrust i 
Enable me, O Merciful Father to do my little duties 
111 the world faithfully', to be true, just, pure, aiid 
loving to all, and then raise me to discharge the 
noble functions of the elevated spheres of spirituality. 


A FRUITFUL LIFE. 

*(^RUCTIFV my heart, O Thou Spirit of Truth. 

Make me fruitful with individual purity and 
goodness, and the plenteous harvests of Thy grace. 
Let mo grow in heart, conscience and grace under 
the fostering dew of Thy love. But my Father, 
make me fruitful also in good works to Thy' children. 
Entrust me with the blessed work of giving unto 
others the bread of life which Thou hast mercifully 
bestowed upon me. Like unto a tree that scatters its 
fruit and shade plentifully to all, make me useful in 
the world like unto a stream that .flowelh and 
carrieth fertility in its water, make my life the store- 
house of Thy bounteousness. 
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March 25, jSyj. 

FROM GOOD TO BETTER. 

Everything in Thy world changes, O Thou 
beneficent Creator, from good to better, and 
from bad to good, but I change not. I still '* retain 
my old ' condition oF sin and unworthiness, though 
the face of nature is becoming continually happier 
and. more beautiful, change me also in response to 
the changes around me, and make me always from 
good to .better, behold, on the other hand, every- 
thing remains fixed and inviolable. The sun, ^moon, 
and the stars, the seas and mountains ; only the 
element of good in one varies continually, and I 
cannot retain the' same measure of love and right- 
eousness always. My Father, enable me to keep my 
good feelings unchanged within my heart, and let 
my righteousness and love remain constant. 


WHOLE-HEARTEDNESS. 


|HILE I commune with Thee, O God, let nie 
enjoy the full measure of communion, and 
be absorbed in it entirely. And when I come to 
work and toil in Thy world, let me bear the full mea- 
sure of hard labour and prove serviceable to Thee. 
But while 1 pray let not' my mind be dissipated with 
the various thougjits of work and toil. Let me ,be 
entirely absorbed in Thy communion. 
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A DULL UNDERSTANDING. 

COMPREHEND not Thy language, 0 Lord, and 
^ 1 sit like one devoid of intelligence at Thy feet 

v/hile Thou speakest on Thy truths. My difficulties 
are, therefore, not resolved, and I get no clue to Thy 
secrets. Give me the power to understand Thy 
speech which solves so many problems of Thy dispen- 
sation ; give me The light whereby I may see the- 
secrets of Th}' purpose. 


April 1, 

ONE WITH GOD. 


^^TERN.\L BlessednessJ Endless Perfection ! 
jES How can my soul ever become like unto 
Thee ? What proportion can there be between Thy 
nature and mine ?, It is not in me. Father, to aspire 
after the glory and power of righteousness that can 
belong to Thee alone ; yea it is not even in me to 
aspire after the greatness and holiness of some among 
Thy sons and servants. Vouchsafe to keep the imagp 
of Thy spirit within my soul, let me but feel that rhy 
nature is of same kind as Thine, uncarnal, unworldly, 
and always spiritually inclined in its depth, and 
Father, I will be content. The perfection of my 
nature is always in feeling that I am Thy son, recon- 
ciled to Thee in spirit and in will. 
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PIETY AND'-MORALITY, 

^i^HERE is morality and there is piety both, in 
Thy dispensation, O God. We are fond, of 
the piety which is sweet to us, and so full of prayer 
and peace. But the hard morality who.se path is 
strewn with sharp stones we do not like to tread, be- 
cause there is no enjoyment in it. The former brings 
us before Thee in adoration and meditation, the latter 
takes us to our -fellow-men whom we do not, and 
cannot love, we cannot be grateful to them. Though 
we have profited much from them we feel we owe 
them nothing. Give us the heart to be sincerely 
bound in gratitude to our brethren who have done 
so much for us. 


VIRTUE ANt) MORALITY. 

^!|?E1LED as supreme virtue Thou reignest in the 
world. What place is there, and what race 
of men that do not bear the impress of TJiy virtue ? 
Let me recognize Thee, and worship Thee as the 
.sole Virtue and only Morality. Thou hast no name. 
Thy name is Dhanna, Thou hast no body. Thy only 
body is the pure, the true, the loveable in all things. 
Thus vieled, ev_erywhere, and amidst all Thou art, 
O Thou Spirit of Virtue and Morality, descend and 
dwell in this coarse body of flesh and blood. In my. 
habits, words, in my whole manhood manifest Thy 
virtue. In the morning, noon-day, and even-time, 
cause me to practise the spirit of Thy virtue. 
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UNITED IN THEE. 

arrangements in Thy household, O Lord, 
are sweet and perfect. But in our house be- 
hold how confusion and discord reign supreme ! Thy 
mansion is the home of peaceful, loving and helpful 
brothers and sisters. Our broken, resting-place is 
the scene of quarrel and endless separation. We 
want to be parted asunder in the name of religion, 
we who met together under a common shcltei be- 
cause sin and temptation pressed us from the-oiitside. 
Shall \\e cease to |Jray because the prayer is old that 
we may be united once more as brothers and sisters 1 
If all will not come, let the one or two that do come, 
be united by Thee under Thv dispensation. 




rRAYEJn;. 


NO 


Aprils, tS/y. 

RrCONClLED IN C.OI>. 

rrs RAW near unto mr, O my Fallicr, and Icacli 
^ /' me to feet that Thou art in m\ heart. 'I ime 
was when 1 hou didst speak very close to me, and 
I heard Thee, and did meekly folltnv Thy \oicc. 
But now seeiiiij that «e are disobed.rnt Thou art 
silent, and walkirg accordiii" to our own conceits 
our heaitb arc void and without light, in othi-r time.s 
tho.se men who heard Thee realij neie at least faith- 
ful, if others were not, and they carried out Fhs 
dispensation until death. But we even in our own 
lifetime have for.<.-tkcn Thee, and sent Thee to a 
di.slance. Thou art to us as if Thou wert dead, and 
when the h'alher is dead would not the ihildren 
quarrel '* 1 hits we quarrel, defeat 1 hy jiurposes, 

and make ourselves miserable. Return to us once 
more, spe.ik to us as Thou didst before, and reconcile 
and re-establish us in Thy house 


THY PRESENCE. 

WaET roe return to the first lesson of religion, and 
cry out " Yea God Thou art." O, if I could 
once say “ Thou art” with my whole soul and heart, 
what pe.ncc, what rest, what purity and love must I 
not feel. How often have I forgotten this truth, O 
my God, and lived like an athicst. Cause me to say 
my God " Thou art" in all times and circumstances. 
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ri^\’ERY day. my Father, the world appears to me 
to be more and more formidable. In former 
it came as a robber in the open daylight, but 
now it comes .os a secret thief to roo me of all the 
treasure.s of mv heart. It comes like a friend, and 
treacherouslv 'takes aw.ay my virtue. 1 get no time 
to call Thee, to ask Thy help. 1 know not that t ic- 
enemy is in the house. But when I awake in t.ie 
morning I discover what 1 most prized is gone. 
Deliver me from the secret rav.ages of this tieacher- 
ous world. Ahvays warn me. and ahvays w.-itch me, 
so that I may not be taken unaware.s, and deprived 
of what is most valuable in my character. 


ApriJ IS, 1^77 • 

THY AID. 

WOULD adore Thee, 1 could commune with 
X Thee, bat when doing my work ih the world ! 
would dispense w-ith Thy aid. Mv affairs 1 would 
manage by the help of my own intellect, and would 
not count Thv spirit of much Service. Therefore hast 
Thou retired from my practical life, and left me to 
do not Thy will, but my own. Yet bow shall I pray, 
unto Thee, for what shall I pra}', if 1 have no relation 
with Thee in the world? Teach me to submit to 
Thy decree in the midst of my daily duties, that I 
may be enabled to pray with success and spirit. 
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THE CROWN OF THORNS. 

H.WE forgoftPn all about the croivn of thorns, 
O Lord, and want to be religious through the 
path of pleiisurc. I would not give up my comforts, 
mv wishes or my vanities, and I would not willingly 
submit to any pain. Whoever ntwined to Thy 
'blessedness, without bending his heed iinidst suffering 
and dishonour before Thy feet ‘ 


OBrriiCNCE 

H.'WE said I would obey Thee, because Thou art 
formless and not in.-ide of matter. Tnou speak- 
est not and dost not lay Thy linger upon my gros.s 
•and carnal habits. Mv vow of obedience is mere 
hypocrisy, when [ would not obev those men through 
whom Tiiou do.st speak Though Thou, 0 my God, 
art formless, let Thj' discipline, to which I have 
vowed ob"dience have a distinct and severe form. 
Enable me to recognize Thv dispensations in their 
m.tterial as well as spiritual aspects, and offer actual 
obedience to Thy childicn'through whoni Then dost 
express Thy will. 


sTXILT Thou not give me a new heart with the 
)L%' !»•"■ ye^r, O my Fathei’ The old year has 

gone by, but the darkness of my chararter has not 
gone. My life draws near eternity, but, alas ! I 
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vould not draw near Thee. Teach me with the 
comins; year to retire often into the darkness of 
solitude and self-communion, to pray unto Thee and 
cast myself upon Thy bosom. Make the darkness 
ofnight my friend i4o will call me before Ihy 
footstool, and teach me always to receive and obey 
Thy spirit. 


ITPTlIOU art exceedingly good, O Lord, full M the 

sweetest, tendvrest and holiest qualities. Those 

w^ho resort to Thy house, get an abundance o‘ every- 
thing that is sweet and holy. Teach ns to be Jhy 

dependents and applicants at Thy doors. “■ 

l,ow to .pray to fhee in the genuine poverty and 
trustfulness of spirit. 


exceedingly small and commonulace is 
my allegiance to Thee, O God l The poor 
homage of my devotion, though so refreshing to me, 
Is littfe! ver/ little in Thy sight. The temporary 
excitement of aspirations, the awakening of love 
and trust during the brief moments of daily worjip 
is not what Thou desire,st to see m Tli\ devoted 
servants. When shall 1 learn to yield every ato.ni 
of mv being to Thee, when will my aspirations cover 
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every moment of my earthly existence ? One brief 
moment of Tby company. used to be enough for me 
in times gone by, but now O Father, I long , to build 
my home in Thee, and abide in it for ever. 


WAR. 

see before us, O Mighty God, the prospects 
^ dreadful and devastating war in the 
far West. The heart shudders at the thought of the 
atrocious cruelties which are about to be perpetrated 
and the misery and the wretchedness likely to be 
caused. 0 Merciful God, Thy children shall with 
hideous war cries assail and rend each other, and 
with savage fury spill'the blood of brothers. Grant 
that the hostile nations may yet see the folly and 
wickedness of war, and desist from it. Cause the 
light of better counsel, O Lord, to enter the delibera- 
tions of all European monarchs and rulers, so that 
they may by mutual forbearance and cordial co- 
operation avert the impending catastrophe. 


PREACHERS. 

of our missionary brethren after receiving a 
S’ year's training have gone away to preach Thy 
saving truth, O God. They need Tby light. Vouch- 
safe unto them Thine inspiring and gladdening pre- 
sence wherever they may go, and grant that their 
words, deeds, may influence those around. them. .Make 
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tlirm jirayerfiil ami hiimbl*-, purr in hoarl. diligciil ii> 
work aiidalwayc lend ol Tliy s\vc«;i name. 


Afil!2n. 1^77- 

TIIY wiu,. 


Y^OW vrry hard to br n-hal Thou dost wi.Ii to 
makr «>i ! I'or my own idra< how narli woidd 
I not ‘iuffcr and <acrificr. In_ Thy namr only how 
IiHlr havr I rvrr done, l.ittlr do I know. O my 
Fathrr, how diflrrcnt Thinr purposr*. arc from my 
own I havr not tn(|uirrd, I have not taken the trouhin 
to know what Thou would't wi<"h to ntakc of me. 
1 wort, it is true, but after who<c work am 1 bent ? 
1 have not waited to makr sure whether my work 
draws me nc.nr to thee, or draw.s me away. I m.iUe 
a show of servini; my ' fcllow-mrn, but I would not 
wait to tliink whether I do them good or harm, 
liidightm me, O I-ord, as to Tlty will and pour Thy 
spirit into my <oul ’ 


me CHOSCN' ONES. 

7(^K there be men through whom Thou hast taught 
uX, me the true lessons of devotion and faith : if 
there be men by w-hose example Thou liast moulded 
my character and made me what I am, how can I 
reject their intcrprct.ations of Thy purposes in regar.i 
to Thy church ? Lord, enable me to watch and find 
out to whom Thou hast given Thy covenant. My 
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true f;uides and leaders teach me to find diit and 


ESTABLISHED IN PEACE. 

J^EACE I ask of Thee, peace with all outward 
Jig nature, peace with men, peace with myself. I 
want to be established within Thee in peace. Con- 
flicts between good and evil there must be on all 
sides, and conflicts with circumstances I cannot avoid, 
but my Father amidst all this ceaseless war, let me 
trust in Thee, and find exceeding peace. A heart 
devoid of passion foe every earthly object, a con- 
science clean and carefully guarded, a mind that 
meekly takes whatever Thou givest, grant me this 
that I may find peace. 


THE BATTLE CRY. 

*?flHE battle cry has been heard, 0 God, and hostile 
nations have already confronted each other, 
and begun the fierce work of destruction and blood- 
shed. Who will arrest the evil? Who can ? Almighty 
God, Thou alone canst humble nations to the dust 
and dissuade them from bloody’ deed.s. We humbly 
look up to Thee, and pray that hostilities may cease 
and peace may prevail once more in Europe. 
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THE PARCHED HEART. 

parched heart needs irrigation no less than 
barren waste lands. I pray and meditate, 
study good books, seek good company, but in vain. 
There is not emotion enough to make life fertile, 
although of good seeds there is abundance. There- 
fore, 1 beseech Thee, Merciful Father, to irrigate my 
heart and pour into it streams of tender love and 
sweet affections, and so soften its hard soul that 
every heavenly seed that falls upon it may fructify 
and produce luxuriant harvests. In these days of 
dry religion my heart cries over and anon “ water, 
water." 


May 6, tSjy. 

MY REAL NEEDS. 

‘^J^ET me reflect upon the last, twenty years of my 
life. What has preserved me, what has made 
me good except heart-felt prayers to Thee, O Lord ? 
Let me not forsake prayer, therefore, let me daily' 
come to Thy door with the voice of supplication, and 
in the spirit of the supplicant. My inmost wants let 
me lay before Thy feet. My deepest aspirations let 
me lay before Thy feet. Let me only pray for such 
things as I am truly in need of. ‘ 
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WORK AND WORSHIP. 

r the Utmost real for practical activity is not coiji- 
bined with the deepest devotion in my life, bow 
can I keep the spirit of l*hy religion in me always ? 
When I commune with Thee, let me feel that I am 
destined to nothing, but Thy contemplation and 
company. And when I act in the world by Thy 
command, let me feel that I have been sent to the 
world for nothing but Thy active service and the 
good of my fellow-men. So bless me that the same 
principle of faithfulness to Thee may manifest itself 
at different times in devotion and in practical work . 


PURE IN HEART. 

pCfE who is pure, isjpure in all relations of life. 

My God, art ITjou not equally holy at all 
times? But beWd how holiness and unboliness 
alternate in my heart, and bow towards some I try 
to remain purc'while to others I am very impure. In 
all circumstances, and in all relations of life, make 
my soul like a blazing lire. Lord, the poor suppli- 
cant wants that sanctity which is uniform in all 
places and times, before all men and women. Give 
unto me many-sided sanctity, many-coloured sanctity, 
the holiness which possesses a hundred kinds of 
fragrance. Show me the thousand kinds of sanctity 
which pervade the world, in the varied walks of 
existence. Father, let me grow from holiness to 
holiness, until becoming pure in heart I behold the 
light and glory of Thy sanctity. 
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May 13, 1877. 

THE UNKNOWN FUTURE. 

r seems, O my God, that I have been in this 
world very long. I have seen many events, and 
many men ; much increase, decrease, rise and fall, 
growth, change and decay. And still I sit before - 
Thee, my head resting on my hand, say, say, O Thou 
all-knowing God, what tviil be the end of all this? 
Where are Thy children to be in the dim future ? 
Thou didst bid us live together in the same house 
more affectionately than brothers and sisters. But 
we have not been able to agree. Give unto us the 
good will and the wisdom to see what course we 
are to follow henceforth. If we feel that from the 
necessities of our condition we must part, let us 
at least bear in mind how much we have enjoyed in 
Thy household. Let us not find fault with the 
hundred benefits that have flowed to its in a stream, 
if we sever ourselves from all this happiness now,' 
and proceed alone into the uncertain future to shift 
for ourselves. Give us the guidance- of good sense 
and faith in the course that now awaits' us. 


LEANING ON GOD. 

^ LEAN on Thee, tottering, lead me along. Kind 
ML Guide. I lean on Thee blind-folded, lead me in 
the way that leads to Thy door. In utter ignorance, 
in utter wretchedness, in utter perplexity, I lean on 
Thee with the whole weight of my soul. Cause me 
to forget everything except this, that I lean on Thee. 
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Brhold I am clad in the ragged meanness of my 
nature ; there is a sore here, there is a sore there 
in my body : I bear the load of my past sins, and 
[ircscnl suffering on my head ; nobody shows me the 
way, and I know not the way myself. Father, let 
me lean on Thee, let me lean on Thee wholly and 


coo’s ACTIVITY. 

HE wheel of Tliy activity is moving on. Thou 
do.st work at Thy dispensations ceaselessly 
and endlessly. Becau.se we have stopped, and idled 
by the way. Thou hast not stopped. Why do we 
think Thy work to be dead and gone when it is not 
dead, but ever-living and cver-active ? Lord, Thou 
workest not for one, not for two, but for all mankind. 
Thousands will come and benefit by what Thou 
doest ; generations will be saved by it. If we come 
and join Tliy dispensation in right earnest, we, too, 
will be saved. But whether we come or not, 0 Lord, 
do Thou carry out Thy purposes for the salvation 
and regeneration of the tvorld 


GOD-VISION. 

THOU Being, pure presence, all-filling exis- 
<5^ tence ; whose only attribute that we know is 
Thou art, many are Thine colours, many Thine 
beauties, many Thine manifestations. We cannot 
hope to see Thine whole nature, and all Thine attri- 
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tiiiir".. Voiiclivafc unto u^ to hcc onc-amonij ili'- 
in:\nj- bcautif!, each day. According to tlie *late oC 
cur minds, .according to Thy grace, mflcr ns to s>j ; 
as much or .as little of Thee, day .after day, a<_ T ho'i 
liiinkest is good for us. In thus beholding Thee in 
v.arj ing measures .and degrees we may at last behold 
riiec as the pure .and lilc'sed do, in the wholeness' 
.ind iierfcclion of Thy light. 


Afay jit. tS/-. 

SArE IN OOD. 

i'^f^IIOU h.a<l said Thou slult protect me, O Lord, 
why then shall I fear? Even though the evil 
in me were tenfold greater, still I am Thy child, the 
son of Thy handm.a!dcn. Even though I was liurled 
headlong into shame and sorrow, yet O Lord, Thoii 
wilt liy no means c.a.st away Thy servant. 1 rest in 
faith in Thy love and promise of salvation. 


Thy diflirulties depend upon me, sail!) tlie Lord. 

Where Thou art weak, and Thy oppressor is 
strong, avlien Thou art alone, and Thy enemies are 
ni.aiiy, then look up to me and my nglil hand shall 
defend Thee. 
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IM GOD ALONE. 

mv tribulations why did I not lay my cause 
before Thee, O my God, and rest my head on 
Thy bo.som ? 1 went to seek the sympathy and con- 
solation of men, and they disappointed me. Sinful 
as I am, I went to other sinners and they failed^ to 
erive me strength, nay, they wanted to_ add to my sins. 
Therefore, I pray unto Thee, receive my wounded 
heart into the infinite depth of Thy spirit, and in 
Thee .alone let me find the remedy of my sorrow and 
weakness. 


MYSELF AND GOD. 


"/oORD, is the measure of my degradation greater 
than the measure of Thy power that Thou 
canst not lift me op? And is the depth of my 
sorrow greater Ilian the depth of Thy peace.’ E\cr- 
glorious Thou, ever full of joy and loving kindness, 
who can shut my mouth against Thy praise and mine 
eves from beholding Thee, and if I can but praise 
Thee, and ••tand before Th»c, and drink from the deep 
streams of Thy bc.iuty 1 am content to lie low, 
for my humiliation is the passport to eitcecding peace. 


MYSELF AND THE WORLD. 


and ruthlessly I judged other men, and 
behold, O God of justice, they judge me to- 
day. 1 was not sorry when f formed and expressed 
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h.isty and cruel opinions of others, and why should 
Ihoy be sorry when they mete it out with the s^mc 
measure unto me? 1 am cast down now hy tlis 
harsh judgments of my brethren, and f am Itumi- 
Hatcd, and sorrow-stricken, and complain loudly. 
And the thought tliat at other times 1 treated others 
unjustly does but add to mj' sorrow. My God, visit 
me now in my solitude, and cheer me in the mitlst 
of my dejection. Patiently let me bear the opinion.^ 
of the world, cheerfully if pocsible, if not, with 
patience and meekness. From all harshness, anti 
hastiness protect me, and sweeten my conduct to- 
wards those even who have despitefully used me 


May 27, 1S77. 

AS THE END-AU.. 

Tn^AlN. 0 my God, exceedingly vain arc the ways 
and affections of this world. They fill my 
whole heart with dust and ashes to think of them. I 
only want Thee ; Thee only I ask. Not as I asked 
Thee in the old days as a by-end, as a means to 
gratify ray selfishness, but as the only end, as the 
only refuge I have in this world of cruelty and un- 
truth. Visit me in my loneliness and guide Thou 
my steps clear of the snares of pride and carnality. 
Like unto a solitary way-f.arer, let me walk amidst 
this hetit and noise, leaning on the staff of Thy truth 
and of Thy righteousness, in Thy name. 
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THE BLESSING OF BROTHERHOOD. 


IVE unto me a brother. My heart yearns after 
some one whom I may hold by the hand and 
love and trust in Thy name as one with me in 
Thee. Heavenly Father, without a holy human 
brotherhood religious life is like utter exile in this 
world. Who can share the heart’s joys and sorrows 
as a brother can ? Who can help us on in the path 
of purity and salvation as a brother can ? Let not 
the Brahmo Somaj be deprived of the blessing of true 
brotherhood, 0 Good God, but enable us to, merge 
our many differences in the love and goodwill of 
religious brotherhood. 


IMMERSED IN GOD. 

remembrance of the past haunts me like a 
hundred demons. What wert Thou only yes- 
terday ? The mocking voice of sin calls out. jCan.st 
Thou by well doing atone for what Thou hast done 
amiss ? My God, my God, a sinner once, a sinner 
I shall always be. Bury me in the depth of Thy pre- 
sence. Let all thought of the past and of the future 
leave me while I am with Thee. Let me be conscious 
of Thee, and of nothing el.ce. The blessed oblivion 
of the past no one can attain, but he unto whom 
Thou givest it. The blackness of remembered ini- 
quities no one can blot out but the unfathomable 
light of Thine holy face. Let me be immersed and 
lost to myself in Thy bosom. 
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ESTABLISHED IN GOD. 

“pRS Thy God dead that Thou shouldst despair ? Is 
«.!. Thy Master a stone, or a block that He shall 
refuse to give Thee hope and compassion ? Talk 
not of Thy grief so much and do not justify tliy.'clf, 
there is one who will justify 'Flice more than Thou 
ever canst. Lord, Thou art just ; let the whole world 
be unjust. My Father, Thou art compassionate to 
the poor, I have nothing to say if all othcr.s are cruel. 
Let me look up to Thee, and find rest. 


June to, tSjy. 

THE GRACE OF LOWLINESS. 

HE bright little flower hath fallen in the dust 
yr and upon its pure handsome form the ruthless 
insects prey. The bright green grass Is fresh in its 
lowly bed, and heeds not in its simple joyfulness, 
who trample upon its tender bosom. Only f, only I, 
0 Lord, have not chosen to be lowly. When Thy 
hand brought me low, why did my cheerfulness 
flee ? .And when I lay in the dust, why was my face 
shorn of its brightness ? Do not cause this shame 
to be removed from me, and I pray Thee lift me not 
up until 1 have fully learnt to claim all shame as 
mine, and to find Thy glory in my disgrace. Inward 
rest amidst outward confusion ; inward peace amidst 
outward shame and humiliation j the grace and joy 
of lowliness amidst .a proud world, my soul hath 
long sought, and now seeks at Thy door. 
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TRUSTFUL FAITH. 

g HE was vile and degraded, and nobody would 
touch her. But she had faith, she trusted in 
the power of holiness and love, she bad faith that 
the Holy One could m.afce her holy, that faith saved 
her. She trusted, she laboured, she wept and her 
tear-marks at the good man's feet she wiped with 
her flowing hair. Lord, say when shall I trust Tliec 
as that poor sinner once did ? When shall my un- 
wavering eye wait upcast for Thee alone ; and in 
trust and in repentance, and in Inie prayer 1 shall 
become truly sanctified? Faith _ makes a man what 
he wants to become within the twinkling of an eye ; 
how can faith and tearful prayer fail in anything ? 
Teach me. Lord, but to trust in Fbce with my whole 
heart, and lift up mine eye to Thee in sorrow and 


OUR RISING GENERATION. 

M AYE mercy on all doubters and unbelievers, 
It God of mercy, -and condescend to bring 
them back to the light* of peaceful conviction. My 
heart is troubled to think how many among the 
rising and promising of our race wander in unsettled 
failh” and vacant souls to be the victims of mortal 
sin. No one ever taught them the truths of religion 
and its happiness and manifold consolations they do 
not know. -And now hardened with years and worldly 
experience, they find it difficult to’ believe in Thy 
existence, and glorious attributes. We, in our little 
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faith and feebleness, cannot reach them or convince 
tliem. In utter perplexity and sorrow of spirit we 
look up to Thee therefore. Show Thyself to the 
doubting- and unbelieving* heart, raise its torpid 
aspirations and love, and, let the promising, the 
intelligent, and all among our rising generation, trust 
Thee, find peace in Thee. 


FIGHTING AGAINST GOD. 

Tf^ EHOLD what I have gained in taking arms 
against Thee, O Thou Almighty One. The 
tt hole world has taken arms against me. fn alienating 
myself from Thy friendship, 1 have made every one, 
my enemy, and do not find a single {riend to' share 
my sorrows and sufferings in the wide W'orld. Against 
whom should I complain, I who have offended so 
many ? Thy justice is my enemy because I have 
been unjust ; and Thine power is my enemy because 
I have broken Thy laws ; and Thy holiness is my 
enemy also because I am so unholy. Where - shall I 
hide*my head no-w? Cause me to be reconciled to 
Thee, and cleanse me from my many sins, Father. 
Show me the light of Thy friendship and the infinite 
support of union with Thee. Then everyone will be 
my friend, and the world will be a place of love and 
S) mpathy for me. 


MY WEALTH AND STRENGTH. 

Thee for their wealth, the holy ones 
among mankind have bought over the 
whole world, 0 Glorious Being. When one hath 
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carnud Thee, 'irhat more remains to be earned in 
this life ? Those \rlio, in the midst of poverty suc- 
ceed to' a mass riches have added honour to their 
weallli. And those who in the midst of sin and 
i);norance succeed to acquire the blessedness of Thy 
wisdom and holiness, must 1 not give to them ? The 
imperishable glory of feeling Thee to be my whole 
wealth and strength, Lord, vouchsafe unto me. 


TilK RESPO.N’SC 

?}j^ESKRT not Thy wandering fl >ck, O Good Shop- 
herd, but ha.stcn to tend and help the erring. 

I watch Thy down-sitting and Thy up -rising, I 
count Thy sighs and tears, and in my good time will 
come to Thy rescate. 

But behold, O Lord, I tremble, I fall and am 
sinking, wilt Thou let Thy offspring perish ' 

When there was yet time, I called unto Thee, 
and did offer to ole*,-. Thee cxceedinglv But in 
the foolisbnc.ss ol Thv he art Thou didit delay, and 
mv call Thou didst set to the score ot vain imagin- 
ings To-day, therefore. Thou dost fee! so lonesome 
and helpless. Yet, persevere, be faithful to the end, 
and fear not • he that crieth unto his God shall livi*. 

Yea. Lord, in crying unto Thee is my strength ; all 
other strength is taken away from me. In crying 
unto Thee is my consolation and hope. Lord, my 
home is tottering, and my household is dying and 
tliinning away, and to Thy voice they listen not, and 
neithr-r will they trust in Thee. I am, ihcretoie, 
cast down and sad. 
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Di-spair not, and npillicr 1>e Thou ca*;l down. 1 
n<n tin: living God, and iny right hand sliall yet wor': 
miracles. — 

Lord. I Bi.ess Tunc ! 


yitne /y, /<?7y. 

THY REALITY. 

real Thou art, O my God, Imw deeply, 
Ajil, calmly, •.tiprcmely real, Thj' reality fills my 
heart, my mind, my whole being. I forget everything, 
am lost to everything, and feel everything ■ unimpor. 
tant in finding Thee to be true. So real in Thyself 
lie real to me in all that surround me in the world. 
Feeble in faith I cannot see the world real only in 
Thee, and separated from Tliy reality, Lord, the 
world is nothing but a prolonged scene of vanity 
and untruth. .Set me free from the snares of self* 
dcLbplion and passion, and ciusc the reality of Thy 
.sjiirit to .shine upon mc^ through cvcq’ event and 
object which meets me In life. Lord, inspire me to 
view the world, and everything in it, through the 
medium of Thy rc,ality only. 


IHV PURPOSE. 

^(^EVO ID of Thee, Thy whole dispensation is to 
X'/ me devoid of meaning, and my own .life 
becomes barren of all purpose. Whence did I ceine, 



w'nillier am I tonding, wliy am^ 1 here ? wander 
baHcwirds and forward*: in the wide world. O God, 
and lind not my calling or my place. SIii^ out by 
mv absence of faiib from the right view of Thy all- 
directing purpose, all things are out of joint and 
meaningless. Lord, causelhy will to be revealed 
to me once more, and make Tliy dealings full of 
significance, and teaching to me. 


LOYAL TO THEE. 

CvEElvIKC the sympathy and approbation of man 
it) • I’®®® ^ doubly. Not only have 

thev refused me the encouragement I wanted, but 
tiiey contemn me for having asked it at all. Lord, 
Thou art the strength of the lonely, grant that I 
mav serve Thee with meekness and loyalty, and m 
the' midst of these trials keep the dcvoledness and 
swee.tnes.s of my heart untouched. 


Tlin OISCIPtINF. OF silence. 

% PR \Y unto Thee again. O God, keep my tongue 
a' fr'>m sp •.'•king evil of others, from slandering, 
from b uk-biting, from injuring the bodily and mental 
state o( others. Merciful God. protect me carefully. 
Lon" have I been bred in the school of evil conver- 
sation, and my thoughts and speech have both become 
very lootc and uiigovornabl**. * I wish not to talk tlie 
evil into which habit leads me, and uncharitable 
thouglUs crowd upon me in moments of depression 
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and carelessness. The golden lesson of silence do 
Thou teach me. Train me in upright and truthful 
speech, and let my thoughts search out my own 
many vices, and bitterly reproach myself rather than 
any one else. 


THE LATENT DIVINITY. 


did I not pay more heed to the directions 
of my own nature? God of Nature, in 
every heart which Thine hand hath moulded. Thou 
hast stored up a mine of truth and beauty. But we 
have not known it. Wandering outside of ourselves, 
we have sought for the light, and the wealth that 
might come to us at home if w'e had but the faith to' 
look up to Thee, and read Thy band-writing on our 
own hearts. Furnish us with the singleness of eye 
which may discover Thy sanctuary in our bosoms,- 
teach us to bring out and develop Thy purposes- 
concealed in everyman’s nature, and serve Thee, 
God of our spirits, within us, and according to Thy 
wise directions. 


A LIVING RELIGION. 


the inw'ard take shape in the outward, O 
Thou God of power. Make my religion a 
dear and definite thing embodied in men, events, and 
institutions.-^ May iny soul spiritualize all the rela- 
tions and objects of life, and may all 'relations and 
objects bind up my -faith, and make it firm, living,- 
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full of liglit, and consolation. An abstract and senti- 
mental religion, O my God, I do not require, a livjng 
pr.ictical test of faith and life do Thou, vouchsalc 


IC IMPLY bv wishing to be wealthy, who h.as 
^ acquired wealth? If, O my God, there is in 
my mind the vague wish to be holy, that will not 
give me the holiness 1 want. Give unto me the 
strength to labour to become holy Father, 1 ivant to 
behold the awful and sanctifying purity of Thy 
presence, and I pray that I may find the resolution 
and the firmness so to spend my time and energy 
• that sin will have no part in me. 


CEASELESS PRAYERS. 

*!^;)ORD. teach US to pray. Teach us to pray, 0 
Lord, when all’ other means fail, and when 
doubt and darkness fill Thy house. Wlien there are 
disagreements and estrangements, when there is 
deep sin. and heavy downf.all. O Lord, teach us to 
nrav. Let not distrust and suspicion ever touch the 
living impulse of prayer. We crave th.at prayer be 
the mily remedy of our deep disease ; that the dead 
may rise ag.ain in prayer ; that the desponding and 
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weak may find in prayer the resource, and the (ooJ, 
and the salvation of their souls. 


. AN UNITED HOUSEHOLD. 

'('R ASKED myself why should men and women 
,A, unite? Lord, what should they gain by recon- 
ciling themselves to establish union in Thy house ? 
They can seek and pray to Thee each for himself ; 
they can be good and holy without their neighbours. 
Yet, O God, if they could contemplate the picture 
of a united household and dispensation, it would not 
only make them glad b'ut exalt them. Without the 
high purpose of establishing and fulfillingThy dispen- 
sation, why should anyone labour and suffer to be of 
one heart with his brethren and sisters. Without 
such a high purpose what can lift up our sunken 
hearts ? Cause Thy purpose to shine upon us once 
more ; cause it to stimulate us to renewed efforts, to 
resolve and remove our differences, and make us an 
united household at Thy feet. 


•July t, tSjj. 

THE TRUSTFUL ATTITUDE. 

MIDST the storm.s and struggles of life, Lord, 
fh® grace of trustfulness, teach 
me 1 1 put a child'-> faith in Thy guidance, and in the 
leading of my elder brothers. Inspire me with deep 
and genuine confidence in those who love me and 
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take true interest in ra}' welfare. Strengthen me 
with .secret trustfulness, and give me the peace of 
confiding in others. I do not want any oncio relieve 
my suflerings, nor to take the share of my sorrow.s 
and humiliation : but, my God, I would always main- 
tain the attitude of trustfulness for the sake of the 
blessedness which lies in that mood of mind. 


ABIDE IN MK 

is so beautiful as Thou art, Thou art the 
comfort, the strength, and abiding joy of 
my soul. Eternal sunlight of sweetness, perfectly 
holy, perfectly loiing, perfectly awful, perfectly 
peaceful, Thou alone art real, all else false. Abide in 
me in the midst of this desolation and gloom, secretly 
make Iby abode in my heart. Make Thy face to 
smile upon me when everything else frowns. Bless 
me that I may live, and work, and rest in Thy light 
alone as tong as I live. 


SPEAK, tORU 

^f^IIE voice of the raging storm of trial is loud, 
but Tby voice, O Thou Pilot of my life, is 
heard no more. The temptations of the world speak 
to me with force as before, but Thou speakest no 
longer. Why art Thou silent, my Master, my Guide, 
m3' Father, why wouldst Thou not speak to me as in 
former .times ? I know 1 have been heedless and 
disobedient, 1 deserve not to stand in Thy presence. 
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or to hear Thy voice. Yet how can my soul exist, 
if Thou wouldst no longer communicate to me Thy 
truths, and the sweet messages of Thy religion ? 
Let me follow Thee, Lord, wherever Thou art, sit at 
Thy feet, and listen to Thy voice in all things. 


July 8, iS-jy. 

STRONG IN THEE. 

f HOU, O God, art supreme and blessed, contact 
with Thee restores freshness, health, and true, 
nature to the soul. Preserve my spirit from premature 
decline, and let the fulness of feeling and faith last 
to the end. Give me but to perceive that Thou art 
the sustenance and strength of my being, my en-i 
lightener, and my guide, and I shall faint no longer, 
nor fear the approach of death. In feebleness and 
old age be Thou my support. Teach me when to be 
yielding and when to be stern, when to be indignant, 
and when to be forgiving. Make me firm and strong 
in Thee for ever. 


THE FAITHFUL ONES. 


^ HAVE beheld the endless youthfulness and 
^ beauty of the character of Thy prophets. On 
the river-bank of love in my soul I have seen them 
standing, my eyes have been' filled with the blessed 
handsomeness of their faces, and I can not forget it. 
If I shut mine eyes, O my God, Thy sons are there, if 
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I open mine e^'cs I see them glorified in the world. 
Say, my Father, when shall 1 be like ono/)f them ? 
The love of Thy faithful ones gains upon me, con- 
tinuallv gains upon me. 1 seek not their glopr, or 
their greatness, O Lord, nor a tithe of the obedience 
and honour wherewith they are justly regarded in the 
world. I only pray to be faithful, true, and loving, 
and self-sacrificing as they were. i\tay the sublime 
beauty of their lives never fade before my vision, 
and may I incessantly seek their company in my 


CEASELESS ACTIVITY. 

^^ITSESCEND in Thy might, O Lord, come down 
with the fire-breathing animation and enthu- 
siasm of spiritual life. Fill the soul, and. fill the body 
with the consuming breath of Thy inspiration which 
bums away all sin, all dullness, all indolcnpe. Banish 
for ever the tendency 'to sleep from this company, 
and make everyone watchful, restless, always intent 
upon the works of flaming enthusiasm. As in other 
times, which Thou dost remember well. Thou didst 
rain down lire and endless living activity from 
heaven to excite whole bodies of men to deeds of 
spiritual daring, and heroism, thus destroying dark- 
ness and wicUednerss, so now excite us, and keep us 
engaged incessantly in those things which will cause 
the regeneration of the land, and the benefit of the 
world. \’ouchsafc unto us ready inspiration, and 
the living fire of the spirit. 
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, TklY MINISTRY. 

2(c HAVE sought them, O my Father, but they seek 
me not; I have spoken to them, but they would 
not speak to me ; 1 have entreated but they would 
not listen to me. The sweetness and wonderful 
virtue of Thy goodness I have tried to describe, but 
they turn away and are silent.- They arc good and 
tender-hearted, but not to Thy poor servant. What 
shall I now do ? Say, how can I desert Thy flock 
unprotected in the wilderness, )'et how can I tend 
them when they take not my service ? Descend, O 
Thou shepherd of shepherds, to inspire and teach me. 
Teach me how I may minister to Thy family, more 
sincerely, more tenderly, and with greater devoted- 
ness than ever. Dispense Thy light to everyone 
of us, and by Thy chastening and softening grace 
cause both Thy sons and daughters to honour Thy 
words and follow Thy directions. 


MY BLINDNESS. 


W HAT am I but dust and evil, and shall I 
venture to contradict Thee, O Thou infinite- 
ly exalted above all things ! When Thou hast said 
that Thou art beautiful, I found Thee unhandsome, 
when Thou hast said Thou art sweet I found Thee 
ending in bitterness, when Thou hast said Tliou 'art 


ever-full and ever new my heart found nothing but 
emptiness in Thee. Lord, by this ceaseless contra- 
diction in the spirit I have fallen away from Thee, 
and have made myself deeply sinful. Rather make 
me' exalt Thy mercy and holiness above everything. 
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nnd muse my monlli to declare Thy sweetness, truth, 
and beauty more than any other mortal tongue. 
\VI»al Thou canst not say of Thyself, may I' say of 
Thee. For in glorifying Thee, and praising Thee 
e.'tcecdingly, men find great blessedness 


'jbty IS. 1S77. 

THV WORDS 

^PEAK, Lord, speak in Thy sweet and holy 
K3) accents, such as no man can utter — let the 
whole world be quiet, do Thou alone speak. Thy 
words are to me the highest, holiest revelation, all 
that is good, and tender, and pure Let nothing bar 
my approach to Thee, and no respect for man check 
the free flow of my leelings and prayers in Thy 
presenc". Why should I speak as men command 
me; and not as Thou dost wish, as the simple, and 
the poor, and the sorrow’ful may give utterance to 
their mind when Thou art near ? 


rAITlIPUl. TO THE LtST. 

0*5? Thou not live in my house as my Father, 
and my guardian ? Why. then, should I fear ? 
Because 1 am poor. Thou didst never refuse me 
food ; because I am homeless, Thou didst never 
refu.se me shelter; because I am friendless, Thou 
didst never refuse me Thy love. Thou hast housed 
me, and fed me, and befriended me, as a Father 



PRAyEltS. 


niiplit do to Ills son. Lord, I cannot lx- nn^rati ful 
to Thee. I cannot be tinfaitiiful to Thee. Ln ir.e 
.s( rvc Thcc, (liereforc, to my life's end. Let mi lifiii--! 
in Thee, trust in Thee, look up to Tlicp, and b'jnd 
iny head to Thy decrees. 


I.S‘ PRAVI li 

ab.iorbed in the work of the world, 
heaven seems to me very far-oft But 
when, O God, I find Thy children as>.emh!rd in htcil- 
felt devotion, heavenly scenes are close at hand. 
There I see the spirits of the good and great sitting 
close to Thy devotees, there is no sin, no sorrow at I 
that place. In prayer only wc approach very near 
to Thee. Bless us, therefore, that wc may pray to 
Thee alvv.ays, and that Thy name may ever bring 
sweet and holiness close to our doors. With brethren, 
with sisters, let us always assemble in prayer, for 
then only can we bring heaven on earth. 


TIIV ALL-SOFriCIEN'CY. 

Thou suilicjent for the needs of my heart, O 
God of holiness and truth. What space can 
there he left for sorrow, or for desire, tvhen Thy 
blessedness fills a man’s inward bcinj'? If Thy love 
sufliceth for the whole universe, will it not be enough 
for me? My Father, the faith that art compen- 
sates for all the falschool of carnal life, and its 
relations. Thou lovest me. Does not that fill up 
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the loss of all friends and relatives ? Lord, Thou art 
glorious and powerful in Thy righteousness, and 
though I be but a hollow sinner I cry and say that 
Thy grace is sufitcient for me. 


KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM. 

P^ES, O my God, in the good garden of humanity 
Thou didst give man to taste all other kinds 
of fruits, but only forbade the fruit «if knowledge. 
Knowledge is fair, knowledge is divine, but there 
is a forbidden ground, in which true wisdom is blind* 
ness. In the awful crisis of life, Thou dost bind a 
man’s eyes with Thine own hands, lest in beholding 
his danger, he cease to live. In faith let me shut my 
eyes sometimes, and neither imestion not wish to 
satisfy mv curiosity as to what Thou dost command 
me to do I pray to Thee let me first live over the 
difficulty, first save me, and then if it please Thee, 
let me understand the ways through which Thou 
hast led me to salvation.- 


July 22, t$77 
THE FALSE'DEITY. 


OT to that creature, Lord, but to Thee I offer 
JtV A my devotion. Not to that creature conjured 
up by my own imagination, who encourages me in 
every indolence, in every pleasure, nay, even anti* 
cipates the carnal wishes of my heart, and gives free 





consent thereto, to him no longer would I send up 
my prayers. Behold by fancying this shadow to be 
mv God I am fallen exceedingly low, both morally 
and religiously. Let the false imaginary deity di-=- 
appear : do Thou alone command me and lead mr 
to salvation. Thou wouldst never mini-ster unto my 
desires, but lead me through hard and thorny ways 
perhaps, but lead me unfailing to truth and holiness. 
God of truth, do Thou alone reign in my heart. 


the holy household. 

hearts aspire once more to that holy house- 
s' hold, 0 God, in which men and women live 
^blessed life under the umbrella of Thy sheltering 
feet Why should we not enjoy true heavenly content 
in our relations as parents and children, as brothers 
and sisters in this world? Teach us to forsake 
sclfi'hness and sin, all that severs us from Thee 
and from each other and enable us to live in sweet 
and godly content, in purity, joy, and mutual service. 


WORTHY OF THE FAITH. 


the drama of our religious life ends in a 
tragedy, O Father, what will be the future of 
tills land r If in separation, and death, and quarrel, 
and blood^hed the last chapters of our lives close, 
what will be the destiny and end of the nation that 
waits outside? They say these -men pray and call 
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upon God for the inspiration of love and holiness, 
let us wait, and see how it turns out. And if we 
turn out unrighteous and unloving, will not des[>air 
and darkness sit upon the face of the land ? Bring 
oui efforts therefore to a harmonious and worthy 
close. By force and by compulsion make us holy, 
true, and worthy of the faith Thou hast given us. 


MUTUALLY HELPFUL 


*t©;EVEAL unto me the purposes of Thy dispen- 
sation, O Lord, that I may find accession to my 
faith. Remove the curtain of darkness and doubt? 
from before mine eye that the heavenly realities may 
be unfolded Say how Tliy sons will stand related, 
and what will Thy daughters do. Give us the good 
sense and strength not to mWead each other, but 
to he mutually helpful, and open out and develop 
eacii Ollier's destiny. 


RIGHTEOUS RELATIONSHIP. 

pj^AVE mercy, O our Father, upon those members 
of our church who are so often liable to for- 
sal:e spirituality and prayer, and indulge in wild 
dreams of social and secula- improvement. Turn the 
scoff- r and the slanderer to the right path of self- 
examination and humility, and the iirHlrusiful spirit 
to brotherly love and trust. Teach the elder brother 
to love and forgive the younger, and the younger to 
honour and obey the elder. Teach our men to help, 
respect, bear with, and tenderly care for the women, 
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and our women to depend upon, to be patient ivith. 
and learn from the men. Lord, bind Thy hoiiiieliuld 
in the relations of sound and sober righteousness. 


y«b‘ =9' 1S77. 

THE safe haven. 

§ AY Lord, shall the bark of life reach the safe 
harbour of Thy salvation? Speak of the future 
and make it sure, O Thou who knowest all things. 
Who among us is steering aright, his boat sound, and 
his destination sure, v/e do not know. Perhaps all 
of us are not to reach the port, some will be wrecked 
on the rock of vanity, and some on the shoal of siii, 
and some will sink because of the weakness, and 
worthlessness of their vessels. But we do not know 
who will reach, and who will not. We pray to Thee 
after these long years 'of dangerous and painful 
voyage, Lord, lead us to the safe haven at fast, and 
cause the future to redeem the promises of the past. 


RELIGION AND WORLDLINESS. 

men must prove unworthy of their causes 0 
God, keep Thy religion pure at all times. If 
men must be impure and worldly, preserve the 
heavenliness and purity of Thy faith. If Thou hadst 
sent us preaching and singing for years through the 
country, could we have remained at home to look after 
the affairs and comforts of our families ? . Now be- 
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cnusc Thou hast kept us, and our families together, 
fed us, and clothed us, shall we take advantage of 
Thy mercy and turn worldly-minded and ease-loving 
Father, keep us from the sn.arcs of the world,, pure 
and resigned to Thy will always 


FD\Rt.F.SSN-CSS 


HOLY God, if my conscience had nothing to 
rcmemlier against Thee I should be afraid of 
no man. But when my heart is defikd, even the stir 
ol a leaf on the tree is a cause of fright and depres- 
sion, in making me sinless, make me (earless. In 
making mv conscience clean, make it courageous 
and firm. 'Cover me with the mantle of Thy purity, 
and the atinour of Thy righieousness, and in Thy 
strength make my weakness a cause of strength to 
me. 


THE MA\U.VESS OF DEPCNDENCE 

jO EHOLD, O Lord, I have long arrived at man’s 
state, but I have no manliness. The manliness 
to endure and act, and be true to Thee amidst the 
obstructions and enmities oi the world 1 do not pos- 
sess. The sense of power that comes from feeling 
that Thou art on my side, and Thy right hand 
protects me leases me ever so often. The quiet 
and calm manlinc.ss of thorough dependenee upon 
Thro, and looking up to Thee only lor vindication, 
and the defence of my cause I want. Vouchsafe unto 
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me the faith, the obedience, and .the onen'ese of. 
epirit with Thee without which there can be no' 
manlineu of an/ kind. 


Augurs, 

A CONSUMING FIRR. 

like nnto a conraming fire in m/ eonl, O Thon 
God of tnith. Burn in the fulnees of Th/ 
li^ht and reality. Let me live in Thee as in a 
blaaing' fire. May Ihy fire cleanse me from untruth, 
from sin, from eelfishnesi, from death — mo'nl and 
spiritual. When Thou art present before mine eye 
like a iiving fire, what darkness can there be and 
what fear. I will follow Thee to the end of the earth. 
When Thou art, and cold before me, am I not blind 
and deaf? Therefore, 0 my God, be a cookoming. 
fire to me, and shine before me always in the fulness 
of Thy life and glory. 


EARNEST CO.STKMPLATIO.N. 

7(:F what a man think* that he is, why should I not 
yt* think of Thee without ceasing. Alas! daring 
the livelong d ly how rarely do 1 think of Thee I O 
Lord, let the sum of my being lie in my thoughts of ' 
Thee. In all things may my contemplation of Thy 
pnrposes and goodness guide me. In all my engage- 
ments let roe think of Thy will, and pleasure. 
Father, let me be earnest in thinking of Thee always, 
and let my whole life be spent in Tliy contemplation. 
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MY SPECIAL WORK. 

'3|>X'\USE me to find out my calling, O God, and let 
v\£? me not neglect it, however humble it may be. 
Master, make me able to be faithful in the discharge 
of such duties as Thou hast entrusted to me I Let me 
do them welt, and take pains to that effect. However 
humble a servant I may be, make me a true and 
faithful servant. Let me spare neither zeal nor 
energj- in doing what 1 can for Thee by serving Thy 
children, and being useful in Thy house. 


BREATH OP HEAVEN. 


^^ULTIPLY holj* impulses within my soul by 
breathing Thy spirit into me, and let me 
follow these impulses as they arise. O Lord, speak 
Thy special purposes to me that 1 may listen to them, 
and carr)’ them out with all my heart. 


ArPLlCTION IN SOUTHERN INDIA. 

“j^ORO. 1 lift up my eyes to Thee in humble prayer 
tor the thousands of our countrymen and 
countrywomen in Southern- India who are suffering 
and perishing for want of food. While we are here 
in the midst of plenty and comfort, behold, O God, 
Thy children there are in the midst of the most 
dreadful miserj*, starving with their dear ones, and 
finding little help. Soften the hearts of those who 
can. render them aid, and dispose us all to do what 
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we can to relieve their agony. Softly and rightly' 
dispose the hearts of those who . govern and wield 
power in this land that they may feel and discharge 
their graver responsibility before Thee at this crisis. 
Cause Thy pity to descend upon the poor famine 
stricken, so^that their sufferings may end before long. 


TO THE LAND OF REALITY. 


M y Father, now give me leave to go away. Far, 
far on the other side of the sea of worldliness 
into the land of the prayerful and poor in .spirit, 
where passion and carnality are no more,_ and the 
contemplative and devout sit around Thee and 
behold Thy beauteous face forever, 1 would go. I 
would go like a beggar, like one who has renounced 
everything in Thy name. And there, O Father, I 
trust I will meet with my friends and dear ones once 
more, no longer in worldly relation but in the relation 
of holy and spiritual affection, and there I will speak' 
to them of Thee, and they will speak to me, as Thy 
chosen and blessed speak. Lord, bow long, yet how 
long shall 1 tarry in this land of shadows ? Lead me 
by the right hand to the land of reality which is 
beyond the sea of tli.et world and the flesh. 


August 12, iSjY- 
DEATH AND IMMORTALITY. 


?PSELIVER us from the bondage of death, 0 Lord ; 

and let no decay enter into Thy household. 
What power hath sin over Thy children, and why 
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should despair ever threaten them ? Ever inspired 
with hope and holiness, ever alive and strong in 
Thy life and power let them conquer death, and 
repose in Thy immortality. Come in our midst as 
the conquerer of death and abide with us, 0 Im- 
mortal Spirit, in time and eternity. 


SUSTAINED SPIRITUAI.ITV. 

^ RIEVED for my sins in the morning, I am 
reckless and self-indulgent again in the even- 
ing. Aspiring to be religious to-day I am thoroughly 
worldly-minded and unbelieving, on the morrow. My 
soul has no sustained life in Thee, 0 my God, and 
my determination to purify myself is most unsteady. 
Send down upon my soul gravity and constancy, 
and make me always equally anxious tor self-refor- 
mation. 


August tq, iSif, 

PRIDE OF INTELLECT. 

’pi? PR.\Y unto Thee, 0 God. suffer me not to be led 
awav by the pride of intellect. In the kingdom 
of Thy salvation, those who are guided by their own 
sense often stumble and fall. Many have so fallen, 
and I may follow them one of these days. But, 
Father, those rvho look up to Thee in dependence 
and love, though blind, yet walk safely and quickly 
in the road which leads to peace and light. 1 humbly 
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pray that I may be one of them, and forsaking my own 
intellect and sense and experience I may be led like 
a child by Thy will alone in the tangled mazes of 
life. In search of Thee and Thy paths, my intellect 
has often misled me, and Thy spirit is the one sure 
guide and light. 


TRUE HUMILITY. 

S INDLE within me the flame of enthusiasm of 
Thy love. The darkness of age gathers 
around me, and the discouragement of circumstances 
overtakes me ; O Lord, warm me with Thy life-giving 
love. The world is spread with dead men’s bones 
far and near, and its example strikes a chill in the 
soul. Friends are falling and dear ones have depart- 
ed, and there are many ready to bid farewell to Thee 
and Thy truth. How can I do battle with this army of 
death, if the fire and fervour ofThy spirit did not uphold 
me ? Forsake me not, therefore, in the coldness and 
desolation of life, but be with me to warm and en- 
courage and kindle a flame of holy enthusiasm. - 
Teach me O Lord, to bend and bow my head before 
Thee. It is not the humility of bodily posture that 
I pray for, but the ever dependent attitude of soul. 
Lord, there have been those who have laid the whole 
burden of their desire and affections before Thy holy 
feet. And there have been others who have placed 
their bleeding lives before Thee in humble self- 
surrender, and died meekly to serve Thy holy will, 
and have there not been others who struck with the 
holiness and splendor of Thy beauty, have fallen in 
Thy presence, seeking refuge at Thy footstool. 
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Tliese, O Lord, have bowed and bent before Thee in 
a proper manner. When »vill Thou make me one of 
them, when wilt my proud uplifted head droop in 
holy submission before Thy holy throne, and remain 
in that posture in life and death ever more ? 


August 26, iS'jy. 

NATURE AND HUMANITY. 

nature draws nature, and there is 
no wonder, nor is there any virtue in this. 
It is Thou who didst make my nature, and the nature 
that draws roe outside. I want to speak to the 
flower, to the green leaf, to the grass that grows 
underneath, and the bird that sings, because they 
speak to me of Thee. In the love of the beautiful 
nature that is on all sides Tliy child finds much rest 
of sjjirit and joy. Father, there is no quarrel there, 
no jealous^-, anger, or evil feeling. But who can 
spend his life among trees and flowers always, I must 
come back to the world however little 1 may wish 
to do so. And behold, 0 my God, there is misery 
and uncleanness, and want of peace for me. Lord, 
I pray to Thee, make roe able to keep up my nature 
in the midst of the scenes of life •, in the midst of all 
thalf harasses, troubles, and distracts. One grain, at 
least, of the holy nature which is developed while I 
am in the midst of rival scenes, let me preserve while 
I perform the arduous work of life. And when I have 
laid down the burden of that work let me hasten 
again amidst the purities and joj's of rural scenery 
there to find roy repose and joy. 
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TRANSFORMED BY THEE. 

f HOSE who are with Thee constantly, 0 good 
Lord, become like unto Thee, such is the 
virtue of Thy communion. By frequently mingling 
with Thee in spirit, man attains to the beauty of 
Thy resemblance, and at last receives and retains ^ of 
Thy nature very largely. And yet, 0 holy Spirit I 
have not been transformed by Thee, my body weighs 
down my soul. I long to be in Thy company always, 
that by slow degrees I too may become like Thee. 
Repeatedly and unremittingly keep me with Thee, 
therefore, that at last my spirit may live in Thee 
wholly. 


September i6, /iJyy. 

ENCOURAGEMENT. 

^^ORD, I have served my brothers and sisters 
laboriously aud zealously these five and twenty 
years. But I have had no reward. They do not 
encourage me, they do not smile upon me. They do 
not say— well done, brother. They even annoy me 
and grieve me with words which indicate distrust. 
They do not love me as a brother, they do not res- 
pect my talents, they do not gratefully acknowledge 
my services. Instead of honouring me they treat 
me with disrespect; instead of encouraging me with 
kind words they damp- my spirits and I feel no 
heart to work for them any longer. I feel,'0 my 
God, that they are bound to protect and honour and 
serve me, meet my -wants, redress my grievances. 
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nJd to my comforts and increase my usefulness, for I 
have resigned myself into Thy hands and their hands, 
and I have none else to look to. If my best friends 
give me up, where am I to go ? If they persecute 
me, where shall 1 gel comfort ? If they do not serve 
m f wilt Thou not judge them ? 

Thou shall not expect sendees in return for 
thy .services, s.iith the Lord. If thou art faitliful 
thy reward is in he.aven. Seek no earthly reward 
not even the smiles of friends. Even they of his 
own household slmll persecute my servant ; therefore 
be prepared for the tvorst. Go on serving thy 
bretmen, no m.atter how they treat thee. Do not 
labour like the hireling, expecting eompensation for 
thy services. But work disintcrcsti-dly, expecting 
nothing, claiming nothing, demanding nothing. 


StNCCRITV 

?.n^ORRHIPPER— I again approach Thee hum- 
bly, O my God. Ilcar my prayer. 

Ils'.ivenly Voice— Thou shall not approach me 
till thou hast redeemed the promise thou madcst 
before me yesterday. Thou didst solemnly vow the 
renunciation of certain vicious habits, and thou 
roroe.st coolly before me without making any effort 
to rvd'cm thy vow. Can man deceive me ? I shall 
li.ave sincere” and honest prayers. The hypocrite's 
words 1 hear not. Go and repent, and then come 
with a heart fall of sincerity and thou shah be heard. 

Worshipper— I am here again, O God, hear me. 

Heaven^ Voice— Come, beloved disciple, sit close 
to My throne. 1 wish to hear thee pray. Thy tender 
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voice I like to hear, for I know thou wilt speak like 
a child, and tell me man}’ things about the joys of 
thine inner life. I wish to remain d.iy and night with 
my beloved children. Therefore come to me often, 
and I shall give thee heavenly treasure. 


Septemher 23, 

SECRETS OF SALVATION. 

“UhiORD, how the more devout among Thy children 
arc going into the inner chambers to hear the 
secrets of salvation, while I, Thine unworthy servant, 
stand at the outer gate. Father, when shall 1 join 
their ranks ? When shall I sit with them at Thy feel, 
and hear these sweet words which they alone are 
privileged to hear who love Thee excessively ? Thy 
published word I have read ; Thy secrets, 0 Lord, 
reveal unto me. 


POPULARITY. 

I^HE world does not yet regard me as its enemy. 
‘jTJ’ This distresses me, O God. I am sorry’ I am 
so popular still. They that serve Thee and work 
righteousness are unpopular, and as they grow in 
faith and love they are hated .and despised by the 
world and deserted by their friends. Lord, have I 
done nothing to merit unpopularity and odium? 
Have I not given Thee enough evidence of my love 
and devotion to excite the animosity and derision 
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of the world ? My popularity is my curse. O God, 
save me from .it. 


TRUE CHAEITV. 

Voice— I am weli pleased with thee, 
beloved child, for in my books I see entered 
against thy name the sum of ten thousand rupees 
as thv contribution to the Madras famine fund. 

Worshipper — My God, I feel ashamed, I do not 
remember having paid a single rupee to the fund. 

Heavenly Voice— I saw thee the other night 
shedding teitrs over the distress of thy Madras bre- 
thren with genuine compassion, and I heard thee 
express a wish to give Rs. 10,000 to the sufferers. 


ABSENCE FROM CHURCH. 

J* 2 ^EAVEMLY Voice — MTiy hast thou been absent 
from my bouse so long? I have missed tliee 
there for more than two' months. 

Worshipper — Lord, I assure Thee I have attended 
church all these weeks most punctually and attended 
cverv part of the service. 

Heavenly Voice — Thy body was in the tabernacle, 
true, but thy spirit I saw in the bank transacting 
business with a number of brokers, or in the steam 
yacht going out on a holiday excursion, or elsewhere 
pursuing gold or pleasure. If thy spirit is not in the 
temple thou art not there. 



September 20, iS^7- 


SECRnT COUNSEL. 

HAVE often felt, O my God, that Tliou hast 
some secret counrel to offer, and tliat Thou hast 
been incessantly ttMtcnin" and u-ailinsr for an oppor- 
tunity. Such opportunity has not yet come. iMy 
soul has not yet turned towards Tlicc in a favourable 
attitude, and the message has consequently been 
withheld. When, O when shall I hear that precious 
secret from Thy lips ? Lord, make me fit to receive 
it, and mercifully reveal it to me. To know that 
secret is to be saved. 


DEPENDENCE. 

^Sy^HATSOEVER cometh from Tliee, 0 Lord, 
prosperity or adversity, pleasure or sorrow, 
is good for me. Whatsoever I create for myscll is 
a curse unto me, as I have learnt by experience. 
Often have I acquired honour, wealth and comfort 
by my own zealous exertions, but these instead of 
doing good to me proved in the end most harmful 
to my soul. Often too have I mortified myself, but 
'self-imposed hardships have injured instead of help- 
ing my asceticism and devotion. But I thank Thee, 
my Father, that Thy rod has always chastened^ me 
no less than Thy most precious gifts. If Thou givest 
me gold it is as good as salvation. Teach me to seek 
neither gold nor starvation, but to trust Thee and 
love Thy decrees. 
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WOUNDING GOD. 

p^jf^EAVENLY Voice — Why didst thou abuse Me 
ycsterdciy. refractory child ? 

Worshipper — I said nothing against Thee, my 
God. 

Heavenly Voice — But thou didst abuse thy bro- 
ther, and whatsoever invectives were hurled against 
him came and pierced Me. Behold I bleed, thou hast 
so cruelly pierced Me with the deadly shafts of angry 
reviling. 


kVENLY Voice — ^This pice, beloved child, thy 
gift to Me, I kiss every day. 

Worshipper — 1 never gave Thee aught, my God. 
Heavenly Voice — But thou gavest to that blind 
child of penury. 


October 14, iSy';. 

PROPHETS. 

/O RANT, O Lord, that I may love and honor the 
<3^ prophets and martyrs of ancient times, who 
lived and died for me, and grant that I may attain 
self-denying asceticism and godliness for their sake. 
Thou lovest me and for my spiritual benefit Thou 
didst send them to the world. Bless their lives 
^ind examples unto my sanctification. How much 
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sorrow they suffered, what painful humiriation, 
infamy, persecution and death, all for my salvation ! 
O Father, give me such faith and devotion that 1 may 
always realize my personal obli^tions to the world's 
heroes and prophets, and strive after purity for the 
sake of their suffering and death. 


IDOLATRY. 

GOD, this is the second of the three days of 
annual festivity during which all Bengal revels 
in idolatry and its concomitant evils. Teach us to 
remember Thee daring this trying season and inv'okc 
Thy blessing upon our unfortunate country. .Save 
our dear country, O Lord of nations, from idolatry 
and all that dishonors Thy holy name. Save our 
brethren from dissipation and drunkenness and all 
the vices which accompany this idolatrous festival, 
but teach them to retain all that is good and holy 
therein. Almighty God, strengthen Thy beloved 
church and make it prosper in this land. 


October at, i8jj. 

IDOL OF THE HEART. 

DESIRE to behold and enjoy Thee, 0 my God, 
^ as an ever-beautiful and ever-sweet idol of the 
heart. The rationalists have put snares around me ; 
from these, O Lord, save me. They wish me to 
accept Thee as a dreary metaphysical reality, a mere 
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intelligent or good something. I will not follow their 
path. But, Friend of my distressed soul, I will seek 
the beauty of Thy face. Thou hast a face, I know, 
and of extreme beauty it is. The eye hath not seen 
it, imagination cannot conceive it : yet faith beholds 
that loving .countenance. Neither hast Thou eyes 
nor ears. Th3f face is made of love and intelligence, 
pouer and purity and joy, for Thou art spirit, 0 God. 
That sweet face. Father, help me to see. 


MUTUAL LOVE. 

HARNESS, O God, has diminished our mutual 
love instead of augmenting it. We have 
lived too near each other these fen years and our 
intimate knowledge of each other’s failings has sadly 
embittered our mutual relations. We know that 
those around us are our brethren in Thee, O Lord, and 
our best friends on earth. Yet we cannot love and 
honor them as we should. Their little failings 
estrange u.s, and in small differences we forget the 
large bonds Thou hast established among us. Is it 
age, 0 God, that has taken away the sweetness of 
friendship? Father, restore that sweetness, and help 
us to dwell once more as a happy family around Thy 
heavenly feet. 


October 2S. tSj'f 

MY DEAR O.NES. 

are my dear ones of this world, and 
W "here am I ? Lord, in the solitude of Thy 
eternal presence 1 stand, and a darkness separates 
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mr from all the' rest. Lord, as I behold Tlite, I 
far;;et that I hare any ooc in this world. Imnierx; 
me in the blessedness of Thy contcmplntioti, 
exclude all other thought. Behold, anxieties and 
vain cares for others sicken me, and depre.s.s me. 
Yet hotr can I be indifferent to tlio'c whom Thou 
hast brought so near to my heart 7 But .1 would 
penetrate deeper, and stilt deeper into thn bless- 
edness and sanctity of Tliy communion, I would 
be utterly forgetful of every thing and every one, and 
at hast find in Thee my dearest ones gathered together 
again 


use MC. 

before Thee the best part of 
JijJi my manhood. Take it, touch it, let it be ex- 
clu'.ivcly consecrated to Thy service. ! would spend 
myself completely in obeying Thee. I would fain 
grow old and feeble in Thy sight, and as Thy servant. 
1 ask no other reward but the reward ol finding Thy 
holiness within my soul. I ask for no other encourage- 
ment, than that of feeling Thy grace dwelling within 
my heart. 0 my God, hitherto I have been a hire- 
ling, idling for my own pleasure or working in the 
hope of men’s fax ours Henceforth make me a good 
and'faithful servant working for the dcliglit of Thy 
service alone. Take as Thy own the whole of my 
manhood, and let it be of some use in Thy house- 
hold. 
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h’evcmber 4 , tSjj. 

PECULIAR HABITS. 

GOD, thev ridicule me and annoy me and find 
fault with my habits. But their criticisms are 
a snare, and they seek the destruction of'my soul. 
Therefore I beseech Thee my God, my Good God, to 
save me from the evil counsel of such men. If I am 
an ascetic and a faquir, they despise me and shun 
my company; if I am engaged in the world’s service 
they hate me also. Father, 1 will not be judged by 
men, nor would 1 follow their dictates. Tliou art my 
only Guide. Teach me to do that which is hateful to 
the world but agreeable to Thy will. 


THE LILY 

?[l7pY Ood, I loi'c the lily, the soft, pure lily made 
by n>y hand I love it also because Thy 
beloved son blessed that heavenly flower when he 
said. Dehold the lilies of the field I Make mv pas- 
sion for pretty flowers a holy passion. May flowers 
and flower gardens sanctify and sweeten my heart 1 
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forgiving temper. This is generally argued that the 
helpless lamb must fall a prey to ferocious wolves, 
and that those who are resolved to turn the right 
cheek when the left is struck, must soon succumb to 
annoyance and persecution at the hands of their 
oppressors. Is it true, O God, that a good and for- 
giving man has no room in this wicked world ? Is it 
true that if we wish to live and do our duty, we must 
take an eye for an eye ? Thy dear name, O Lord, of 
the Long-suffering is a reply to this question, and . I 
will no longer be an enemy of forgiveness. Teach 
me patience and curb my anger. Teach me that 
if my enemies harass me I must continue to love 
them for Thou lovest me. Good God, although I am 
Thine enemy. Lord, make me meek as a lamb. 


November i8, 
SELF-CONSECRATIOM. 


HE day has come, my Father, when I must make 
my will. All that I have must be duly disposed 
of. Thou gavest me all, and to Thee I leave every* 
thing I can call my own. Lord, deign to take my 
all, and only give me permission to be thy bondsman 
for the remaining days of my life. My property 
is Thine to dispose of, my dear ones it is for Thee 
to feed and shelter. If it be Thy pleasure, give them 
a handful to eat every day, and give them a home 
where they may live in peace, sing thy name, and 
serve thy cause. If it be Thy pleasure, teach me, 
and suffer me to go away from the world to Thee. 
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My body, my mind, and all that belongeth to me, 
becomes thine from this day, and forever. 


BEARING BURDENS. 

^{^HOU bearest everybody’s burden, O my Sove- 
reign Master, but no one beareth Thy burden. 
Thou hast willingly taken upon thyself the heavy 
charge of making all men happy, but who hath under- 
taken, and who can undertake the charge of adding to 
Thy happiness and perfection. Lord, ! wish to cease 
to be burdensome to any man. I pray that I may cease 
to press upon ray neighbours, though the pressure 
of others I would bear upon my own head. When 
I feel my load to be heavy, hold me my good Father, 
let me not sink on the pathway of life but casting 
my cates upon Thee, find sweet rest. 


A HOUSE AND TEMPLE, 


0% IVE me a house, O God, which shall be unto me 
a house as well as a temple. I have always 
regarded my habitation as a mere dwelling house 
and the church as a place of worship .quite apart 
from the other. Teach me and help me to unite the 
two so as to make my house Thy house too, and 
Thy' house my house also. Plant Thy holy temple 
in my house, and enable me. Lord of my life, to per- 
form my daily duties and manage all my domestic 
concerns according to Thy will. May I not adore 
Thee as a mere Sunday Divinity, but grant, 0 Merci- 
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ful Fattier, that I may daily and Iiourly serve Thee 
in the midst of all the details of household duty. 


TRUE GUIDE. 

?((S it safe, my God. to walk according to the coun> 
sets of men ? My friends have often told me 
that if I wish to achieve success in my worldly avo- 
cations or my spiritual pursuits, I must follow Ihe- 
guidancc of wise men and not trust my own judgment. 
Lord, I see no wisdom in the world : even its best 
men are not fit to guide. I gather more wisdom 
from Thee through humble prayer in a day than 
the books and sages of the world can teach in a month. 
I will not therefore follow the deceitful teaching 
of w'orldly man, but in all things humbly seek the 
inspiration of Thy heavenly x'oicc. 


November 2j, 

DIVINE JUSTICE. 

W HOU art our Judge, O God, and Thy judgment 
is severe. Thou iudgest Thy refractoiy chil- 
dren with strict and unyielding justice. Foolishly do 
many imagine that Thou sbalt apply the same 
standard to ail. Thou requirest Lord, more from 
those to whom Thou hast given more. If we are 
possessed of greater talents, powers and privileges, 
and greater opportunities of doing good, sure it is 
that we shall be subjected to a most searching and 
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strict examinat'on, and punished most severely for 
our transgressions and shortcomings. Help us, 
therefore, O God, to make a faithful and full use of 
our powers and opportunities, that we maj' be able to 
stand before Tby judgment without fear. 


FEAR AND LOVE. 

f^HERE is one thing, my God, which makes me 
very anxious. It is this. Having loved Thee 
as my Father and Mother I now feel I cannot fear 
Thee, as a transgressor like myself should fear the 
great Judge. The fact is I love Thee, and yet I 
Jove and cherish my sins too. Assuredly my love for 
Thee is not genuine, pure love. Teach me, God, to 
harmoniac sweet love with chastening fear, that I may, 
while loving Thee with passionate attachment, root out 
whatsoever is wrong in my heart. If 1 cannot fear 
Thee, Lord, let Thy holy spirit so sanctify my inner 
nature tlut there may be left no cause for fear. 


December 2 , iSyy. 

LANGUAGE OF PRAYER. 

V^HE language of the devotion I employ in my 
prayers and supplications befofe Thee, 0 My 
God, has been sharply criticised by those about me. 
Thou wilt, I am sure, justify me, for Thou knowest 
the secret of this pcculwrity in the style 1 have of 
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late adopted. I feet great difficulty,' O Lord, in using 
stereotyped words and phrases. The language gene-, 
rally used suits not my purposes. My inmost feel- 
ings, my real thoughts, I cannot express nor can 1 
suppress. Therefore, O God, I wish to use plain and 
simple language towards Thee so that 1 may be true 
to my heart. I desire not to offer elegant prayers, 
but real prayers. I wish to talk to Thee, My God, for 
that is my business, and not pray ivith a view to please 
men. 


UNSTEADINESS. 

unsteadiness set me free, 0 My God. 
^2? Cliameleon-likc 1 have changed my colours 
often and often. My character is unsteady, and the 
foundation thereof unstable. I am not to-day what 
I was yesterday, and to-morrow you will find me an 
altered man. Those whose character Thy band .has 
formed and shaped, diange not, move not though' the 
most adverse circumstances beset them and try their 
faith and parity. They are strong in Thy strength, 
and they never compromise or sacrifice their prin- 
ciples. Make me. Kind God, firm as a rock. 


December y, rdyy. 

OLD ACE. 

^HHEY tell me, O Lord, I am getting old. I do 
yS* ttot sec however, how my God, one can be 
old who has an ocean of work yet to perform. He 
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v-ho has almost finished his work on earth is no 
doubt old and is so worn out, decrepit, despondent 
and misanthropic that he may be said to have com- 
pleted his three score and ten. But, O my Master, 
how can I believe that my time has expired when I 
am just on the threshold of my work, and 'full of 
earnest hope and warm spirits ? I am quite a young 
man, having just entered Thy seri'ice. 1 am not, and 
will not be among the pensioners. 


sort of home hast Thou built for me. 
Great Architect, in the next world ? For- 
give my curiosity, and if it be wrong, kill it. If it 
be Thy will that this man of claj; shall not peep 
behind the curtain, into the mysteries of the future 
life, teach me to bow to Thy decree and reckon my 
ignorance of what is hidden, a blessing. To know 
Thy truth is a privilege and blessing but ignorantly 
and blindly to trust Thee, 0 my God, where Thou 
dost enjoin ignorance and blindness, is a blessing 
and a joy. 


December r6, 

MANLINESS. 

W^EACH me self-respect, O my God. Worldlincss 
and carnality have made me mean and idle. 
In all things, in all my dealings with the woild I am 
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conacioM of an abject dependence upon others nnd 
a servile expectation of services tvhich are truly 
loathsome, i have so far demeaned myself that those' 
aronnd me hate my inability to take care of myself 
and my indolent and insolent demands for services 
which I do not deserve. Help me, Lord, to do the 
(all share of the work Thon hast assigned to me, -with' 
my own hand. Make me industrious and honest, 
active and penevering, and teach me to rely as 
little as possible upon the bounty and favour of others 
for my livelihood and comfort. Almighty God, vouch* 
safe unto Thy servant manly and noble independence. 


BROTilERLY ArFECTION. 

7{c AM always buiw, O God, in rendering unto 
^ others the servins of the hand and trying to 
please them with outward kindness and practical 
favours. My hand serves them but my hardened 
and selfish heart it far, very far from true love. 
Affection is exalted in Thy scriptnre above diari- 
table deeds, and lore above sweet words. Mercifi^ 
Father, teach me that gennine affection (or brothers 
and sisters, that sincere solicitude for their wants, 
that constant anxiety and watchfuincn, tliat untiring 
sympathy which alone can unite my spirit with theirs 
in tm enduring bonds of loving fellowship. May ( 
do as much as 1 can to promote their w'elfare; but- 
may I always feel intensely and deeply for those 
whom Thou hast tanght me to regard as members of 
my household. 
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December sj, 1S77. 

FOR INDIAN YOUTHS. 

ORD, cause the words of our Viceroy to thrill and 
move the hearts of all Indian youths throughout 
the country. Bless the salutary warning and sage 
counsel administered by the highest in the land unto 
the good of the present and future generations of 
our countrymen. It is seldom, O God, that men in 
high places give sound moral lessons, and therefore 
we beseech Thee, now that such lessons have been 
offered by the highest ruling authority, to make them 
take root in the hearts of our young men. Teach 
them to turn from book-learning and secular know- 
ledge to that moral education and discipline which 
perfects manhood. 


HUMILITY BEFORE MAN. 

be humble before Thy heavenly throne is easy, 
0 Lord, but hard, very hard to humble myself 
before man. To acknowledge myself as Thy servant 
costs nothing, involves no sacrifice, it does not wound 
my pride, it does not degrade me before men ; on 
the contrary, it is an honour and a glory to be able 
to cling to Thee as the dust of Thy feet. But to be 
man’s obedient servant is derogatory to my honor 
and requires considerable self-sacrifice. Lord, teach 
me to be truly humble so that I may be able, to sit 
at the feet of those whom I look upon as my inferiors 
and those who are my enemies. 
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LOWER ANIMALS. 

pTl HERE is not a sparrow, not an ant, O Lord, 
that is not protected by Thy loving and watch- 
ful Providence. Thou art kind not only to saints in 
heaven and on earth, but also to the meanest reptile 
and the smallest insect that men tread under their 
feet. If Thou art so kind to these dumb creatures 
why shall I not be, I who boast of being Thy child 
and disciple ? Puffed with arrogance, 0 God, I hate 
the little sparrow, and think it meanness to t.ike care 
of the tiny ant crawling on the ground. And behold ! 
I am infinitely smaller in comparison with Thee, 
Great God, than these creatures are before me. And 
yet 1 despise them as loWj while they arc found 
deserving of Thy love and compassion. Father, 
humble me to the dust and make me a Jain that I 
may love and honor the least of Thy creatures. ' ‘ 


KALPATARU. 

CplHE Hindus call Thee Kalpataru,. O God. Thou 
Aff the fabled tree, that yields whatsoever 
fruit the devotee wishes, grantest all the desires 
of Xhy servants, and Thou never disappointest them. 
It is not merely purity and joy that Thou dost bestow 
upon them, but even those temporal blessings which 
are needful to them. Father; Thou art not only their 
Saviour but also their household Deity, the . Guardian 
both of the soul and the body, the Dispenser of bread 
as well as the bread of life. Thy beloved child is 
troubled with no want, for every want, physical and 
spiritual, is removed .by Thy loving providence. 
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Teach me, Lord, to cling to Thy feet, as Thy devotees 
do, ns my all in all, my earthly treasure and my 
salvation in heaven. 


December jo, iSyy. 

DAILY WORSHIP. 


words are apt to become stale and weak, O 


God, and daily worship, once so powerful, 
loses its power day after day as soon as it loses its 
novelty. Lord, freshness is power in the moral 
world. The more I lose freshness the more I lose 
my vitality. I beseech Thee to make my prayers 
fresh every morning, so that they may be strong 
enough to influence my character and vanquish my 
sins. Thy name. Almighty God, is a great power ; 
but if its habitual utterance without emotion or zeal 
makes it feeble and unable to cope with evil, how 
can I profit by it ? Therefore I pray unto Thee make 
every sacred word, uttered ever so many times, a 
source of redeeming power. 


THY PRESENCE. 

W!5SHAT Thou art true, God, is a truth I have yet 
^ to learn. I know Thou art, but I must feel 
vividlv what I know only intellectually. Thy pre- 
sence before me as a living reality is a fact of which 
T desire to be more feelingly convinced than I have 
vet been. The world is real ; this I know and feel, 



for I Kc it! realitjr. So reveal Thyself to me. O my 
God that I may see Thy reality as clearly as I see 
the reality ot unreal ohjects. ■ Be unto me most real, 
and teach me to cany Thy presence with me 
wherever I go as a burning reality. 


[Vida Paea SOS, lina 13 ban lap : Plaaw md intlasd— 
ia noi gvnuiiia pura loaa. do at hoM say* my cotraieiiea. And 
«t I cannat balwN ihal I do not love Thaa. Tvaeb ma, God 
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MORNING PRAVERS. 

T Ihf early dawn of day. O my God. fill my soul 
with the presence of Thy Spirit. I invoke Thy 
light .ind love to enter into me. .md inspire me with 
right foeiings towards all men, .and right motives 
under all circumstances of my daily life. In the 
blessedness of Thy communion, and in the honourable 
occup.ation of working in Thy field may the whole 
day pass. 


" AH lisHenrd be our walk thU d.ari 
Mav me.koe.s Inrin «ir rarlv rav. 

And f'ilhlul love our nooniidr liglil. 
And hope onr sun«ct calm and briRht j 
M >v grice e.sch idle thoueht control, 
And sanrlify onr wayward soul j \ 
May nnile diparl and malice erase, 
Ami all nithin be jj) and peace." 



IN THY SIGHT. 


r^j7EACH me sober wisdom, O Lord of Truth, and 
let me see things not according to my imagi- 
nation, but in the light which fills thine lore. Let 
my relations to my circumstances and lurroundings. 
be regulated in the manner that appears be-st in Thy 
sight. 


V MOTHERLINESS. 


I^OW sweet and infinite is the motherliness of 
Thy nature, O Thou Holy Spirit, combining 


Thyn 
ispeakable I 


intense affection of this world is but the faint shadow 
of Thy tenderness. Why should I not be enchanted 
with Thy motherly love to me, 1 who am motherless 
and fatherless alike. Wash my wearied and friendle.ss 
heart with the refreshing showers of Thy tender 
grace, charm me with the celestial handsomeness of 
Thy glorious presence, and draw me unto Thee as 
a mother draweth hci child. 


RENOl’NCIXG CARNALITY. 

//^FTEN have I said, I would lay my flesh unto the 
dust of this world, and fly to Thy holy man- 
sions above, O my Father. How often have I said 
1 would crucify* and renounce for ever all that is 
carnal in me. But, O my Saviour, I am still a poor 
w 01 m of this earth, grovelling in the midst of what 
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is vile and carnal. When wilt Thou give me rest, 
and put into my hand the cup of sanctity, which he 
who drinks becomes pure for ever. O Lord I long to 
be meek and holy as Thy faithful children arc. 



jai'.ttary tSjJ. 


DEFINITE PRAYERS. 

r'fYHE deMre*: tliAt lead me to pray unto Thee, O 
*.T!, my God, are not sufficiently strong and rje.ar 
IP my heart. I have but few wishes for the fulfilment 
of which 1 look to Thee ardently and always. Foster 
in me definite and powerful desires, .such as 1 may 
lav before Thee, and ask Thee to ijranl. ^I.ike my 
snrrow.s and wants very real ; and make me rcslless 
with holy desires. Father, how blessed they are 
vho«e petitions arc clearly and persistently laid 
before Thee ; who know every day what tlioy have 
to say, and to whom Thou dost always grant what 
they ask from Thee. 


SINNERS. 




0\V strong and blessed is their hope whom 
Thou ^ hast marked as sinners but promised to 
0 gracious Lord ! Their sinfulness even he* 
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comes their friend, and urges them continually to 
prayer, and meditation and holy meekness. Father, 
fill me -with very strong hope always, and let the 
evil in me harden me for struggle, and self-submission 
to Thy will. 


THE PRIDE OF INTELLECT. 

PON the learned and the studious, cause Thy 
true light and blessedness to descend, O God 
of Truth. Set them free from the pride of intellect, 
and the presumption of m.tnners. Teach them that 
Thou art found not in books, nor in the exercise of 
understanding, but in the gentle and contrite heart. 
Enable them to see the botiuty of humbleness, and 
sweetness of spirit, and the desire to learn from Thee 
what Thou alone can«t teach. 


TREE US FROM EVIL. 

the strange inconsistencies of a piety that 
is assumed in Thy presence, and left aside in 
ordinary deed and life, God deliver us for ever. 
Mav we never rest contented until we find that our 
words arc perfectly truthful, and motives are perfect- 
ly pure. From secrell)’ doing anything which cannot 
be openly done and knO'wn, delivei us. We have 
found that we can pray and still continue very evil. 
This is that form of the evil which is dmgeroiis, and 
from it set us free. 
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comes their friend, and urges them continually to 
prayer, and- meditation and holy meekness. Father, 
fill me with very strong hope always, and let the 
evil in me harden me for struggle, and self-submission 
to Thy will. 


THE PRIDE OF INTELLECT. 


jpPON the learned and the studious, cause Thy 
true light and blessedness to descend, 0 God 
of Truth. Set them free from the pride of intellect, 
and the presumption of manners. Teach th#*m that 
Thou art found not in books, nor in the exercise of 
understanding, but in the gentle and contrite heart. 
Enable them to see the beauty of humbleness, and 
sweetness of spirit, and the desire to learn from Thee 
what Thou alone canst teach. 


FREE US FROM EVIL. 


the strange inconsistencies of a piety that 
is assumed in Thy presence, and left aside in 
ordinary deed and life, God deliver us for ever. 
May we never rest contented until we find that our 
words are perfectly truthful, and motives are perfect- 
ly pure. From secretly doing anything which cannot 
be openly done and known, deliver* us. We have 
found that we can pray and still continue very evil. 
This is that form of the evil which is dangerous, and 
from it set us free. 
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January 21, 

THE ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL. 

^AUSE Th)' blessing, Kind Lord, to descend on 
all our brethren assembled on tlie occasion 
of our anniversary festival. They have come with 
high hopes after all the hard struggles and painful 
experiences of the past year. They have come to 
enjoy Thy grace, purify their lives, and enter into 
holy communion with Thee and with each other. O 
God, grant their desires. Be with each of us through- 
out the festival, and make it a source of purity and 
joy to us all. 


EUROPEAN WAR. 

^T seems, Lord, that war is imminent in Europe. 
^ Should it break^ out it is sure to bring dire 
calamities in its train. The heart trembles as it 
views the gloomy and appalling prospect. Vouchsafe 
unto the offending nation good sense and mature 
judgment, and so move its rulers and their counsellors 
that they may yet realize the enormity of their 
offence and the disasters and sufferings into which 
they are about to plunge themselves and the world. 
Father, may the love of peace prevail in the councils 
of nations and may a higher and better faith knit 
'them together in the bonds of amity and good-will 1 
May there always be peace on ^arth and good-will 
among men . 
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?f:N my ambition to promote great reforms, I bavc, 
J?' O Lord, forgotten smaller duties and neglected 
the smaller sins of my life. My attention and inter- 
est are fixed upon important matters affecting tlia. 
welfare of nations. My heart is busy with national 
reform movements, and has neither time nor incli- 
nation to attend to its own reformation. Help me. 
Lord, to attend to the minutest things of life and to 
remove every little blot on my character. Teach me 

to lie anxious about all the details of daily duly, and 

make me mindful of all the relationship which bind 
me to those around me. Great God, my Salvation 
deoendi no less upon little things than upon groat 
movements. Mav I believe that nothing is loo small 
for my concern 'which Thmi dhitatest for my perfor- 
in.< >ce%nd tint nothing is t>o trivial, which Inoii 
to.mn A- it me to eschew. 
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TEACHER. 

'r^ArHER, Tin- child is tired of receiving advice 
from those around From the earliest days of 
iuy religious Hie 1 have been .-iccustomed to receive 
enlightenment and inspiration beneath Thy hejivenly 
ihroiic. 1 hy voice has taught me religion and ethics 
through faith and conscience, and other voices 
iiierefore seem altogether foreign and unintelligible 
to me. O Lord, Tlion knovvest I have always been 
a pupil in thy school, and acknowledge no other 
master but Thee Let none come to teach me, for 
1 shall be misled it 1 trust earthly teachers. Be 
Thou my Bible and my Veda. Be Thou my only 
guidv' and instructor for time and eternity. 


ri.O\\ FRS. 

SEE Thee smiling in the sweet Jcs.sainine I hold 
^ in nn hand. Father, bless me. 

f bless Thee, child. Love and honor each flower 
ill my garden. 


M1SSI0X.\RY VOCATION. 

GOD, I wish to be a missionary of Thy Holy 
Church. Let Thy'hand ordain tnve. 

Xol yet child. Thou art not yet fit for that sacred 
vocation. Wail till I call Thee. 



January /^, iSyS. 


Ri:\cnoN. 

dus<re.i('tion, Lord? Is it because 1 went 
SJiS* U>« direction of spirituality and 

asceticism that 1 am now running with frightful speed 
towards worldline-s and carnality? Is it because 
I saw too much of the dazzling light- of heaven that 
1 feel so miserably blind now? zMmighty (iod. I 
foolishit went beyond my depth. I soared too high.- 
and hate fallen too low. Save me, Father: save 
this ambitious and self-deluded sinner from flightiness 
.uul pride. Alay I never boastfully risk my strength 
and detotioii in hard experiments to whicl) I am 
unequal. Lord, teach me humility. 
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"‘fT'^ATHER, in rosprctful distance is my salvation. 

} Therefore do not allow roe, dear God, to come 
too near to Thy throne. 

Child, neither too far nor too near. Slant} there. 
Thai is Thy appointed place. 


I ORGIVF..\ESS. 

^f’aORD, having been long under Thy teathing and 
influence. 1 am beginning to love mine enemy, 
however imperfectly, and 1 feel joy in forgiveness. 
How sweet to ihinic of Thy condescending love 
towards Thine enemies. 

I bless Thee, child. May forgiving love take root 
in Thy he.irt. Follow that great prophet who said,— 
turn the right cheek to him nho strikes the left. 


SPIRITUAL IKEtSL'RCS. 

?Q?ATHER. why ha.sl Thou t.iken away all roy 
earthly possessions? 

Because 1 wish to draw Thv he.irt towards spiritual 
treasures. 


SERENITY. 

OOD God, why hast thou made my heart so 
QiX happy and serene inspitc of outward troubles ? 
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Ja)ivary 28, 18 /J. 

MV HUMILIATION. 

ME huaiiHation and pain that raiseth ihce before 
thy fellow-men thou hast undertaken to bear, 
but the least humiliation that thou fearest would 
degrade thee before the world mortifies and makes 
thee angry. O my heart, humbly submit to the 
position which is made for thee by the Unseen 
Hand, and if thou canst not win a position here, 
thou wilt have one in a better land. O Tiiou, who 
hast ble.ssed me so unceasingly, if Thou dost .smite 
me nowand then in the midst of my pride, give me 
the patience and the grace to submit to fhe blow. 
Lord, let me court the di‘gradalion that brings m«^ 
near to Thee. 


Fehruarv 4, 18 jy. 

CONDUCT TOWARDS srPF.KIOUS AND I.NFURIOKS ? 

meanness of .some natures shows itself in 
dealing with their inferiors, and the meanness 
of othefs with their superiors. Some flatter their 
superiors, and ill-treat their equals and inferiors ; 
others treat their inferiors with genticnes.s and con- 
sideration, but are \dolent to those above them. 
Sliofv me the man who is good and sweet to his fellow- 
beings in all conditions of life. When, O my Falhcr, 
will **my conduct be equally considerate and sweet to 
all men ? I would honour and love the superiority 
of those above me. I would respect and love the 
<rood parts of those -who are my equals and inferior.-;, 
f would give and receive sweetness in all circum- 
stances. 

z — b 
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me proud, and civilization has taught me false 
cqualitv. WTien I approach an elder i feel no 
solemnity, and in his companv F realise no sanctifying 
influence. Why is this, O iny God ? Thy devotee.s 
are not ordinary men. Good men are precious 
treasures designed hy Thee to enrich onr souls. May 
I honour them as such, and whensoever f go, to see 
them, may I previously fit mv heart by prayer and 
humility to profit by their instruction and influence. 


\ nn.fsio.N. 

^ H.WR strangely g>t into the habit, O mv 
God, of crediting Thee with all my ide »s and 
plans. I, as Thy servant, ought to follow only rbv 
commandments, forsaking all that pleases me and 
adopting wh.atsoever is agreeable to Thee. But 
instead of doing this, I strive to follow my own plan 
and schemes and then ascribe to Thee their author- 
ship. Having^ come so far in the path of religion, 
1 feel it a humiliation to believe that 1 am carrying 
but my own wishes. 1 would fain believe that in 
.all my doings 1 only follow Thy leading, and I feel 
glad when people' give me credit for obeying Thv 
will and sacrificing my own. But as self-sacrifice 
is a hard thing, and I am carried away bv my own 
ideas, feelings and tastes, all that I can do is to 
make myself and others beliei’e, that every thing I 
do is the Lord’s doing and that all my purposes aru 
divine purposes. Thus 'errors aii^' vices in my tile 
become sacred in my estimation in the course of time 
with the imaginary imprimatur of Tby seal. Lord, 
dcliier me from this delusion. 
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Because the heart in which I dwell must be 
tranquil and cheerful, or it suits me not. 


yanuary 20, tSyS 
POETRY. 

dull prosaic life suits me not, O Lord. Send 
^3)^ me, Father, heaven’s poetry. 

Ask the flower and the zephyr and the moon to 
inspire thee, and the more thou shalt commune with 
them the more poetical will thy life be. 


SELF-ABNEGATION. 

^ DO not rejoice, Lord, for I find that it is my 
^ hand that has got hold of Thine. Then shall I 
rejoice when Thy Almighty hand shall hold fast my ‘ 
feeble hand never to let it go. 

So shall it be when Thou hast completely cast 
away pride and self-sufficiency. 


GOOD MEN. 


^^ORD, I know not how to honour and love 
good men. I know not how to enjoy their com- 
pany. My forefathers practised intercourse with good 
and devout men as a duty, and they educated them- 
selves for holy company. Modern enlightenment has 
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the worship and actions of other men. My whole 
ch.nr.icter is thus becoming artificial. My nature re- 
m.-iins uncultivated, and my wants arc removed. O 
mv God, make me thoroughly natural, and my prayers 
and practices real. May I regard with reverence my 
superiors, mark their lives and views, and adapt 
them to my nature in a simple and hearty manner. 


THE PRODIG \L'S RETURN. 

HOROUGHLY degraded and vile,I crawl into the 
^5^ scene of Thy festival. Lord, cast upon me a 
glance of Thy mercy, and lift me up. I come from a 
long exile. Thy lost wandering prodigal, I come from 
solitude and absence, in rags and humbleness I come 
with the warm hope of acceptance Cause me not 
to be disappointed and down-cast, but approach me 
in Thy smiling forgiveness and grace, take me to 
Thy bosom, and keep me with Thee evermore in 
loyalty and undying and ever-increasing service. 
Cause Thy festival" to carry me one step forward in 
the path of life, and may that step bring me nearer 
home, my ever-lasting home. 


February iSyS. 

A PRESENT HEAVEN 

I am one of those im'p.-itient children 
of Thine who .cannot depend upon mere pro- 
mises. It is not the hope of an uncertain future 
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heaven but a present heaven that I implore Thee to 
vouchsafe. 1 will not go away with a mere promise 
but 1 will remain prostrate at Thy feet till 'Hiy 
redeeming grace creates in me a small heaven amidst 
the things of this world. Give me cash, O Lord, out 
of Thy inexhaustible treasury, and do not send me 
away 1 beseech Thee, with a mere promisary note. 


VIRTUE EMBODIED. 

¥ EILEn as Supreme Virtue, Thou reigncst in the 
world. What place is there, and what race- of 
men that do not bear the impress of Thy Virtiie ; 
let me recognize Thee, and worship Thee as 
Sole Virtue and only Morality. Thou hast no name, 
Thy name is Dharma ; Thou hast no body, Thy only 
body is the pure, the true, the lovable in all things. 
Thus, veiled everywhere and amidst all Thou art, 
O Thou Spirit of Virtue and Morality, descend and 
dwell in this coarse body of flesh ana blood, fa 
habits, wotd.s, in my whole manhood manifest Thy 
virtue. In the morning, noonday, and even-time 
cause me to practise the spirit of Thy virtue. 


THE VICIL. 

r^VERY day, my Father; the world appears to mo 
to be more and more formidable. In former 
^lys it came as a robber in the open day-light, but 
now it comes as a secret thief to rob me of all the 
treasures of my heart. It comes like , a friend and 
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trpacl’'’r(»u'ty ti'.M*'! away my virtm*. I pet no time 
to c il! Tliec to a*>i; Thy help, * I know' not that the 
fiif-iv is in th“ house. Bat as I awake in the 
mnriiinjj I discover what 1 mo.st priced is pone. 
Deliver me from the secret ravages of this treaclier- 
oas x>orld Alwavs warn me, and alw.iys watch me, 
TO tiMl 1 m.iy not he taken tiiiaxrares, and deprived 
of what is most valuable in my character. 


EVER ALERT. 

Lord, excite my real and kindle the flame of 
i'olv enthusiasm in this torpid heart. I am 
subject to fits of tempora'y excitement vnl mv weak 
and f.aintii.jr soul i» aKt.iys apt to sink into letharpy 
as soon as exeitin" canoes di^lppenr. \s the firc- 
vorshipper always Ij.-eps fire Lurninir n his temple, 
mav I almvs thrnngh Tliv grace keep ali.-e the fire 
oflirinp iiilb in the samiinry of my so il ! Grant 
t'lat I mat neser be found deficient in energy or slow 
to do my'doiy 


F\.MILV WORSHIP 

pf^HOr hast commanded me. Mist»r, to form a 
he'e (imrv and live together with my wife 
and childrc i in Thy service. This I hav^ not done. 
I liav" tried to worship and s»rve Thee -ingly, 0 my 
(Jod. leaving all those who arc near and dear' to me 
to tike rare of themselves Deliver me from such 
.selfishness, and help me to establish Thy altar in 
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mv home, so that all the membcr.s of the household 
may joyfully surround Thy feet and .serve Thee 
loj^elher. 


GIFTS ABUSnANf. 

'CfTnOU not onlv givrst m», O God,- more than I 
want, but Thou givest me joy and riches when 
1 beg poverty and privation at Thy door. Convinred 
of the honoivnc*-a of the world I have asked T!ice 
Merciful Lord, to make me poor and humble, and 
lead me to lowliness through self-mortification Dul 
1 hou hast marvellously and mysteriously reu arded 
Thy poor servant with abundance. Truly Thou art 
the guardian of the poor and the fatherless. Truly, 
my God, Thou art the treasure of the ascetic. 


THF. HIDDEN RIVER. 

VfTHERE is, they say, a deep and hidden^ river in 
9,1!? the heart in which the devotee lies immersed 
in peace and blessedness unspeakable. Where is it, 
O GodJ 

Show me that river and help roc to dive dec p 
into its pure and sweet waters. 
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Fi-t't tierj- to. iSjS 
Tlir. ITM-KSl MCNPUni:. 

^ll7r’V mcnifiil F.illicr, Id me do llic full- mi'.i'iire 
«• my worl:. Call out all my faculties one 
l>y om* in 'Iliy siT\«-e. Brini; out of me all tliat I 
am (.npable of, t \cn to the la^l and utmost extremity. 
I'allicr, let me not die «itli the painful conscioiisncs'! 
that my secret power in m.' rcmatn.s unused or un- 
developed, and that I could lwv“ done ant thin]; 
which I hate left ttnilone. The tree bears its fullest 
liarve.st of fruits, the fl.-iwer sendi. oui .all its incense 
of (lajjranre .and beauiy, let my so.ii give unto Thee 
all that lies in it of devotion and - rvicc before 1 
depart fiom the world 


SIJ riNt, IN- J|-DC.Mn,NT 

AVIOUR of tlic world, the judgment-«e.at belongs 
V.D i** alone, and I must s.tand in the place 

foreonticls. I have sp muih to ansner for my own 
misdoings, that 1 have neither the wish nor the time 
to judge my ft llow-men. O n>ow ,nll-sei tr.g One, 
behold" how" guilty and contemptible I look in my 
own eye. It is not fit that 1 should sit in judgment 
over my equals, and far less oter mj superiors Dp 
Thou judge the world, because Thou aiono art wise 
and sinless. To separate falsehood from truth, reli- 
gion from worldlincss. human weakness from Divine 
impul.se hclongrth to Thee. To me bclotigelh the 
humble duty to be ch.ii liable, honest, eonip.a-sion.ate 
and meek," and follow with lailU and woiuier the 
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leadings oF Thy hand in events which I am too simple 
and sinful to understand. 


SELF-LOVE. 

M y God, the frail beaten vessel of my self-love 
only craves to be sunk. The storm which 
others raise beats on my head, because I would assert 
niy honor and independence when I should be silent. 
There are thorns above and thorns below, and every- 
thing is a stumbling block when my too prominent 
self keeps tossing on the sea of things. When I 
am out of reach in Thee, what will a'gitate me or 
break the peace of my mind ? Lord, it is my self- 
love that stumbles against every obstacle, and is 
pained for .nothing. Relieve me from myself, I seek 
no other relief. 


THE RIGHT ATTITUDE. 

^ IVE me the right attitude of heart to my brother. 
Gif’ I do not believe in much speaking, or in 
silence. Let me approach him with the proper 
feeling of love and confidence, of honor .mid sympatliv, 
and Thou wilt vindicate my conduct against all 
apparent disadvantages. 
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February ty, iSyS. 

ASPIRATIONS UNREALISED. 

aipiratiom, O Thou All-knowing God, are 
deeper and stronger than what this poor frame 
ran bear. Behold my powers are not .equal to my 
objects, r.ut Thou knowest that the influx of Thy 
spirit gives one a giant's power and makes the 
secret longing of my soul uncontrollable. Lord, 
what Thou iiast given mt: to hope wilt Thou not 
fulfil ? The great longings that came from Tliee are 
not destined to disappoint me. The blossoms that 
Thy sweet breath call out shall yet bear their harvest. 
1 look to Thee, gird me with Thy great strength, 
lead me on with Thy hope, bear Thou up my body 
and mind that I may accomplish the purp >ses which 
I'hou dost describe in my spirit so often and so 
unmistakably. 


LIKE THE MOUNTAIN. 

W rIE calm, quiet strength of simple manliness that 
comes from unswerving faith in thee I ask of 
my Master. 1 am lowly enough, but with this lowli- 
ness, combine the loftiness that rightiully belongcth 
to Thy true servant. I pray unto Thee that 'I may 
remain lotily like the grass that is trodden under 
(uot, but make me firm, enduring and aspiring like 
the mountain that pierces the sky in its everlasting 
strength. 
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THY FRIENDSHIP. 

"Eternal friendship, infinite embodiment of all 
that it good, pure and loving, Thy glowing per- 
tnnality owrflowt my heart and malcet it a heaven. 
What can I lack when I am with thee ! What fear 
it there when the confidence of Thy nearnrtt and 
reality intpiret me ? What it it I can atk chat . Thou 
wilt not give, and how can I atk anything amitt 
when I look np to the holinea« of Thy countenance? 
The bleMednett of having Thy eternal friendthip is 
all that I seek and live for. 


ifarek 3, iSfS. 

THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE SPIRIT. 

WHE tky that was rent by the storm, it ttill, blue, 
and bright, the heart that wat torn with 
pawion and tin, it now calm in thy communion, O 
God, and bright and pure. Father let tbit be. the 
atmosphere of my being always. May Thy presence 
br always the complexion of my soul, and the tweet- 
neat of my nature. 
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yanuary 27, r%y 8 . 

THE SONG OF DEVOTEES. 

^^ORD, how sweet it is to hear when holy and 
- 0^ and godly men sing Thy glorious name with 
enthusiasm. It calls to mind what the blessed enjoy 
in heaven. Joyful is Thy name, but doubly joyful 
it is when good men, devoted to Thee, utter it with 
faith and sincerity. I beseech Thee that at all 
seasons, especially in seasons of sorrow and dryness, 
I may come to the neighbourhood of pious and 
devoted men and eagerly accept their blessed witness 
to awaken and inspire me. 


HFE AND FAITH. 


^^HEORY I do not want, fine philosophical specu- 
lations I do not want, give me, O my God, sane 
reconciliation between my life and faith. It is good 
that I should at once begin to carry out Thy com- 
mandments fully and fairly, that I should practically 
become what I internally feel to be right and good. 


always in the company of men who are 
superior to me in life and views I have fallen 
into the unfortunate habit of imitation in my religious 
life. O mv Father, I do not worship Thee as my 
nature and my own wants require, but borrow 



